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ROM a fimflf, and tovim of his 
name in Oxfordfhirt^ our Author 
dcriv'd his defcenti but He was 
bom at hmdw in the Year 1 6o9. 
The Publi(her of his Works in Profe (oa 
whofe veracity fome part of this narrative 
nuft entirely depend) dates his birth two years 
earlier than this: but contradi^ing himfelf 
afterwards in his own computation, I reduce 
it to the time that Monfieur BoyU hath af- 
fign'd I and &r the iame ReaTon which pre- 
vailed with him to aflign it. His £itherj| 
Jthn Mikon^ by profeffion a fcrivener, ]iv*d 
» ft repuuUfi manner oh a competent efiat^, 
As 
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entirely his own acquiiitioni having been 
early di (inherited by his parents for re- 
nouncing the conomunion of the Church of 
Jlome^ to which they were zealoufly devoted. 
By his wife Sarai^ Cafion he had likewife 
one daughter, nani*d Anna ; and another ion, 
ChrifiopheTy whom he trained to the pmdice 
of the Common Law ; who in the Great 
Rebellion adher'd to the royal caufe: and in 
the reign of King Jame$ II. by too eafy 
a compliance with the doArines of the Court, 
both religious and civil, he attain'd to Hie 
dignity of being made a Judge of the Com- 
mon Pleas ; of which he dy'd deveHed not 
long after the Revolution. 

But JOHNy the fubjeft of the prefent 
eflay, was the favorite of his father's hopes ; 
who, to cultirate the great genius which 
early difplay'd itfelf, was at the expenfe of 
a domcftic Tutor: whofe care and capacity 
his Pupil hath gratefully celebrated in an ex- 
cellent Latin Elegy ; the fourth in the pre- 
fent collcflion. At his initia- 
jtn Mtat, 12. tion He is faid to have applyM 
himfelf to Letters with fuch in- 
defatigable induftry, that he rarely was pre- 
▼aird with to quit his ftudies before mid* 
night : which not only made him frequently 
fttbje£^ to fevere pains in hia head 5 but l%e* 
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wfle occa£on'd that weaknefs in his eyes, 

which teraiinated n a total privation of fight. 

From a doxneftic education He was remov'd 

to St. PauP^ School, to complece his ac- 

qaaintance with the.Ciaflics under the cars 

of- Dr. Giii: and after a (hort flay there, was 

tranfplanted to Cbrift\ College 

in Camhrit^e^ where He diftin- An.Mtau 15, 

guiih'd himielf in all kinds of 

Academical Exercifes. Of this Society H« 

continued a Member *till He commenc*d 

Maiter of Arts: and then leaving the Uni- 

verfity. He retarnM to his &ther; who had 

quitted the town, and liv'd 

at Horton in Buckingham/hire t An,JEtat,%%* 

where He purfu'd his fiudies 

with unparallePd affiduiry and fuccefs. 

After fome years fpent in this ftudious re- 
tirement^ his mother dy'd: and then he pre- 
vail'd with his fiithcr to gratify an inclina- 
tion He had long entertained of feeing foreign 
countries. Sir Henry Wotten^ at that time 
Frovoft of EatoH College, gave 
him a letter of advice for the An^Mtat, 30. 
dirtdUon of his travels : but by 
not obferving • an excellent" Maxim in It, 
He incur^d great danger by difputiog ags^nfi 

• J penfitri firttti^ td il vifp fciclt9. 
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the foperftition of th« Cbtvch of Rome^ wMi« 
in the verge of- the Vatican. Having em- 
ployed his coriofuy about f two years in 
Francf and Itay, oa the newt of a civil w$ur 
breaking out in England^ He retumM; with- 
out taking a (firvey of Greni and ^ici}^^ .ai 
at his fetting out the fcheme was projeded. 
X At ?aris the Lord Vifcount Scudamori, Am* 
baflador from King Charles I. at the Court 
of France^ introduc'd him to the acquain- 
tance of Grotius ; who at that time was ho* 
norM with the fame chara^Ur il^ere by 
CbrifiinM Queen of S^weden, In Rom^^ Q^ 
noaf Florence^ and othf r cities of Uak^^ He 
contra£led a familiarity with thofe who were 
of higheft reputation for wit and learning: 
(everal .of whom gave him very obliging 
teilimonies of their friendfliip, and efteem, 
which are printed before his Latin Poems. 
The iirA of them was wiittea by tdanfo 
Marquis of FilUy a great patron of ?4^ 
by whom he is celebrated m his * Poem oi^ 

•f- Ft jam 1>ti viridi furgehat cuUfUft arffid, 
Et totidem Jla'uak numerabant h^ma mf^es, — >-• 
Nee dum aderat Th^rfis : fafiortm fiiUcet illtm 
^pukit amr- Mujas Thufca retintbat in urh, 

EpitapBjPaoai^ 
} Defatjh^eeunda* Pag«96. Fol. 
• Fra Cgvalier* nmgnanimi, e eortejf^ 
R*fi>i«ndi il M^iilbi -— Lib. aOi 
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the Conqueft of Jeri^alim. It is Ughljr 
probable that to Us oonverfatioB with this 
noble NecipoUtaH we owe the £rft 4efign which 
MiLTPM conoeiv'd of writing an Epic 
Poem : 4nd it appears by fome l^tin veHea 
addmfs'd to the Marqois with the title of 
U^fus^ that He intended to fix on £ing^« 
tbwr for his faeroe: bqt Arthur was re&rv^d 
to another deiliny ! 

Returning from his travels ^./€f#f. $a« 
He found Sf^JaaJ pn the point 
of being involv'd in blood and oonfiifioQ. It 
(eems wpnder&l that one of fo warm^ and 
daring a fpirit, as his certainly was, Ihou'd 
be reftraini'd fiom the camp in thofe unnatu- 
ral commotions. I fuppofe we may impute 
it wholly to the great deference He paid to 
paternal authority, that He retired to lodg- 
logs provided for him in the city^ which 
being commodious for the reception of hb 
fifier's fQQS» and fome other young Gentle^ 
men. He undertook their educatioa: and is 
(aid to have form'd them on the fame plaa 
whkh He afterwards psblifh'dy in a fliorl 
tra^te iiifcrib*d to his friend Mr. HartUh^ 

In this philofophical oourfe He continued 
without a wife to the year 1643; when He 
marry'd Mary the Daughter of 
J^€bard FrwiU of tunJihiU 3^4?««^35* 
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in Oxford/hire: a Gentleman of eftate and 
repatation in that county; and of princi- 
ples fo veiy oppofite to his Son-in-Law« 
that the marriage is more to be wonder'd 
at» than the feparation which enfu'd, in 
little more than a month after ihe had co- 
habited with him in London, Her defertion 
provokM him both to write feveral treatifes 
concerning the dofbine, and difcipiitie, of 
Divorce; and alfo to make his addreiTes 
to a young Lady of great wit and beauty : 
but before he had engag'd her a^^ions 
to conclude the marriage-treaty, in a viiit 
at one of his relations He found his Wife 
profirate before him, imploring forgivenefs 
and reconciliation. It is no| to be doubted 
but an interview of that nature, fo little ex« 
ped^ed, mail wonderfully zfk^ him: and 
perhdp&4he impreffions it made on his ima- 
gination contributed much to the painting of 
that pathetic "Scene in * Paradise Lost, 
in which E*ve addreiTeth herfelf to Adam for 
pardon, and peace. At the interceflion of 
his friends who were prefent, after a fhort re- 
ludance He generonfly , facrific'd all his rt- 
fentment to to her tears. 



* Book X, vec 909. 
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— — 5«Mr hh heart rehnted 
tnjtPrds ber» bis life Jo laii^ andfoli dtlighi: 
Now, at bu feet fubmiJlkfi in diftrefs i 

And after this re-onion, fo far was He fiom 
retaining an unkind memory of the provo- 
cations which He had receiv'd from her ill 
condaft, that when the King^s caofe was en* 
tirely oppreisM, and her father, who had 
been adive in his loyalty, was exposed to 
fequefbation ; Milton received both him 
and his family to protection, and free enter* 
.tainment, in his own houTe, till their affairs 
weie accommodated by his intereft in the 
vidorioas &dion« 

For He was now grown hr 
mous by his pdlemical writ- M.Mtat*^u 
eings of various kinds, and 
held, in great ^vor, and efteem, by thoie 
who had power to difpofe of all preferments 
in the Sute. ^is in vain to dii&mble, and 
far be it from me to defend, hit en^ging 
with a Party combined in the!de(bru£tion of 
oar Church and Monarchy.- Yet, leaving 
the jollification of a misguided fincerity to 
be debated in the Schools, may I prefume to 
obferve in his fiivor, that his zeal, diftemper'd 
ind furious a»* it was, does not appear to 
have been infpirited by felf-intcitfled views I 
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For it is ^ffirmM, that though He liv*d al- 
ways in a frugal retirementy and before h» 
death had dlfpos^d of his library (which we 
may fuppofe to have been a valuable collec- 
tion). He left no more than fiiieen hundred 
pounds behind him'fer the fupport of his &- 
mily: and whoever oonfiders the. Pofts ta 
which He vras advancM^ and the times in 
which He enjoy'd themt will I believe am- 
fefs He might have accumulated a much 
more plentiful fortune: in a difpaffionate 
mind it will not require any ^extraordinary 
meafure of candor to condude, tha^ though 
He abode in ihi heritage of Ofprejbrs^ and 
the fpoils of his country lay at his feet, nei-. 
t}ier his confcieace, nor his honor^ cou*d fioop 
to gather them* 

A CommiiHon to conftitnte 
M*Mtei$n/^f him Adjutant-General to Sir 
William Waller was promis*ds 
but (bon fuperfeded by Wallet'^ being laid 
afide^ when his Maflers thought it proper to 
new-model their army. However, the keen* 
nefs of his Pen had fo effcfkually recom- 
mended him to Cr0Mrai;<//s efteem, thatwhea 
he took the itins of government into his 
own handy he advanced him to be litin Se- 
cretary, both to himfelf and the Parliament : 
the former of thcfe pfeftrmenti He cnjoyM 
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both under tlie Ufprper, and his Som tkf 
other, 'till I^iog Chiirles If. w^ refior*d» 
For ibiqe tine He had an apartmeDt «lbr hit 
^ily ia Wbiii-baUl bat his health re- 
qairicg a freer accdCon of air» He waa 
<^lig'd to remove from thence to lodgings 
vhich open'd into St. Jamsi Park. Not 
long after his fettleiqent there, his wift ^y"^ 
ia child-bed: and mQch about the tine of 
\a death, a QtUta ^irvta^ which had for 
(everal years been gradoally increafing^ to^ 
tally extinguifhM hb £ght. In this melan* 
cbolic condition he was eafily prevail'd with 
to thii)k of taking another u if^ ; who was 
CafbaHfu the daught^ of Captain Wvo^ffid^ 
of HMckney: and' & too, in lefs than a y&S 
after their marriage, dy'd m the fame IM^« 
tunate manner as the fonper had done; vA 
in his twenty third Sonnet He do^ honor (9 
her memory. 

Theie private calamities were 
mnch heightened, by the dif" A»mMuu%i$ 
ferent figure he was likely to 
make ip the new fcene of afli^rs, whi<^ wai 
going to be aOed 19 the State. For, all 
things now cpnfpiring tQ.prQmQte the KiOig^ 
Reiloration, He was too ^onicious of his OKVti 
aftivity during the Ufurpatioh, to vpeQ any 
&v^ firoa^ the Crowi»: and derefora Ito 
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prudently abfconded *till the A^ of Oblivion 
was publifliM; by which He was only ren- 
dered incapable of bearing any ofEce in the 
Nation. Many had a very juft efteem of 
his admirable parts and learning, who de- 
tefted his principles; by whofe interceflion 
his Pardon pafs^d the Seals : and I wifii the 
laws of Civil Hiftory could have extended 
the benefit of that oblivion to the memory of 
his guik, which was indalgM to his perfon ; 
fi^ tanti facinoris immanitas aut extitiffe, aui 
non vindicata fuiffe^ 'videatur. 

Having thus gain'd a full proteflion from 
the Government, (which was in truth more 
than he cou'd have reafonably hop'd) He 
appear'd as -much in public as he formerly 
vs'd to do ; and employing his friend Dr. Faget 
to make choice of a third confort, on his re- 
€ommendation He married Eli%aheth the 
Daughter of Mr. Minjhul a Chejhtre Gentle- 
man, by whom He had no iflbe. Three daugh- 
ters by his' firft wife were then living ; the 
two elder of whom are faid to have been very 
fcnriceable to him in his ftudies. For, hav- 
ing been infl;ru6led to pronounce not only 
thft^odem, but alfo the Latin, Greek, and 
Hebrew languages; they read in their re- 
fpe^ive originals whatever Authors He want- 
ed to oonfult; though they onderilbod none 



^M*. John Miiton. ur 

bat their mother.tonfgue. Ttiis eaiploymenr,' 
Ikowever, was too onpteafiint to be contiotted 
for any long procefs of thne } and therefero 
He difmifs'd them lo receive an edocatioii 
more agreeable to their fex» and temper. 

We come now to take'a fm'vey of him 
in that point of view,* in which He will be . 
looked on by all fucceeding ages with equal* 
delight, and admiration. An interval of a* 
hove twenty years had elaps*d fince He wrote 
the Mask of * Cmus, VAU ^ . ^ 

kgro, 11 Ftnftrofi, and f I^ -A-^'- a. * ! 
tidasi all in fuch an exqui- 
fite ftrain f that though He had left no other 
monuments of his Genius behin4 him, his^ 
name had been immortal. Bat, neither the 
infirmities of age and conftitution. nor the 
viciffitiides of fbrtuney cou'd deprefs the ti-^^ 
gor of his mind ; or divert it from executing' 
a defign 'He had * long concehr'd of writing 
an Heroic Poem. The Fall of Man was a 
fubjeA which He had fome years before fix*d 
on for a Tragedy^ which He intended to 
form by the models of Antiquity : and fome,- 
not without probability » fay the Play open'd 
with that Speech in the fourth Book of JPa-* 
RAD I SB Lost, ver 32, which is addrefs^d 

• Par, Ufi. B. 9* V. iC» 



by 5#Mr 10 die Son. Were it mMriaU t 
bdieve I oouM prodeoe other paffiiges whkk 
ai<Mre*plaioly appetr to have been originaU/ 
intended for the fcene.» Bat whatever trndi 
there may be m this report, 'ti$ certain that 
He did not begin to mold his Sulked in the 
form which it bears now, before He had 
oonclnded his oontrorerfy with Salm^ and 
Man; when He had wholly loft the i& of 
hia ty^i and was forc'd to empby in the 
office of an Amanuenfis any friend ivho ac- 
cideptaily paid him a vifit. Yet, under all 
thefe difcouragements, and various intermp^ 

tionsy in the *^ Year 1669 He 
Jfi,J^u 61^ pobliih'd his Paradise Lost i 

the nobleft Poem, next to thofe 
^ HmerwaA Virpl^ that ever the^t of 
man producM in any age or nation. Need I 
mention any other evidence of ks ineftimable 
«varth, than that the fineft GemuTcs wha 
have focceeded him have ever efteem*d it a 
merit to reliih, and illdftrate its beauties? 
Whilft the Critic who gaz'd, with fo muck 
wanton malice, on the nakednefs of ^hak€>- 
J^r wh«i he ilept, after having f ft>rmaUy 
declared war againft it, wanted courage to 

* Mikon'f ContraR with hit Bookfetter 8. SimmoM 
fir the Cofy bean Daft April »7, 1 667. 

t rb9 Tragedia tf tke h^ i^t €§»,p4€r^d, p. X43* 
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make kis attack s IhiikM tHoagh he was with 
his Gonqaefts over yvHut C^gfar^ and flt 
Mm': which mfdence his Mtafe, like die 
ednr af&ffiiies of Cafmr^ * feveie!/ f e?e n gpd 
OR herfelf ; and not kmg after her triumph 
became her own e xecm s u uer. Nor is it mi« 
worthy oar obfervation, that though, per- 
haps, no One of our Engii^ Poets hath ezd^ 
ted fi» many admirers to imitate his Manner, 
yet I think never any was known to afpire 
to emvlation: even the late ingenious Mr. PAf« 
lipSf who^ in the cohirs of ftyle, came the 
neareft of dl the Copiers to refemble the great 
Original, made his difbuit advances with s 
filial reverence ; and reftrainM his amotion 
within the fame bounds which Lucrttm pi«« 
ferib^d to his oWn imitation : 

Me ita cmanM eupidiu^ fnim fnpm amrtm 



Cjcmsr ^ 

And now perhaps it may pafs ibr'fiftion» 
wiiatMvith great VeradQr I affirm to be fa£l, 
that MiLTOM, after laving with irioch di^ 
ficnity prevaii'd to teive this Divine Poem li-i 
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cens*d for the Prefs, coaM feU the Copy fer 
no moie than Fifteen Pounds :. the payment of 
which wahiMe cmfideratton depended on the 
(ale of three namerous impreffions. So an* 
leafonably may perfonal prejudice, aflfeft the 
mod excellent performances f 

About * two years after, to- 
An*u£tat, 63. gether with Samson Agoni- 
STBs (a Tragedy not unworthy 
the Grecian Stage when Aibens was in her 
glory) He pnblifli'd Paradise Regain'd. 
Boty Oh! *wbat a fiUUng'off nvas there! — - 
Of which I will fay no more, than that there 
is fcaroely a more remarkable inftance of the 
fitulty of human reafon, than our. Author 
gave in prefisring this Poem to Paead i s b 
Lost; nor a more inftrufiive caution to 
the befl writers, to be very difHdent in de- 
ciding the merit of their own prodiidions; 
And thus having attended him to the Sixty 
Sixth year of his age, as clofely Us fuch im- 
perfeft lights as men of Letters, and retice- 
ment, ufually leave to guide 04r inquiry 
wohM allow; it now only remains to be re- 
corded, that in the Year 
^. </£uu 66-7. 1674 the Gout put a pe- 
riod to his life %i Bwihill 

• Ti&ipf were Lieenfed July z, 1670, hut mt printed 
hefere tStjear enfying* . 
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near London ; firom whence his hoiy wfti con* 
vey'd to St. Giles's Church by Crifflegate^ 
where it lyes interred in the Chanoel; but 
neither has, nor wants, a Af onument to per* 
petuate his memory. 

In his youth hie is ikid to have been ex«. 
tremely handfome : the color of his hair waa 
a light-brown ; the fymmetry of his ftatures 
exadt; enlivened with an agreeable air^ and a 
beautifol mixture of fair and ruddy : which 
occafioD^d the Marquifs of Filla to give hia 
* £pigiam the fame Turn of Thought, which 
Gregory Arch-Deacon of Rome had empk)y*d 
above a thouland years befbre, in praifing the 
amiable complexions of fome EngUjb Youths^ 
before their converfion to ChrifUanity. His 
fiature (f as we find it meafurM by himfelf ) 
did not exceed the middle-fize; neither too 
lean, nor corpulent: his limbs well propor« 
tion'd, nervous, and a6Uve : ierviceable in all 
refpeds to his exercifing the fword, in which 
He much delighted ; and wanted neither skilly 
nor courage, to refent an affront from men 
of the moil athletic confUtutions. In his diet 
He was abflemious; not delicate in the choice 
of his difhes ; and ftrong liquors of all kinds 

• Ut menty forma, Aeccr^ fades, mos^ ft pittas fie^ 

Non Anglus, 'veriim btrele Angj^lus ipfefQrt9» 
t .Defenfiojtcunda* p. 87. FoU ♦ 



woe his aferficm. Being too UnSLj convlnc'd 
how much his hcadth ]Ud fofier^d by night* 
fhidies in hit yoniig^ years. He uied to go 
cftrly (Toldom laser tfaaft Nine) to reft; and 
rofe commonly before Five in the nomitig* 
leis Tt^mA^ (Aid tkeit is a pai&ge in one 
^ his Latin Elegies to coimtenance the tnu 
dition) that his fimey made the hap[»eft 
flights in the St»it)g: bat one of his Ne- 
phews uftd to delirer it as M i lton*s own 
obfervadon, that his Invention was in its 
higjheft ]$erftaion fr6iH September td the Ver* 
Hal iBqolnox: however it was, thtf gfeat in-^ 
equalities to be fbnnd in his cotHpofures are 
ineonteftable proofs, that in feme feafons He 
was but one of the peopte. When blindnefs 
itftiain*d him fiiom other exercifes. He had a 
ttachifle to fwing in, for the preTervatioii of 
his health ; abd diverted himfelf in his chajii- 
ber with playing on an Qrgaii. His De- 
portment was ere^l, open, afl^ble; his Con* 
▼er&tion eafy, chearfbl, inftruAive i his Wit 
dn all occafions at command, facetious, grave, 
oir fatirical, as the IbbjeA requii'd. His 
Judgment, when dif-engag'd from religious 
and political fpeculations, was juft and pene- 
trating; his Appiehenfiott, quick;* his Me- 
mory, tenacio^ of what He read; his Read- 
fcgf only not To diatenfivc as his Genius, for 

That 
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That wits oniverfal. And having treafurM 
up fach immenfe ftores of fcience, perhaps 
the faculties of his foal grew more vigorous 
after He was deprivM of his iight: and his 
Imaginition (naturally fuUime, and inlarg'd 
by reading Romances, * of which He was 
much inamor*d in his youth,) when it was 
wholly abftradled from material objeds, was 
more at liberty to make fuch amazing excur- 
fions into the Ideal worlds when in com* 
pofing his Divine Work He was tempted 
to range 

Biyimdthi nnfibk iiumal fibert. 

With fo many accompliflunents, not to have 
had fome faults, and misfbrtunes* to be laid 
in the balance with the faihe, and felicity, of 
writing Paradise Lost, wou'd have 
been too great a portion for humanity. 

• Uii A^Uufwr Sme£lyinnu6, p. 177. Fol. 
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TH £ works of inferior GenioTes have 
their infancy, and 9ften reoeire addi- 
tions of ftrength aad beauty, in the fede- 
ral Ijnpreflions they undergo whilft their au- 
thors live: but. the following Poem came 
into the world, like the Peribns jivhom it 
celebrates, in a ftate of maturity. How- 
ever, though in the firft Edition it was dif- 
pos'd into Ten Books only, Mi l t • n 
thought proper in the Second to make a new 
divifion of it into Twelve : not, I fuppoie, 
with refped to the ^neis (fer He was, in both 
fenfes of the phrafe, above Imitation) but 
more probably, becaufe the length of the 
Seventh and Tenth reqair'd a Panfe in the 
Narration, He divided them, each into Two : 
on which diftribution, to the beginning of 
thofe Books which are now the Eighth and 
Twelfth, He added the following Veries, 
which were neceflary to make a conne^on. 

BookVni- ver. i. 

^e Angel ended^ and in AdamV ear 

So charmtftg Uft bis 'Voice, that bg a-nubik 
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Vmgh inm fiOl f^Mingi JUtt ftnipfd H 

hear : 
^en, asmw mmitd, thcis gratefiiliy fcply'd. 

The latter half of the vetfc was taken from 
this in the £Kft Edition; 

To wliom thus Adam gtatefiilljr xeply'd. 

Book XII. ver. t. 

Tboi^ imt •mfindz fa hm iV Anh^Aipi 

Bepmxt thi tmrld itfinfd^ and "jwld nftot^di 
^ Adam n^/ ferbaps might interpofe: 
fhm, with tranfition/weetj nroj J^ech n/umes* 

At the fame time the Author made fome few 
additions in other places of the Poem, which 
are here inierted for the fatisfa^ion of the 
curioas. 

Book V. ver. 637. 

* They eat^ they drink, and with refe Aion fweet 
** ArefHrc^ before dxHdi-bounteous King, &r. 

were thos enlaig'd in the Second Editioix. 
a 2 
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They eat» cbey drink, 4ff^ in tommmion famti \ 
Sluaff immartalitj^ andjeyj (fecun ' 

Of.firfeit^ when full majun mt^ hmtds 
Ex<tfs) befbre th' all-bounteous King, IJc. 

Book XI. ver. 484. after, 
" Inteftine ftone, and ulcer, chol2C-pan|p» 

thefe tluee verfes were added. 

Demoniac pbrenv^^ moapmg mikmchefyt 
And moom'Jiruck madntfiy fimng mtrtpbyi 
Mar af mm 9 and ivide- nvafiing peftilenci* 

And ver. 551. of the fame Book (which was 
originally thus, 

*^ Of rendering up. Wcbagl to him replyM) 

received this addition, 

Of rendering up, and patiently attend 
My dtffblution. Michael reply'd. 

To what I have faid in the Life, of oar 
Author^s having no Monument, it may not 
be improper to add i that I defir*d a Friend 
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to inqaire at St. Giieth Charchs where the 
Sexton ihew'd him ftfinall Monument, which 
he iaid was fupposM to be M i l t o n*s ; but 
the infcription had never been legible fince 
he was employed in that office, which he has 
poflefs'd about Forty Years. This, fure, 
coQ*d never have happe&*d.in fo.fhort a fpaoe 
of time, unlefs the Epitaph had been indu* 
ftrioufl/ erased: and that foppofition carries 
with it (b mueh mhiunanity, ^at I think wo 
ought to believe it was not ereded to his 
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I N 
Paradifum Amijflam 

Summl Poctae 
JOANNIS MiLTONI. 

QUI legh Amiflam Paradifum, grandra Magni 
. Carmtna Miltoni, fuid nifi cvnSa Ugis f 
^es cun&as, & cunBarum frifnordia nrum, 

Etfata, & fines, centinet iftt libir, 
Intima panduntur magni penetralia mundi ; 

Scribitur 6f t§to fuicfuid in orbf latet : 
l^erraqve, tra£iufque maris, ceelumque profundum, 

Sulpbureufqu* Erebi, fiammivemufyue Jpeeus, 
Sluaque colunt terras, p$ntumque, & Taitara caca $ 

^aque colunt fummi lucida regna pcli. 
Et fuodeunfue ullis cenclufum eftfinibus ufyuam j 

Et fine fine Chaos, f^ fine fine Dx v a : 
Et fine fine magis, (fi quid magis efi fine fine) 

/0CMRI8TO erga homines eonciliatus amor^ 
Hdte quijperaret, fuis erederet ejfe futura f 

Et tanun bac hodii terra Britanna legit, 
fuantoi in bella Duces I fuee protuHt anna ! 

^a canit, & quanta praKa dira tubal 



Cmle/ht octet i atpm in ttrtmmm imkm f 

Et faut cmUftti pugiut deearet agm I 
^mantus in gptheriis toUit fe Lucifer armis f 

Atfme ipfi graditur vix Michaele mntr I 
Slumtuiif & qiubm fitment ctnpirritur iris, 

Dwmfena bicfieUat pr^egit^ Hit rafiit ! 
Dum nfulfet montesy c«m tela reciptocap torfaenti 

Bt nam Mortali defuper tgnepknmt f * 
Stat dkSius cut fe parti eonceSat Olympus $ 

Et metuit pagn^t nom ptpnejfe fiut. 
At fimul in feelis M x s • IJ» injigma pJgnt^ ■ 

Et atrrui ammet, armofue digna D x o ; 
Bwrendumfae rvta firident, ^ JgtvanHarum . 

Erumpmnt tomns fidgitra btmnHmsi 
EtJL mmat xnhratit, & vera tonitura ratten 

Admijth fiaatmh infonuere polo : 
Excidit attomtts taent ornnisy fif impettu owmit, 

Et caffis dextris irritd tela eadaxt. « 

Adpettutfitpunt, if (ceuforet OrcQS aj^hmlj 

Infermt cert ant conderefe tenebns, 
Cedtte-Kamud Scriptortt, etdite Gt^ 

Et qmoi Fama ncttn^ «r/ celdrawh ami t 
Hitt quicunquM Uget, taMtkm eechiji patabU 

IfxoDidem JUmat^ VirgUium Gh/tW. 

S A M. Barrow. M. D» 



ON 

PARADISE LOST. 



WntVl behriii the Poec bliivir, yet bold. 
In flender book Hik vaft defign unfold t 
MieJuA crowned, Qod% reconcU*d. decree, 
RebeUing Angels, the Forbidden Tree> 
Hear'n, Hell, Earth, Chaos, AU! Umb M^nnfiAt 
Held m^ «-vhile jufdoubting HU intent \ 
» That He would rain (for I fxm Him Aronf) 
Th« Safiped Tpiteto liibk^ and kM tag i 
(So Sampfon grop*d the temylB^s ]k>6$^ ia- fpigbt} 
The world o^ornkdmiBg^ to^ reiengc. Hit figitt* 

Yet as< I sead, fooa grawiq^ left ismrt, 
I UkM His psojea, the ftMoefi^dTd fsar j 
Through that wide^Md how hediit wa^ ihoitl* §mA, 
0*er which lame faith leads underftanding blind % 
UiL He p«rplai*drtli» thing* He wouU expUiOt 
And what was eafy. He (hould render vain. 

Or, if a work fo infinite He fpannM, 
Jealous I was that fome idk ikilfol hand 
(Such as difquiet alwaye what is well^ 
Aa4 by ill imitating ^Rwokl cxcell) 



Might hence prefiifne> the whole creatton*t day 
To change in fcenes, and fliew it in a Play. 

Pardon me. Mighty Poet I nor defpiie 
My cattfeleisy yet not impioiis^ funniii^ 
Bot I am now convincM, and none will dan 
Within Thy labors to pretend a dure. 
ThoQ haft not miisM one thought that co«ld be fit ) 
And all that was improper doft omit : 
So that no room is here for writers left. 
But to deted their ignorance, or theft. 

That majefty which through Thy Work dodi reigii^ 
Draws the deront, deterring the profime t 
And Things Divine Thou treat*ft of in foch ftate. 
As them pre&nres, and Thee iofiohite. 
At once delight and horror on us feife. 
Thou fing'ft with fo much gravity and eafe 3 
And above human flight doft foar aloft. 
With plume fo ftrong, fo equal, and fo foft ! 
The bird nam'd from that Paradife You ilng 
So never flags, but always keeps on wing. 

Where could*ft Thou words 6f fuch a compails find ? 
Whence fumiih fuch a vaft expenfe of vnindf 
Juft Heav*n Thee, like Tirefias, to requite. 
Rewards widi prophefy Thy lois of fight* 

Well might*ft thou fcom thy readers to alluro 
With tinkling rhyme, of Thy own fenfe fecure } 
While the Tewn-Bays writes all the while and (pelltj 
And, like a pack-horfe, tires without his bells. 
Their fandes like our bufliy-points appear. 
The poeta tag them, we for faihion wear. 



I too truifpofted hj the mode conunead ; 
And while I mean to praife Thee, muft ollbid. 
Thy Terfe created Ukt Thy Theme ftiUlme, ' 
In number^ ^f^^, and meaftire, needs not rhyooe. 

AndrzwMarvsll. 




THE 

VERSE. 



T HE miafuTi is EnglMh Hiroic Ptrfi 
without Rhyme^ as that of Homer in 
Greek, and ^Virgil in Latin; Rhymo 
heing no neceffary adjun£1y or trui orna^ 
nunt of Poem or good Virfe-y in longer 
works ofpecialfy: hut the invention of a bar* 
harous age^ to fet^ wretched matter and 
kme metre: graced indeed Jince by the ufe 
vf fame famous modem Poets carried away 
kf cuftom ; but much to their own vexation^ 
hindrancoy and conjiraint to exprefsmany 
things otherwife, (and for the mo/i fart 
wor/e) than el/e they would have expre/l 
them. Not without caufe therefore fom§ 
{hoth Italian and Spanifli) Poets of prime 
note have rejected Rhyme^ both in longer 
ondjhorter works ; as have alfo long Jinci 



cur heft Englifli Tragedies i as a thing of 
itfelff to dll judicious ears^ trivial and of 
no true mufical delight : which ccnjijls onfy 
in apt numbers J fit quantity offyllahUsj and 
thefenfe variouffy drawn out from one verfe 
into another: not in the jingling found of 
iiki endings \ a fault avoided by the learned 
Antients both in Poetry^ and all good Ora- 
tory. This negleSf then of Rhyme fo little 
is to be taken for a defeSf'^ {though it may 
Jeem^o perhaps to vulgar readers) that it 
rather ts to be efteenCd an example fet^ {the 
firjl in Englifli,) of antient liberty reco- 
vered to Heroic Poem^ from the trouble^ 
fome and modern bondage of Rhyming. 
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Paradise Lost- 



book I. 



The ARGUMENT. 

Thk firft book pr&pofc$^ firft in brief, the 
wbok fubjc^, man's difibnUinu^ 4ind 
ibe hfs Airtmpm rf Poradifi w^rem 
b^ wax placidn Then touches tbi prime 
eat^e <ff Us fall^ tbi ferptnt^ «r ratber 
Sitaa in '^firpemti who revjtingfrom 
Godf and drawing i$ bis fide mai^ le- 
giorn rf' Jligeh^ fms by ibi command of 
God drhnf 9$ii ff bitmen xvitb all his 
cvfw iMo^ tbi grrni di^. Which a£lion 
psiis'd Qim, the Poem haflea into the 
midft of things, pcefentbg Satan with 
bis Jngels now falitH into Mly defcrib'd 
Im^y H^ M tbo centre (for beav'n and 
earth may be fuppos'd as yet noc nmie, 
certainly not vet Sccurs'd) but in a 
' B 
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place of utter darknefs^ fiHieJi calFd 
Chaos : Here Satan with his Angels ly* 
ing on the burning lake^ thunder-Jiruck 
and ajionijh^d^ after a certain fpace re- 
covers^ as from confujion^ calls up him 
who next in order and dignity lay by him: 
they confer of their miferable fall. Satan 
awakens all his legions^ who lay *till 
then in the fame manner confounded: 
they rife\ their numbers^ array of battel^ 
their chief leaders nanCd^ according to 
the idols known afterwards in Canaan, 
and the countries adjoining. To thefe 
Satan direSls his Jpeech^ comforts them 
with hope yet of regaining heaven : but 
tells them laflly of a new world^ and 
new kind of creature to be created ^ ac^ 
cording to an antient prophecy or report 
in heaven: for that Angels were tong 
before this vifible creation, was the 
opinion of many ancient Fathers. To 
find out the truth of this prophecy^ and 
what to determine thereon^ he refers to 
a full council What his ajfmates thence 
attempt. Pandaemonium, the palace of 
Satan, rifes^ fuddenly built out of the 
deep: the infernal peers there fit in 
cmnciU 
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OF Man*s lirft dlfobedience^ and the fruit 
Of that forbidden tree, whofe morUl ufta 
Brought death into the world, and all our woe» 
With lols of Eden, till one Greater Man 
Reftore us> and regain the blifsCul feat, 5 

Sing heav*nly Mufe ! that on the fecret top 
Of Oreb, or of Sinai y didft infpire 
That ihepherd, who firft taught the cliofen feed. 
In the beginning how the heav'ns, and earth> 
Rofe out of Chaos, Or if Sion hill - 10 

Delight thee more^ and Silod'% brook that flowM 
F^ by the oracle of God ; I thence 
Invofce thy aid to my adyent^rous fong : 
That with no middle flight intends to foar 
Above HtC Ainian mount, while it purfues 15 

Things unattempted yet in profe or rhyme. 

And chiefly thou, O Spirit ! that doft prefer . 
Before all temples th' upright heart and pure, 
Inibrud me, for thou know'ft: thou from the flrft. 
Waft prefent, and with mighty wings out-fpread, 29 
Dove-like fat*ft brooding on the vaft Abyfs, 
And mad*ft it pregnant: what in me is darkj 
Illumine ! what is low, raiie and fupport ! 
That to the height of this great argument 
I may aflert eternal Providence, 25 

And juilifie the ways of God to men. 

Say firil, (for hea^n hides nothing from thy view. 
Nor the deep traA of hell) fay firft what caufe 
MovM our graad Parents, in that happy ftatc . 
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FavourM of hcav'n fo highlf ^ to fell off j* 

From their Creator, and tranfgrefs His wiH 
For one reftraint, lords of the world belkles f 
Who firft-feduc'd them to that foul revolt? 
Th' infcmat ferpent f he it waa, whofc guile, 
StirrM up with envy and revenge, deceivM 35 

The mother of mankind, what time his pride* 
Had caft him out from heav*n, with all his hoft 
Of rebel AngeU: by whofe aid afpiring 
To fet himielf in glory above his Peers, 
He truAed to have equalled the Moft High, 40 

If He opposM ; and with ambitioas aim, 4 

Againft the throne, and monarchy of God, 
KaisM impious war in heav*n, and battel proud. 
With vain attempt. Him the Almighty^ Pow'r 
Hvrrd headlong flaming from th* ethereal iky, 45 
With hideous ruin and combnftion, down 
To bottomlefs perdition : there to dwell 
In adamantine chains and penal iire, 
Who diirft defy th* Omnipotent to arms. 
Ifinf times the fpace that meaAires day «id night 50 
To mortal men, he with liis horrid crew 
Lay vanquilhM, rolling hi the iiery gulf. 
Confounded though immortal! But bis doom 
Referv*d Mm to more wrath*, for now the thought 
ftHh of loft happinefii, and hfting pain, 55 

Torments him. Round he throws his baleftil tyt$,- 
That WitnefsM huge affliOion and difmay, 
Mix*d with obdurate pride, and (ledfiift hate. 
At ence, as fiv as angels ken, hb views 
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Tlw dfAmd fituatioa wiAe tnd wild : 6* 

A dungeon libriible^ cm aU Mm rovnd. 

As one great fiiniaiJBy flam*d : yet fhom tkoi» flamei 

No light, but father dariotefs Yifibk, 

Senr'd ooly to difeofer fights of woe» 

Unions of forrow! doleful (hades! where peace 65 

And reft can sever dweH ! hope never comely 

That Mnm to all: bot tortute vi4tboiit end 

StiH urges, and a fiery ddoge, ftd 

With ever-hnratng folphiir ttieonfiimM ! 

jiKh place etsmal juftice had prepared j% 

For thofe rebelliours ; here their prifon ordain*d. 

In otter darhneft 3 and their portion fet 

As £sr removM from God, and light of heav'n. 

As from the centre thrice tq th* utmoft Pole. 

O how onHko tht place fronv whence thfey fell ! 75. 

There the companions of his fall, overwhelmed 

Widi floods and whirlwinds of tempe ftu ons fire« . 

He foon difcerns: and Welt'ring by his fide 

One next hinfeif in powek*, and next it crhne. 

Long after Imown in Paiafiint, and nam'd S« 

Seelxehuhi To whom th* arch-enemy, 

(And thence in heat *n caU'd Satan) with bold word! 

Breaking the horrid fiknce thus began. 

If thoo baeft He— B«t O how fidi'n 1 how changed 
9Mn him, who |n the happy Realms of light S5' 
Cloath'd with tranibefkldnt brightneTs, didft out-fiihie 
Myriads tbo' bii((ht t If He, whom mutual leftg^m^ 
Vnited duwghts and oounfds, equal hope. 
And fajuiaxdia the glorious enteiprixe,' . 
B3 



6 Paradise Lost. Book i. 

JoinM with me once, now mifery hath joined 90 

Jn equal ruin ! Into what pit thou feeft, 

From what height faU'n $ fo much theftrongerprov*4 

He with his thunder! and till then who knew 

The force of thofe dire arms ? Yet not for Chofe^ 

Nor what the potent viAor in his rage 95 

Can elfe inflift, do I repent, or change 

(Though changM in outward luftre) that fixM mind 

And high difdain, from fenfe of injured merit. 

That with the Mightieft raisM me to contend i 

And to the fierce contention brought along zooL 

Innumerable force of fpirits arm*d. 

That durft diflike his reign : and me preferrinf , 

His utmoft pow'r with adverfe powV opposed. 

In dubious battel on the plains of beay*n, 

And (hook his throne. What tho* the field be loft ? 

All is not loft; th* unconquerable will, xo6 

And ftudy of revenge, immortal hate. 

And courage never to fubmit or yield ; 

(And what is elfe not to be overcome ? ) 

That glory never ihall His wrath or might 110 

Extort from me, to bow and fue for gncc 

With fuppliant knee, and deifie His pow>« 

Who from the terror of this arm fo late 

Doubted His empire. That were low indeed f 

That were an ignominy and ihame beneath x 15 

This downfal ! fmce (by fate) the ftrength of God«, 

And this empyreal fubftance cannot fail } 

Since through experience of this great event, 

(In arms not worfe, in forefight much advwicMJ . 
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^e may, . with more foccefiful hope, rtU>hft lao 
To wage by force or guile eternal war, 
IneconcileaMe to our grand foe : 
Who now triumphs, and in th* exceft of joy 
Sole reigning, holds the tyranny of heaT*n. 

So fpake th* ^poilate Angel, though in pain i la 5 
Vannting aloud, but rack*d with deep defpair: 
And him thus anfwer'd foon his bold compeer. 

O Prince ! O chief of many throned Powers^ 
That led th' imbattellM Seraphim to war 
UjM)er thy condud ! and in dreadful deeds 13a 
Fearleis, indanger*d heav*n*s perpetual King, 
And put to proof His high fupremacy: 
Whether upheld by ftrength, or chance, or fate^ 
Too well I fee and rue the dire event. 
That with fad overtlirow and foul defeat 135 

Hath loft us heav'n: and all this mighty hoil 
In horrible deftru^on laid tlius low. 
As £ar as Gods, and heav'nly eflences, 
Can periih : for the mittd and fpirit remains 
Invincible, and vigor foon returns, 14^ 

Though all our glory extinft, and happy date. 
Here fwallow*d up in endlefs mifery ! 
But what if He our conqueror (whom I now 
Of force believe Almighty, fince no lefs 
Than fuch could have o*erpowerM fuch force as ours) 
Have left us this our fpirit and ftrength entire, 144 
Strongly to fuffer and fupport our pains j 
That we may fo fuffioe His vengeful ire, 
0/d« Him mightier fervioe, at His tbralla 
»4 
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By right ol war, whate*er mi fanHndk ht, f 5# 

Here in the heart of hell Ib w^ilr ill fire> 
Or do His errands in the gtoemy DHpf 
What can it then tTail, thovgh yet wn ild 
Strength undlminUh*d, or eternal Beings 

To undergo eternal ptanifhment ? • 15^5 

Whereto with QMBedy Words th* Afth-iiend nptyM, 

Fairn Cherub 1 Co be weak is miferable. 
Doing or fuffering : but of this be fure. 
To do ought good nerer will be our taflc ; 
But ever t6 do ill our fole delight : tfo^ 

As being the contrary to his High win 
Whom we refift. If then His Providenod 
Out of our evil feek to bring fbrth good. 
Our labor muft be to pervert that end. 
And out of good ftill to find means of evU t 165 
Which oft-tiihes may fucceed, ib as periiapt 
Shall grieve Him, (if I foil not,) and difturb 
His inmoft counfels from their deftin'd aim. 
But fee ! the angry vi^lor hath recalled 
His minifters of vengeance and purfiixt, tyo 

Back to the ptes of beav*n : the fulph*n>u8 hail 
Shot after us in Aorm, o'er-Uown, hath laid 
The fiery fufge, that from the predpioe 
Of heav'n receivM us falling: and the thunder 
WiagM with red lis^tning and impetuous rage, 17 5 
Perhaps hath fpent his (hafts^ and ceafts now 
To bellow through the vaft and boundlda Deep* 
Let us not flip th*eG0iifiony whether kom. 
Or (atiate ifir^, yicM U ftvm our fee. 
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ftBcft thtu yon dnary ptoin, forlorn and wild, iSo 

The ibit of defolationj void of ligbt. 

Save wiiat the glimmering of thffe livid flamea 

Cafb pale and dreadfbl? thither let us tend 

From off the toffing of theft fiery waves; 

There reA, if any reft can harbour dieret 185 

And re-aiTembling our aiBided pQiw*rs> 

Confult how we may henctforth moft offend 

Our enemys ^^ own I06 how repak; 

How overcome this dire cahrniity^ 

What itinforcement we may gain frpm hope } 194 

If not^ what refolution from defpair* 

Thus Satan talking to his neareft mate, 
Vhh head np-lift above the ^ave, and eyes 
That fparkHng UaxM $ his other paru befides 
Prone on the flood, extended long and large ^ 19$ 
Lay floating many a rood t in bulk as huge. 
As whom'the iabies name> of monftrous flze, 
7'itaman, or Eartb-bom, titat warr*d ott Jtve, 
JSn'areus, or T^bon, ^hom the den 
By ancient Tatfis held $ or that fei-faeaA ao* 

Leviathan, which God of all his woito 
Created hugeft that t^nm tfa^ ocean ftrdktai : 
(Him, haply lhimb*ring on the Norw^ foan» 
' The pilot of fome fmall night^-founderM fldS; 
{deeming fome ifland, oft, as feamen teil> 10^ 
With fixed anchor in his fcaly rind. 
Moors by his fide und^ the Lee, while ni^t 
Inveftrthe fea, and wlihed mom ddays») 
So ai«tch*4 out hii|^ in ten|th Hift ia^fmA ky» 
B5 



to Paradise Lost. Book i. 

Chained on the burning lake: norerertlicaflt iitf 
Had ris^n, or beav*d his head, but that the will 
And high permiflion of all-ruling heaven. 
Left him at large to his own dark defigns: 
That, with reiterated crimes he might 
Heap on himfelf danmation, while he fought 215 
£vil to others I and enragM might fee> 
How all his malice fervid but to bring forth 
Infinite goodnefs, grace, and mercy (hewn 
On man by him feduc'd: but on himfelf 
Treble confufion, wrath, and vengeance poorM. ito 
Forthwith upright he rears from off the pool 
His mighty ftature; on each hand the fiamet 
Driven backward dope their pointing fpire8,and rowlM 
In billows, leave t* tb* midft a horrid vale. 
Then with expanded wings he ileers his flight sftj 
Aloft, incumbent on the duiky air. 
That felt unufual weight : till on dry land 
He lights, if it were land that ever bum*d 
With folid, as the lake with liquid fire : 
And fuch appeard in hue, as when the force S3» 
Of fubterranean wind tranfports a hill 
■ Tom from Ptiorus, or the fliatter*d fide 
Of thundering JEtna, whoie combuftible 
And fueVd entrails thence conceiving fire, 
SublimM with mineral Any, aid the winds, ^35 
And leave a finged bottom all involved 
With ftench and finoke : fuch refiing found the fote 
Of unblefsM feet 1 Him followed his next mate. 
Both glofying to faaYc 'fiap'd the Stygian, floods 
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As Gods, and by their own recoverM ilMngth ; 140 
Nol by the fuffVance of fupenul pow*r. 

Is this the region, this the foil, the dime, 
(Said, then the k>ft Arch- Angel) this the feat, 
That we muil change for heav'n f this moumfoigloom 
For that coeleftial light ? be it fo ! fince He 24$ 
Who now is Sovereign can difpofe, and bid 
What (hall be right i £artheft from Him is beft. 
Whom realbahath equaUM, force hath madefuprem* 
Above bis equals. Farewel happy fields. 
Where joy for ever dwells ! hail horrors! hail a 59 
Infernal world I and thou profoundeil hell 
Keceive thy new pofleiTor ! One, who brings 
A mind not to be changed by place or time. 
The mind is its own place, and in it felf 
Can make a heav'n of hell, at hell of heav*n. 255 
What matter where, if I be (Ull the fame. 
And what I ihould be, all but lefs than He 
Whom thunder hath made greater } Here at le^fl 
We (hall be free j.th' Almighty hath not built 
Here for His envy } will not drive us hence : ^ 260 
Here we may reign fecure ; and in my choice 
To reign is worth ambition, tho' in hell : 
Better to reign in hell, than ferve in heav*n. 
But wherefore let we then our faithful friends, 
Th* aflbciates and copartners of our lofs, 265 

Lye thus ailoniih'd on th' oblivious pool. 
And call them not to (hare with us their part 
In this unhappy manfion : or once more 

With rallied arms to try^ what may be yet 
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Regained in lieav^n, orwluif moreloftinhtU? 170 

80 Satan fpalce^ aifd him Beehaebub 
Thus aa^fverM : Leader of thofs armies bright. 
Which bat th' Omnipotent none could have fbllM \ 
ir once they bear that voice, their fiTeliefl pledge 
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard fo oft 975 
In woHl extremes, and on the perilous edge 
Of battel when it rag*d, in aH aflanlti 
Their fureft fignal, they will ibon refume 
Kcw courage, and revive, tho' now they lye 
Orov^ling and proArate on yon lake of Are, aSd 
(As we erewhile,) abounded and amas'd ; 
No wonder, fallen fuch a pemidovs height f 

He fcaroe had eeasM, v^en the (bperior fiend 
Was moving tow*rd the ibore : his pondVous Ihield, 
Kthcreal temper, maflle^ large and round, 185 
Behind hint caft x ^^ broad drcumference 
Hung on his (boulders like the Moon, whofe orb 
Thro* optic glafs the tvjcan artift views 
At evening, from the top of Tefole^ 
Or in Valdafno, to defcry new binds, 990 

Rivers, or mountains, on her fpotty globe. 
His fpear, (to equal which the talleft pine 
Hewn on Norwegian hills, to be the mafl 
Of fome great Ammh-al, were but a wand) 
He walkM with, to fupport uneaile fteps 
Over the burning marie (not like thofe ftept 19$ 
On heaven^s ature ! } and the torrid clime 
Smote on him fore beiides, vaulted with Ike* 
Kathleft ke fo indurMj tttl on the beach 
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or that iniUuned ft* bs ftood, aad ciU*d • 30^ 

Hit legioiM, AngcUfomiSi who lay inttint'd^ 

Thick as autoAituU levres that fkraw tht braokt' 

In yaJhmirofit, tvhere th*£##«J!y«i ihades. 

High ov«r-afchM iitibdw*r$ or fcatterM fisdg* 

Afloat, when With fierce wtndt (^^/mi arm'd 30^ 

Hath YtfxM theked-Seacoaft^whdfeWatet o'iftiirMr 

Bufirity ^d his MemfSi^n chivahy, 

WhUe with perfidious hafiwl they porfii'd 

The kiomnen ot G^Jbin, who beheld 

FftStn the fafe fiioar their floating carcafet, 31^ 

And broken chariot wheels: fo thick beftroWn, 

Abjed SMi loll lay thefe, covering the flood, 

Undel' attazefnent of their hidtons change* 

He caird fb loud, that a& the hoOeW Deep 

Of liell reftninded : Prinees, Poteiiutet, 315 

Warriors, the fiowV of h«lv*n ! onceyom, BO#toft^ 

If fnch aftohifhment as this can feize 

Eternal fpirits: or have ye chos*n this plMb 

After the tin! of battd to repofb 

tour wearied trirtue, fbr the eafe yoo fiAd 3«tf 

To flunlber here, as in the T&Ies of beatttt f 

Or in this abjteft poflure hart ye ^orh 

T'adore the conqueror? who no^ beholds 

Chemb and Setaph rowling in the flood. 

With fcatterM arms and eiiflgns ; till anon %%$ 

His fvtat purfbers from heaVn-gates difcerh 

Th* advantage, ahd defcending tread ns down 

lltns drooping $ or with linked thunder-bolts 

Tnuiifix lit to the bottom of this Gnlph. "- 
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Awftke^ arife^ or be for ever faU*n ! 330 

They heard, and were abaih'd, and up they fprunf 
Upon the wing; as when men wont to watc^i 
On duty, fleeping found by whom they dread, 
Rouze and beftir themfelves ere well awake. 
Nor did they not perceive the evil plight 33^ 

In which they were, or the fierce pains not feel; 
Yet to their Generars voice they foon obeyM^ 
Innumerable ! As when the potent Rod 
Of Anrani's fon, in ^gyft*s evil day, 
Wav'd round the coaft, up callM a pitchy cloud 340- 
Of locufts, warping on tlie eaftern wind. 
That o'er the realm of impious Pharaab l^ing 
Like night, and darkenM all the land of Niit : 
So numberlefs were thofe bad Angels, feen 
HovVing on> wing under the cope of hell, 341 

^Twixt upper, nether^ and furrounding fires.: 
Till, as a fignal giv^n, th^ up-lifted fpear 
Of their. great Sultan waving to direfl 
Their courfe, in even baliance down they light 
On the firm brimflone, and fill all the plain : 350*1 
A multitude! like which the populous north 
PourM never from her frozen loins, to pals 
Mhene or the Danaw, when her barbarous Tons 
Came like a deluge on the fotith, and fpread 
Beneath Gibraker to the Libyan (ands. 355 

Forthwith from ev'ry fquadron, and each band. 
The Heads and Leaders thither hafte where -ftood 
Their great Commander ; God-like fhapes and formCf 
Excelling human^ Princely Pignitics^ 
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And Powers ! that eaift in heaven iat on thrones $ . 
Tho* of their names in heav'nly records now 361 
Be no memorial ; blotted out and ni'd. 
By their rebeUion, from the books of life. 
Nor had they yet among the fons of £v« 364 

Got them new names ; *till wand*ring o*er the eanh. 
Thro* God*s high fufierance for the tryal of man^ 
By ^alfities a^ lies the greateft part 
Of mankind they corrupted, to foriake 
God their Creator, and th' invifible 
Glory of ^Him that made them, to transform 379 
Oft to the image of a bnite, adomM 
With gay religions full of pomp and gold. 
And Derils to adore for Deities : 
Then were they known to men by Tarieus names. 
And various idols thro* the heathen world. 37^ 
Say, Muie, thdr names then known ; who Mt, who 
Rouz^d from the flumber, on that fiery couch, [1^ 
At their great Emperor*s caH, as next in worth 
Came fingly where he ftoed, on the bare Arand, 
Wlnle the promifcuous crowd flood yet aloof ? 3s* 
The chief were thoie who, from the pit of hell 
Roaming to feek their prey on earth, durft fix 
Their feats long after next the fieat of God, 
Thar altars by His altar, Gods ad<»-'d 
Among the nations round, and duiil abide 3S5 
Jebvvab thund^rin^; out of Siw, throned 
Between the Cherubim ; yea, often placM 
Within His ian^*ry it felf their ihrines, 
Ikbomiitt^Ml and with cnrM thingt 
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Hif holjr rites md fefenm fcalb profirii*A, )9#. 

And with tbetr darkneft dnrft affiroat his light. 

Firft JUtf^rifr, horrid King, bcfinear*d with Mood 

a human iacrifioe, and parents tears | 

Tho% for die noiie pf drams and thnbrds loud. 

Their chiMrefts cries unheard^ that paftthio*ilre 195^ 

To his glim idol, ifim the Ammmtt 

WorflbpM in K^bha^ and her wat'ry plain. 

In Argthf and in Bafgn^ to the ftmm 

Of utmoft Amon, Nor content with loch 

Andacioas neighbourhood, the wileft heart 400 1 

Of ScUmim he led by fraud, to build | 

His temple right agamft the temple of Cod, 1 

On the opprobrious hiH $ ahd made his grofv 

The pleafant TaUey of HhmM, 7dp^«r thence 

And black Oebeuna caU'd, the type of hell. 405 

Next Cbmos, th' obftene dread of M^*s Ibfes, 

From>#«tfrto^«^<andthe WiM ' 

Of fottthmoft Atarim ; in Hefthm 

And Hfironaim, Se^n*» realm, beyond * 

'(he flow*ry dale of SiStHa, dad with vines $ 4t#^ 

And Sleak to th* Afpbahic pool : 

Pr^r hjs other name, when he entic*d 

Jfrnel in Sittim, on their march from Nth, 

To do him wanton rites, which coft them woe* 

Yet thence his loftfiil orgies he inlarg*d 415 

Even to that Mil of fcandal, by the gtove i 

Of Moloeb homicide; luft hard by hate> 

Till good JoftMb droire them thence to heS« 

With tfade came they, lvh» ftom the b&rd*nng 4i094v 
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Of old Emphnotsy to tl» brook that parts 4^ 
M^pt fitMi) Syrian pwnA, had general lUflMt 
Of BaaUm^ and Jfitanth \ thefe male^ 
Thefefemimne: ( For fpurita when they pitalo 
Can either fex affume, or bbth; fo loft 
And uncomponiided k thdr eflbnce pare ; 4*5 

Not tfA or manesled with joint or Ihnb^ 
Nor founded on the hrittle ftren^ of benee^ 
Like cnmhreufi flcAi ; but in^wlnt ihape they chnlb^ 
Dilated or cendens'd^ bright or obfeiue^ 
Can execute their airy purpofesy 4|« 

And works of love or enmity fiiUU.) 
For thoTe the race of IJratl oft forfook 
Their living flrength, and unfrequented left 
His righteous altar, bowing lowly down 
To beftial Gods ; for which their heads as low 43f 
BowM down in battel, funk before the fpear 
Of defpicable foes. With thefe in troop * 
.Came Afioretb, whom the Pbteniciam call*d 
Afiartty Qjieen of heaven, with crefeent homai 
To whpfe bright image nightly by the moon, 449. 
Sidonian virgins paid theinvows j^d fongs $ 
In SioH alfo not unfung, where ftood 
Her temple on th* oflenfive mountain, built 
By that uxorious King, who(b heart, tho* laiige, 
BeguilM by £ur idoktrefles, fell 44f 

To idols foul. T^«iMmx came next behitid^ 
Whofe annual wound in Lebanon allar'd 
The Syrian damfels, to lament his fate 
In am*roii6 ditties aU a fmiuner^a dayi 



18 ' Paradise Eos T. Book i« 

While finooth Adctiis from his native rock 450 

Ran purple to the fea, fuppo«*d with blood 

Of *rbammM» yearly wounded : the love-tale 

Infeaed Sion^t daughters with like heat; 

Whofe wanton paflions in the (acred porch 

Mfukiel law^ when^ by the vifion led, 45^ 

His eyes furvey'd the dark idolatrist 

Of alienated Judab, Next came one 

Who mpum*d in eameft, when the captive Ark 

Maim*d his^ brute image, head and hands lop*d o^T 

In his own temple, on the grunfel edge, 460 

Where he fell flat, and (ham*d his worihippers } 

X>agon his Name ; Sea-Monfter ! upward man 

And downward filh : yet had his temple high 

Reared in Aaotus, dreaded through the coaft 

Of PaUftiney in Gatby and Afcalon, 465 

And Acearorty and Gaxa^s frontier bounds. 

Him foUowM Rimmon, whofe delightful feat 

Was fair Damafius, on the fertil banks 

Of Abbana, and Pbarpbary lucid (h-eams ! 

He alfo againft the houfe of God was bold : 470 

A leper once he loft, and gainM a King, 

jtbax, his fottiih conqueror, whom he drew 

God^s altar to difparage, and difplace. 

For one of Syrian mode, whereon to burn 

If is odious ofFMngs, and adore the Gods 475 

Whom he had vanquifhM. After thefe appeared 

A crew, who under names of old renown, 

OJiris) Ifiiy Orux, and their train. 

With monftrovs (hapes and forceriet abused 
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Fanatic Mgy^, and her priefts, to f«ek 4S4 

Their wandring Gods difgntiM in bnitifli Ibnnt, 
Rather than human. Nor did Jfrttl *leape 
Th^infiB^Hon, when their borrow'd gold compoeM 
The calf in Orth-^ and the rebd King 
Qoobled that fin in Betbel, and in Dan, ^ 

Lik'niag his Maker to the grazed ox, 
yebtvah ! Who in one night when he palsM 
From ^gy^ marching, equalM with one ftroke 
Both her firft-bom and all her bleating Gods. 
Mebal came hA, than whom a fpirit more lewd 494 
Fell not from heaven, or more grofe to knre 
Vice for it felf : to him no temple flood. 
Or altsr (mok'd ; yet who more oft than he 
In temples, and at altars, when the piieft 
Turns atheift, as did Elf\ fons, who filled 49 
With luft and violence Ae houfe of God? . 
In courts and palaces he alfo reigns. 
And in luxurious cities, where the noife 
Of riol afoends above their loftieft towers. 
And injury and outrage: and when night 50^ 

Darkens the ftreetr, then wander forth the fons 
Of Belialy flown with infolence and wine: 
Witnefs the ftreets of Sodom, and that night 
In Gibeab, when the hofpitable door 
£iq)Os*d a matron, to avoid worfe rape. 50^ 

Tbefe vrere the prime, in order and in might ) 
The reft were long to tell, tho* (ar renownM, 
Th* Ionian Gods, of Javan's iflue, held 
Gods, yet coiifef«'d later than hcav n and earthy 
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Their boaiM ptreaU. Titan, (liMv'n*s firfl-tem^) 

With bis enormoiM brood, and b&rthrigKt feis'd 51k 

By younger Satvm^ he from mightier Jwe, 

(ffis own ami Rbe9\ fon>) like meafiire HottDd } 

So Jove ttfurping reign*d: diefe foil ia Ottt, 

And Ida known J thence on the liiowy top 511 

Of cold Olymput rvl*d the middle air^ 

Their higheft heav'n^ or on the DtlptA^ cUlr^ 

Or in Dodona, and thro' all the boiimis ' 

Of Doric land) or who with Saf»m bid 

fled over Adria to th' Htfpenan fields, j|s« 

And o*er the CeUick roamM the utmoft ifle^. 

AH thefe and more came flocking, but with Ibokt 
Down-caft and damp ; yet ftidi wherem appeared 
Obfcure fome glimpfe of joy, to have found thtea* Chief 
Hot in dei^Mlr, to have found themfelves not loil pt^ 
In lofs it felf ; which on his countenance caft 
Like doubtful hue: but he his wonted pride 
Soon recoUeding, with high words, that bore 
Semblance of worth, not fubftance, gently raU*d 
Their fainting courage, and difpeird their fears. 534 
Then ibrait commands that at the warlike found 
Of trumpets loud, and clarions, be aprear*d 
His mighty iVandard : that proud honor claitil*d 
Acazel as his right, a Cherub tall ; 
Vhb forthwith from the gUttering il&ff nnfbrlM 5J f 
Th*itnperial enfign $ which, foil hish advincM^ 
^ Shone fike a meteor ftreaming to the wHid, 
* With gems and golden hjftrc rich imbhnM^ 
SeraiMeinmandtnpNcii allllMWiii&i 
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SoaorousmetidblawlngsiartuafiMiiidii 54* 

At wihkh the iini^ncfrl hoft up fest 
A ihout that tm helTt concave; and hefcmi 
Frighted the nigB of CUm and old l/ight. 
All ilk a momnt tino* the g^oom vera ften 
Ttn thouted baaneia rift into the air, 545 

With orient Colonn wariag: with them nh 
A f>reft huge of fpean ; and thronging hahnt 
AppearMy and fenied ihields in thick amy» 
Of depth iBMneafwable: anon they nw^ 
In perfed Phalaaac, to the Dmym mood 55^ 

Of flutes, i»d loft rtcofden ; fuch as nis*d 
To height of noblelt temper Heroes old 
Arming to batls^; and iailead of mge, 
Delibente valor faseathNiy firniy and umnov'd 
With diead of death to ffight, or faul retmatj 551 
Nor wanting poiw*r to mitigata and fwige, 
With folemn tooehes, troubled thoughts, and cha$i 
Anguifl), and doiAt, and lear, an^ fonrow, and paisj 
From mortal or trnmoiaal minds. Thus Ihey 
Bmathing united foase, with Hand thought 5I0 
MotM on in illence to fell pipes, that charmed 
Their painftil fteps o*er the humt feil s and now 
Advanced in view, they fland, a horrid ftoot 
Of dreadAit length, and dealing arms, in gutfe 
Of warriors old with ordered fpear and fliiekl, 505 
AwMting. wliat command 4ieir mighty Chief 
Had to impofe: he thro^ tiie armed files 
Darts his experiencM eye, and iboo travevii 
The whole hatettMi views «hri( oidsr due } 
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Thar vi&ses umI ftitiiie as of Gods; 570 

Their number bft he fmns. And novr his heart 

Diftends with pride, and hanl*mttg in his ftrenjth 

Glories : for never lince cx«ated> man 

Met fuch ioibodacd foroe> as nam*d with tfacfe 

Could merit more than that fiaall infioitry 57 j 

WarrM on by cranes ; tho* all the Giant brood 

Of PU^s with th' Heroic race were joinM, 

That fought at Uttha and IHmm on each fide, 

MixM with auxiliar Gods: and vdiat refounds 

In ftUe or romance of Utber\ fon, 5S0 

Begirt with Britijh and Jbwm< Knights | 

And all who finoe, baptisM or infidd, 

Joufted in Afprmt^nt^ or M*ntmlkam, 

Dsmafco, or Moncee, or Treiifind $ 

Or whom Biferts fent from j^c flioar» $Z$ 

When ChMrlewuim with all his Peerage feU 

By FemmrMia. Thus far thefe b^ond 

Compare of mortal proweft^ yet obfery*d- 

Their dread commander: he, above the reft 

in fliape and gefture proudly eminent* 590' 

Stood like a tow*r: his fonn had yet not loft 

All her original brightneft, nor appeared 

Lefs than Areh- Angel ruinM» and th*excefs 

Of glory obfcur'd : as when the fun new-ris'n 

Loo^s thro' the horizontal mifty air» 595 

Shorn of his beams ; or from behind the moon. 

In dim eclipfe, diiaftrous twilight iheds 

On half the nations, and with fear of chan^ 

Perplexes monarcbs \ darkened fo, ytf (horn 
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AboYe them all th' Arch-Angd t but tiis deo 6o« 
Deep fears of thunder had intrenched, and can 
Sat on his £Kled cheek, but ander brows 
Of daontlefs courage, and confid*rate pride 
Waiting revenge: cruel his eye, but call 
Si^ of remorfe and paffion, to behold 6o| 

The fellows of his crime, the followers rather^ 
(Far other once beheld in blift ! ) condeinn*d 
For ever now to have their lot in pain ; 
Millions of fpirits, for his fault amercM 
Of heaVn, and from eternal fplendors flung 6io 
For his revolt ; yet faithful how they ftood, 
Their glory vntherM s as when heaven*8 fire 
Hath fcath'd the foreft oaks, or mountain pinet. 
With finged top their ilately growth, tho* bare. 
Stands on the blafted heath. He now preparM 6i^ 
To fpeak, whereat their doubled ranks they bend 
From wing to wing, and half indofe him round * 
With all his Peers *. attention held them mutes 
Thrice he aflayM, and thrice in fpight of fcom. 
Tears fuch as Angels .weep, burft forth ; at laft 619 
Words interwove with fighs found out their way, 

O myriads of immortal fptrits ! O Pow*rs 
Matchlefs, but with.th' Almighty, and that Mft * 
Was not inglorious, tho*' th* event was dire, - 
As this place testifies, and this dire change, 625 
Hateful to utter: but what pow*r of mind, 
Forefeeing, or prefaging, fnxn the depth 
Of knowledge pail or prefent, couM have fear*d, 
Hofw fucb vait*d force of Gods, how fucli 



S4 PARAD18B Lost. Book i. 

Afftoodlfkedicfey eottUcwBrtaiowrapiiMi? $^ 
For who can y^ beKeve, tho* aftor loft. 
That all theie puiffiuit legions, iriiotfe aaille 
Hath emptied heaven, fliaU fail to ffe-aicond, 
Sdf-raisMy and ra«pQ6faA tiMir native fea*? 
for me be witneft all the haft d hewr^n, 635 

If ocimfels diftrant, or danger fliun'd 
Bj me, ham loft our lK>pei : hnt he who nifna 
Monarch in heav*n, till dwn as otte femtm 
Sate on Hit throne, upheld by old repute, 
Confent^ 00 cuftom, and hie regal ftate €40 

Put forth at IbU, but ftU) liis ftmgth eoneeal'd. 
Which tfrnpted our attempt, and wrought our tiH' 
Heoeeforth Hia nuight we know, and know our ouna } 
So a^ not either to provoke, or dread 
Kew war, ptgiiFok'd. Our better part MOMina ^ 
To work in clofe deign, by fraud or guile« 
VhatibvQieffeftednot: that He no left 
At length from us nviy 6nd, who woKfimm 
By forc^, hath/>vevcome but half his foe* 
Ipace may produce new worlds 1 whanof fe nfe <|9 
Them w«at a fame in heaven, that He eio-loit 
Intended to create $ and therein plant 
A fenaration, whom Hia chciea lugard 
Should fjMFQr equal to the fona of heav*»: 
Thither, if but to pry, fhaU be paihapa §55 

Our firft erupiiQB, thither or elfewbem: 
For this infernal pit flnll never hold 
Gelfftalipirita in bondage, nor th^Aby^ 
l«ng under daffinals eowr. *«-*- But tttifis Ihnoghia 

Full 
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FaH ^mM mi^ matUTB : Petoe is defpfttrM, 660 
For who ean think AibmUBon ? War then, wu- 
Open or underilood maft be refolvM. 

He fpakes and to confirm his words oot-ilew 
MilUoDS of flamiQs fwords, drmm from the thighs 
Of mishty Cherubnn: the fodden blate 665 

Far roond iUmnfaiM HeUj highiy thef ragM 
Againft the IfigliBft» and £eroe«with grafped arms 
ClaihM on their (bunding fliidds the din of war, 
Hurting defiance toward the vault of heaven. 

There Aood a hill notfior^ whofe grifiy toff 670 
BelchM fire and reiwlii^ lisK>ke$ die reft entire, . 
Shone with a ^oOyXcurf; (undouhted fign 
That in his womb 'mn hid metalKck eie. 
The woik of fulphur) tUdwr wing'd with fpeed 
A numerous bri|^ haftenM: as when bands 675 
Of pioneers, vnth fpade and pickax arm*d. 
Forerun die royal camp, to trench a fi^d, 
Or caft a Rampart: JI£raMw» kd them on, 
Mammtm, the kaft creded fpirit that fell 
From heaVn:for ev^ninheaVn hisloiAa and thoughts, 
Were ahvays downward bent; admiring more 681 
The riches of heavVs payement, trodden gold. 
Than ought divine or holy eUe, enjoyM 
In tifion beatific: by him firft 
Men alio, and by his fuggeftion taught, 685 

]Uniack*d the centre, and with impious hands 
Rified the.bowels of dieir mother earth 
For treafures better hid. Soon had his crew 
Opened into tbe hiU a fpacious wounds 

e 
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And dig^d out ribs of gdld. (Let none admirt 690 

That rich^ grow in hell } that foil may beft 

Deferve the precious bane.) And here let thofe 

Who boaft in mortal things, and wondering tell 

Of BaM, and the works of MemfJUan Kings, 

Learn how their greateft monuments of fiune, 695 

And ftrengthy and art, are eafily out-done 

By fpirits reproboCe^^and in an hour. 

What in an age they with inceOknt toil. 

And hands innumerable, fcarce perform. 

Nigh oirthe plain in msq^ cells prepared, 700 

'That underneath bad veins of li^d fire 

Sluc*d from the hdce, a ieoond multitvde 

With wondrons ait found out iIr nudSf ere ; 

Severing each kind, and fenmmM Die bullion dpofr s 

A third as feon had formM within the grooad 705 

A various moMj and from the boiling oelis 

By ftrange conveyance fiUM each holtow nooks 

As in an Off an, from one blaft of wind. 

To many a row of pipes the lonnd-board breania* 

Anon out of the earth a fisbric huge 71^ 

Rofe like an ezkdatkm, with the Ibond 

Of dulcet iympfaonice, and voices fvieet ; 

^fuH like a tem^, where pihflers round 

Were fet, and Doric pillars, ovtriaid 

With golden architrave: nor did there want 715 

Cornice, or freeae, with bofiy feulpturss graven ; 

The roof was fretted gold. Not Baljlvn^ 

Nor great Akmro, filch magnifiecnce^ 

CquallM in all their glories, to iaihrine 
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Behu^ or Strtfit, their Gods ; or Ibat 72^ 

' Their Kings, wbon JEfypt with Affyria ftrove 
In WMkh and laxury. Th'tfcending pile 
Stood fixt her ftatdy h^ht^ and ftrait the door^ 
Opening their braien folds, difooirer wide 
Within, her ample ^pttces, o>r the finooth 735 
And level pavements from die arched roof. 
Pendent by fnhtle magic, many a row 
Of ftany lamps, and blazing creflTets, fed 
With Nspbihd and AJphahusy yielded light 
As finom a iky. The haftj^pntiltitude 7^ 

Admiring ent«r*d, and the work fome pralfe, 
And ihme the archited: his hand was known 
In heav'n by many a towred ftnidure high. 
Where fceptred angels held their reiidence. 
And fat as Princes ) Whom the fvpreme King 735 
Exalted to Alch pow*r, and gave to rule. 
Each in fait Hierarchy, the Orders bright : 
Nor WW his name unheard, or nnador*d. 
In ancient Greece ; and in Aufenian land 
Men caird him Mttlciher\ and how he fell 740' 
From heav'n they fabled, thrown by angry Jo^t 
Shedr o*er die chryftal battlements \ from morn 
To noon be fell, from noon to dewy eve, 
A fummer*s day ; and with the fetting fun 
Drop*d from the Zenith like a falling ftar, 745 

On Lemnot th*ASgean ifle: thus they relate. 
Erring ; for he with this rebellious rout 
Fell long before $ nor ought availM him now 
T* h^re boilt in heaVn high towers ; nor did he fcspc 
C 2 
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^f anUscBgiaf, bot^ailiadkiiigfait 750 

With l» iiiilBflriom aevr to build in belL 

Mean while tbe wiBSRl benOdt by oomnsuMl 
Of fcff^niyi pow'r, with awfiil oenmony 
AndtnmpctsftNBidy thioughoiit tfie hoft prodaiin 
AfiilaimcD«KfliBi4withliDbehdil 755 

At Tmmiwwmmmm^ the high Capital 
Of SttsM and his Peens their Innaions cdiM, 
Fram cvoy band and filmed icBunenty 
Bf place or choice the wortfaieft, they amm 
UTith hiindr ed s, and wil^ thoniands, trooping came 
Atcendedi all acoefs was tfarongM, the gates 761 
And porches wide, hot chief the fpndoos haD 
^Thoogh like acover'dfiddy where champion s bold 
Wont ride in annM, and at the SMan^t Chair 
DefiMthebcftof PAMicfaivahy 765 

To mortal combat, or csiiere with hnoe) 
Thick fwarm*d, both on the ground, and in the «r, 
BmfliM with ^ hift of railing winfk As bees 
In fpruig time, when die fun with Taurm rides, 
Rourfixtfa their popnknisyondi about the hire 77* 
In cUiftcn} they among frefli dews, and fl6wr*s, 
' Fly to and fro, or on the frnoothed plank, 
(The fuburb of their Oraw-buUt dttadel,) 
New nib*d with baiihn, expatiate, and confier 
Tbdr ftate«afairs'. (o thick the aery crowd 775 
SwarmM,and weis ftocigbtenM ; till the fignalgiVBs 
Behold a wonder! thqr but now who feem*d 
In Bignefs to fttrpais Earth's Giant fons. 
Now left than fixiaUeft dwar£i, in nanrow loom 
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Throng nuxnbcrleis, like that Pygmean race 7S0 

Beyond the Indian mount j or Fairy Elves; 

Whofe midnight Fevels» by a foreft fide. 

Or fountain feme belated peafant iee$» 

Or dreams he iees j while over-bead the moon 

Sits aiUtrels^ and pxastx to the eartb 7S5 

Wheels her pale coorfe ; they on their mirth and dance 

Intent^ with jocund mnfic chann his ear » 

At once with joy, and feur, his heart rebounds. 

Thus incorporeal (pints to finalleft forms 

Itedoc'd their Ihapes immenfe ; aiul were at large, yfp 

Though without number dill, amidft the hall 

Of that infernal court. But far within, . 

And in their own dtmenfions like themfehres, * 

The great Seraphic Lords^ and Cherubim^ 

In dofe rece&, and iecret oondave UX\ 795 

A thou£uid Demi-Gods on golden (eats, 

Frequent and full 1 Alter (hort fience then. 

And fonuAom read, tiw great confult began. 



The end of the firjl Boot. 
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BOOK II. 



The ARGUMENT. 

The confultatton begun^ Satan debates whe* 
ther another battel be to be hazarded for 
the recwery of heaven: fome advife it^ 
vthers dijfuade. A third propofaf is pre- 
fer*d, ^ mentioned^ before by Satan, to 
Jearih the truth -^ that prophecy or 
tradition in heaven concerning another 
worlds and another kind of creature^ 
equals ^r not much inferior to themfehes^ 
abouf this time to be created: their doubt 
who fhall be fent on this difficult fearch : 
Satan their Chirf undertakes alone the 
voyage ; is honored and applauded. The 
council thus ended ^ the reft betake them 

feveral 
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ftveral ways, and to hviral implymititsy 
as tbiir incUnations uad them^ to inter^ 
tmn tbi time UHI Satan return. He 
patfis M bis jmrnty to bell gates, finds 
iSem fimt'^ and wbe fat there to gsmrd 
thimykf whom at length they are opened, 
. amd dfcoiver to him the great gm^b be^ 
tween bell and heaven : with what dtf- 
fij9J^ be paffes througbj directed ty 
Chaos, the rower of that place^ to the 
Jight of ibis ne%p^ world which he fought. 



V 
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HIGH on a tlirose of royal fbte» which far 
Outihone the wealth of Ormus, and of hdi 
Or where the gorgeous eail with richeft band 
Showers on her Kings Barbaric pearl, and gold, 
Satan exalted (at, by merit rais'd 5 

To that bad eminence •. and from defpair 
Thus high uplifted beyond hope, afpiret 
Beyond thus high $ infatiate to purfue 
Vain war vrith heaT*n ; and by fuccefii untaught. 
His proud imaginations thus difplay'd. xo 

Powers, and Dominions, Deities of hear'nl 
(For fince no Deep within her gulph can hold 
Immortal vigor, though opprefsM and £all*n, 
I giye not heav'n for loft: from this defcent 
Cdeftial virtues sifing, i^ill appear 15 

More glorious and more dread than from no fidl. 
And truft themfelves to fear no fecond hxt,) 
Me though juft right, and the fix*d laws of heaven 
Did firft create your Leader j next, free choice | 
With what beAdes, in council or in fight, to 

Hath been atchievM of merit i yet this lolf 
Thus far at leaft recovered, hath much more 
EftabllHiM in a fafe unenvied throne. 
Yielded with full confent. The happier ilite 
In heav*n, which follows dignity, might draw %$ 
"Btfiry from each inferior ; but who here 
Will envy whom the higheft place expofes 
Foremoft to ftand agaihft the Thunderer*s aim, 
'•'*'Yottr bulwark } and condemns to greateft ftiare 
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Of endlefs pain ? Where there is then no food 30 
For which to firive, no ilrile can grow up there 
From fiidiqpt for none fure will daim In heH 
Precedence J none, whole portion is lb finall 
Of prefent pain, that with an^tious mind 
"Win covet mora ! With this advantage then 35 
To miion, and finn 6itl^ and firm accord. 
More than can be in heav'n, we now retnm 
To claim our jua inheritance of old. 
Surer to proTper than prosperity 
CotddhaireafiorMua: andby whatbeftway, 40 
Whedier of open war, or covert gtnte, 
Ve now debate: who can adviie may fpeak. 

He eeasMj and next him Mdoke, ibeptred King, 
Stood up^ the firongeft and the fieroeft fpirit 
That firaght in heav*n, now fiercer by defpair: 4S 
His XTxA was with di^Etenial to be dcem*d 
2<]Qal in ftrength; and rather than be kfs,. 
CarM not to be at all} with that care lofl 
Went aU his fear: of Ood, or belly m worle^ 
Re reckM not sand theft words thereafter ^Mket jo 

Myfetttenoeisfior open war: of wjks, 
Moreunexpert, I bosift not: them kt diofe 
Contrive who need 5 or when they need, not nofWs 
Tor while they fit contriving, flull the reft, 
iCIIioitt tliat Hand in arms, and longing wait 5s 
^ fignal to afcend, fit lingering here 
ReaVn's fugitives, and for their dweOing-plact ' 
Accept this dark opprobrious den of fiuunt^ 
"^ l^viibo of His tyranny who r^gns 
Cs 
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By our delay ? Ko ! let us mjCher chufe, 60 

Arm*d with hell Aames and ftixy, all at once 
0*er beav*n'*8 high tow*rs to force refiftlefa w»y. 
Turning our tortures into horrid arms 
AgainA the torturer : when to meet ttic noife 
Of His Almighty engin He (half hear 65 

Infernal thunder j and lor lightning, Ae 
Black 6x9, and horror^ fliot with equal rage 
Among His Angels : and His throne ij^felf 
Mixt with Tartarean fylphur, and ilrtnge %itt. 
His own invented torments. — But perhaps 70 

The way feems difficult, and fteep, to fcale 

With upright wing againft a higher foe. 

Let fuch btthink them, (if the fleepy drench 

Of that forgetful lake benumb not ftiU) 

That in our proper ffU)don we afcend 75 

Up to our native feat: defcent and fell 

To us is adverfe. Who but felt of late, 

When the fierce foe hung on our broken Rere 

Infulting, and purfu*d us through the Deep, 

With what compulsion, and laborious flight, %o 

We funk thus low ? Th* aicent is eafie then ; j 

Th* event is fearM ; (hould we again provoke 

Our ilrcnger, fome worfe way His vt^rath may Und 

To our deftmdtion : (if there be in hell 

Fear to be worfe deftroy'd) What can be worle %<, 

Than to dwell here^ driv*n out from blifs^ condemned 

In (hie aUiorred deep to utter woe! 

Where pain of unextinguifliable fire 

"MxA exerciff us^ without hope of end^ 
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The raflak of His angery whea tiie fcoarse fo 

Inexorably^ and the torturing heor. 

Calls us to penance? more deftroyM tlian thuij 

We flioiild b^ quite abolUhM, ami expire. 

What fear we then ? what dooibt we to incenfe 

Httutmoftice? which to the height enragM, 9$ 

Will either quit« conTume us» and reduc* 

To nothing this eflentialj happier far. 

Than miferable to have eternal Being. 

Or if our fubftance be indeed divine. 

And cannot ceafe to be, we are at word io« 

On this fide nothing : and by proof we feel 

Our power.fufficient to difturb His heav'n. 

And with perpetual inrodes to alarm^ 

Though inacceflible. His £ital throne: 

Which, if not vidory, is yet revenge. 105 • 

He ended frowning, and his look denounced 
Defperate revenge, and battel dangerous 
To lefs than Gods. On th' other fide uproic 
Bclialy in ad more graceful and humane : 
A fairer perfon loft not hsav'n ; he fecniM 1 10 
For dignity composM, and high exploit : ^ 
But all was falfe and follow: though his tongm: 
Drop'd Manna, and could make the worie appear 
The better reafon, to perplex and daih 
Matureft counfels \ for his thoughts were low : 115 
To vice induftrious, but to nobkr deeds 
Timorous, and flothful: yet he pleasM the ear. 
And ynrh perfuafive a«oent thus began. • 
I ftouM be mnch for open war, O Peers, 
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Ai not bdiind in hate, if w^t was iit^*d isa 

Main reafon to perfuade immediate war. 
Did not difluade me moft ; and Teem to caft 
Ominous conje^bire gm the whole ibcoels ; 
When he who moil excels in £id of arms^ 
In what he coonfek, and in what excels, 22; 

Miibnftfiil, grounds his courage on defpaxr. 
And utter diflbhition, as the fcope 
Of all his aim, after fome dire revenge. 
Firft, what revenge ? The towr*s of heav*n are fiDM 
With armed watdi, tfiat render all acoefr z ju 

Impregnable : oft on the bordering Deep 
Encamp thdr legions ; or with obfcore wing> 
Scout hr and wide into the leahn of night, 
Scorning furprize. Or could we break our waf 
By force, and at our heels all heU ihould nfe 1 75 
With blackefl ififurrefBon, to confound" 
Heaven's pureft light 5 yet our great enemy. 
All incorruptible, would on His throne 
Sit unpolluted; and th' ethereal mold 
Incapable of ilain, would foon expel 240 

Her«dfchief, and purge off the b^^er fire, 
VsAorious. Thus repuIsM, our final hope 
Is flat defpair; we muft exafperate 
Th' Almighty Vietor to fpend all His rage, • 
,jAnA that muft end iv ; that muft be our cure 245 
To be no more. — $ad cure! for who would lole. 
Though full of pain, tluf intelldftual Being ; 
Thofe thoughts, that wander through eternity | 
Tp perUh rather, f)raUow*d op and JM 
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Sff At wide womb of imcreaeed night, j$9 

I>eTOid of fenfe and modoa ? And who knows, 
(Let this be- good) whether oar angry Ibo 
Can giYe tty or will ever: bow He can. 
Is doubtful i tint He never wiO; is fore. 
Win He^ fo wife, let loofe at once His irs, 155 
Belike through impocenor, or unaware. 
To give His enemies their wifli, and end 
Them in his anger, whom Hh anger fiives 
To pnnlih endlefs ? — — Wherefore ceafe we then > 
Say they who connfel war ; We are decreed, 160 
lUferv*d, and defHnM to eternal woe t 
Whatever doing, what can we {nSter mere ) 
What can we lufibr worfe ? — Is this then worft. 
Thus 6tting, thus coniiilting', thus in ams f 
What ! when we fled amain, puriiiM, and Arook 165 
With heaven's affliding thunder, and befooght 
The Deep to (helter us ? This hell then feem*d 
A refuge from thofe wounds. Or, when we lay 
ChainM on the burning lake? ThVt lure wit worfe. 
'What if the breath that kindled thofe grim flres, 170 
Awalfd, fiiould blow tfasm into fevenfald ngf^ 
And plunge us in the flames? Or, from above. 
Should intermitted vengeance arm again 
His red right hand to plagne us>? What if all 
Her ftores were open*d, and this firmament 17 j 
Of hell fliooM fpout her cataradft^ of fire f 
Impendent honors I threatoing hideous lall 
One day upon our heads : while we perhape 
Befigniog or exhorting gloiioiu war> 
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Onight in a fiery teaopeft fliall be liuii*d i$# 

Each on his rode trsnsfixMy the fport ^id ptef 
Of racking whtrlwindt s or for ever iuidc 
Under yon bciUng ocead^ ^nnapM kf diaifls $ 
There to converfe ^th everlafting groans^ 
yiyefpited, vnpitied^ unrepriev^d, it5 

Ages of hopeUfs end ? This would be worie. 
War therefore, open or conceaFd, aliice 
My voice dtifiiades : for what can force or guile 
With Him, or who deoeixe his mind, whoie eye 
Views all things atone view i Hefrom heav'n*s jbeighf 
All thefe our motions vain, fees and derides s 19 1 
Not more almighty to refift our might. 
Than wife to fruilrate all our plots and wiles. 
Shall we then live thus vik, the race of heav*n 
Thus tran^led, thus expellM, to fuffer here 19$ 
Chains and thefe torments ? Better thefe than Drorfe, 
By my advice *, fince fate inevitable 
Subdues us, and onmipotent decree; 
The yii6^*s will. To fuffer, as to do. 
Our ftrength is equal, nor the law unjdft ftoe 

Th;^ fo ordains : this was at firft refolv'd 
If we were wife, again/l fo great a foe 
Contending, and fo doubtful what might €aH. 
I laughy when thofe who at the fpear are bold 
And venturous, if that fail them, (hrink, and fear 
"What yet they know muil follow, to indure ao6 
Exile, or ignominy, or^bonds, or pain. 
The fentence of their conqu'ror : This is now 
Our doom ! which if we can AiiUin and be<H-^ 
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Our fupmne fee, ia time, mutf unoh raoik sia 
His angert and perhapc thot far reaiofr*dy 
Not mind us not odRnidingy iatitfyM 
With what is pmifliM: wfaanoe tbde raging first 
Will fladcen, if his hnath iltr not tfanr flamst. 
Par purer eflence than will OYereooM %t$ 

Their noxious vapor $ or cnurM, not fool | 
Or chang'd at length, and lo the place conlbnn'd 
In temper, and in nature, will receive 
Familiar the fierce beat, and void of pain. 
Tibs horror will grow nuid, this daricnefs, light t 
Befides ^frfuit hope the never-ending flight aai 

Of future days may hring, what chance, what change 
Worth waiting, fince our prefent lot appears 
For happy, though but ill $ ior ill, not worft; 
If we procure not to our felves more woe. %z$ 
Thus Belial with words cloathM in reaibn*s garb 
CouniblM ignoble eaie, and peaceful floth. 
Not peace % and after him thus J^cmmtm fpalce. 

Either to difinthrone the King of heaven 
We war. If war be beft, or to regain ^30 

Our own right loft : Him to unthrone we thes 
May hope, when everiafting Fate fliall yield 
To fickle Chance, and Cbsci judge the ftrife t 
The former vain to hope, argues as vain 
The latter : for what place can be for us «35 

Within heav*n*s bound, unlcfs heav'n^s Lord ftqprand 
We over-power ? Suppofe He (hould Mlent 
And publiih grace to all, on promife oaade 
Of new ftttjeftioBs widi vhat eyes eouU we 
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Stind ia Hit pnkoot himible, and reoetre 24* 

Stn€t laws impo^d, to cddrnte His tbrone 

With wai1>led bymns, and to his Godhead fiog 

Foic*d HaHdujahs? while HeIordl}F iits 

Our cnvyM Sov'tngn, and His altar breathes 

Ambrofialodorsy and Aiiibrofialflow'n, 945 

Our fenrile oflfefings! This nmft be our talk 

In heav'tty this our delight } htm weariiono 

Eternity fo fpenty in worflup paid 

To whom we hate 1 Let us not then purfhe 

By force impoAUe^ by leave obtain*d %$9 

Unacceptable^ thoagt^ in heav'n, our ftate 

Of fplendid ▼aflahge : but rather feek • 

Our own good from ourfeWes, and from oor own 

JAyt to ourfehres $ though in this vail reods^ 
Free, and to none accountaUe; preferring 255 
Haid liberty before the eafie yoke 
Of fenrile pomp. Our greatnefs will appear 
Then moft coofpicuoos, when great things of final^^ 
Vfeful of faurtfoly profperous of adverfe 

. We can create ^ and in what place feeder s6o 

Thrive under evil, and work eaii out of pain. 
Through labor and indurance-. This deq> world 
Of darknefs do we dread ? bow oft amidft 
Thick clouds and dark, doth heav*n*s all-ruling Sin 
Chufe to refide^ His glory unebfeurM ? 265 

• And with the majefty of daiknefs round 
Covers His throne ; from whence deep thunden roar 
Muft*ring their rage, and heav*n refemhiet hdl I 
As He our darknds, cannot we Hit lisht 
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Imitate wiien we ple4fe ? Tins defert feil S7# 

Wants not her hidden liiibe^ genM> and g^ldt 

Nor want we ikill or art, from whence to raife 

Magnificence ; and what can heaT*n (hew more } 

Our torments a'fo may in length of time 

Become our elemenU ; thefe piercing fires 275 

As ibft as now fevere, our temper changed 

Into tbeir temper ; which muft needs remove 

The feniible of pain. All tilings invit* 

To peaceful oounfels^ and the fettled flate 

Of order> how in fiafety beft we may ftSl» 

Compofe our prcfent evib^ with rsgard 

Of what we are, and were j difmifling quiM 

All thoughts of war. — ^Ye have what I advifik 

He ftarce had finilh'd, when fucb murmur fill'd 
Th* aflcmbly, as when hoUow rocks retain a8^ 
The found of Uuft'ring winds, which aft mghr kmy 
Had rousM the iea» now with hoarfe cadence lull 
Sea-€uing men o*ermitdi'd, whole hark by dianoe. 
Or pmnace, anchors in a crsggy ha/ 
After the tempeft t fiich applavfe wet heard S901 
As Mammom ended, and his fentcnoe pteas'd^ 
Advifing peace. For, fu^h another field 
They dreaded worib than hell : fo much thi ter 
Of Sunder, and the fword of Miekatl,. 
Wrought itiU within them; and no left defife $9% 
To found this nstfasr empire, whidr ought rife* 
By policy, and long prooels of time. 
In emulation oppofite to heav'n. 
Which trbea BerlmeM perceived (than whooi,. 
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J«* princely counfel KSTir^ ' 
SK though in nJT.'^rl^? y« *•-. 

r-n W„.. high UdiC.TZr u_ 

Under th' iwviftWe cuATwfa^d ^^ '*' 

WitwptiwmnltltMde: «arHe, before 

In height, or depth, ftiUfirftwataft ^-11 • 

Byowrerdt} hutoverheUeottead '** 

HU empire, and with irwi fcqttie nile 

Us here, as with hi* gotden thcA in kea-v 
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War hath dettraiinM ns, aad fbii'd wkh lofs 33^ 

Irreparable $ terns of peace yet none 

ToQch&f*d^ or fought: for what peace iiiil]ll)eg|v*a 

To OS enflayM, but cuftody fevere» 

And ftripes^ and aihttrary punUhment 

IqAided ? aad what peace can we recutn ? 33I 

But, 10 ov po«r>, hoftUi^> and hate, 

Vntam'd rchidasce, and teveoi^i though flow» 

Yet c^er plottiiig how the conqueror leaft 

May M^ Hk oenqneft ; and n>ay kaft rqoict 

In doiflf I' what we moft in fuffering feel ? S4* 

Nor will ocoafion want, nor fliall we need 

With dangeroM cxpeditiDn, Co invade 

Heav*n, whole lugh walls fear no i^Quik or fiege. 

Or aaofauA firom the Deep : what if we find 

$ofie eaika enteiprlie ? There is a place, 345 

(If ancient and prophetic fam^ in iieav^n 

£rr not) another mirld, the happy feat 

Of feme new raoe cail'd Man; about this timi 

To be created like to us, tfioogh Icfe 

hi powV «nd excellence, but ferorM aaorp 359 

Of Him wtiondei abovei fo wae His will 

Pronouac'd afoong the Coda, and by an o§A, 

That ihocdc hew?*n'e wMe dEeumference,confe^*4ft 

Thither let us taid all our thoughts, to learn 

^'^t cnattres cheie inhaUt, of what mold, 85S 

Or fubftance, how enduM, and what their powV, 

And where their wealaiefs, how attempted heft. 

By force, or iubtflty. Thoi^h heaven be^ fliul* 

And lwnr'fl*i liigh arUtrator At feoou 
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in his own ftrength, this place may lie exposM^ 360 
The utmoft border of His kingdom, Mt 
To their defence who hold it : here perhaps 
Some advantagious Si€t may be atchiev*d 
By fudden onfet, either with hell fire 
To waile His whole creation ; or pofleft^ 365 

All as our own, and drive (as we were driv^a) 
The puny habitants ; or if net drive. 
Seduce them to our party, that their God 
May prove their foe, and with repenting hand 
Aboliih His own works. This would lurpaft 370 
Common revenge, and interrupt his joy 
In our confiifion, and our joy upraife 
In His difturbance; when His darling font, 
HurlM headlong to partake with us^ Audi cufft 
Their frail original, and faded blifts S7S 

Faded fo foon ! Advife if this be worth 
• Attempting, or to fit in dailEaefr beiv 

Hatcfahig vain empires. Thus BwebuM 

Pleaded his devilifli counfel, firft dem*d 

Bf Sataitf and In part propoc'ds far wfaeBoe, )8o 

But from the author of all ill, ooold Spring 

So deep a malice, to coi]f<iand die race 

Of mankind in one root, and earth with hell 

To mingle «id involve, done all to fiHle 

The great Creator f But their fpite (till ftrvei 3^5 

His glory to augment. The betd delign 

PleasM highly thole infernal States, and jof 

Sparkled in all their eyes ; with full aflteft 

They vote: wtiereat hia Ipeecb he tlUtt 1 
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Well have ye jodsM, well ended lotlg deibate, 390 
Synod of Gods ! and^ like to what ye are« 
Great things refolvM : which from the loweft de^ 
Will once more lift us up, in fpite of Fate, 
Nearer our ancient feat ; perhaps in riew 394 

Of tbofe bright confines, whence with neighbouring 
And opportane ezcurfion, we may chance [snm. 
Re-enter heav*n : or eUe, in fome mild Zont 
Dwell not vnTiiited of beav*n*s fair light, 
Secore, and at the brightening orient beam 
Paige off this gloom : the foft delicious air, 400 
To heal the fear of thefe oorrofive fires. 
Shall breathe her halm.— But firft whom (hall we fend 
In fearch of this new world ; whom (ha^ we find 
Sufficient? Who (hall tempt with 4trand*ring het 
The dark, aobottom*d, infinite Abyfs, 405 

And through the palpable obfcure find out 
His uncouth way { or fpread his aery fiight^ 
Up>bom with indefatigable wings 
Over the vaft abrupt, e^er he arrive 
Tbehappyiile? What ftrength, what art can dieii 
Suffice, or what evafioo bear him iafe 411 

Through the ilria fcnteries, and ftations thick 
Of angels watching round ? Here he had need 
All circumfpe Aion ; and we now no lefs 
Choice in our fuffrage : for, pn whom we^fend, 41^ 
the weight of aD, and oar laft hope, relies. 

This iaid, he (at j and ezpedation held 
His look fttfpenfe, awaiting who appeared 
To fecond or oppofe, or undotake 
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Th« perikms utten^s but all fat mute, 410 

Pondering the danger with deep thoughts ; «and each 
In othen cotmt*naiice read hia own difmay, 
AftoniihM ! None, among. the choice and prime 
' Q{ thofe he^*n-warrtng chan^iont, oouid be found 
$0 hardy, a» to profier, or accept 425 

Atone, the dreadful Voyage: till at hft 
Satan, whoiti now tranfcendent glory raised 
Above his fieUows, with monarchal pride 
(Confcioue of higheft worth) umnovM thus fpake. 

O Progeny of heaven, empyncal Thrones ! 430 
With reafon hath deep filence, and demur, 
SeizM us, though ondifmayM : long is the way 
Atad hard, that out of hell leads up to light s 
Our prifon ftrong } this huge convex of fire, 
Ooiragimis to devour, immures us round 435 

Ninefold : and gates of burning adamant 

^Banr*d over us,, prohibit all egrefs. 
Thefe pafsM (if any pa^) the void prdbund 
Of uneiTential night receives him next 
Wide ^i{)ing! and with utter lofs of Being 440 
Threatens him, plimgf d in that abortive g^. 
If thence he fcape into Whatever world. 
Or unknown region, what remains him left 
Than unknown dangers, and as hard efcape ? 
But I fliould ill become this throne, O Peers ! 445 

^ And this imperial fov*reignty, adom*d 
With fplendor, arrnM with pow'r, if ought propos'd 
And judg'd of public moment, in the (hape 
Of diiUculty, or danger, couM deter 
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Me from attempting. Wherefore do I aAUme 45^ 

Thcfe Royalties, and not refuie to rei^« 

Refufii]g,to accept as great a iliare 

Of hasardy as of hoacr, doe alike 

To him who reigns^ and fo much to him diie 

Of hazard moie» as he above the reft 45) 

High- honored fits ? Go therefore, mighty PowVs ! 

Terror of heav'ii, though faU*ii I intend at home, 

(While here ihall be our home) what beft miay eafe 

The prefem mifery, and render -hcU 

More toleraUe j if there be cure,-or charm^ 4(0 

To refpite, or deceive, or ilack the pain 

Of this ttt manfion. Intermit no watch 

Againft a wakeful foe, while I abroad, 

Thraagfa aU the coafts of dailc deftniaien, feek 

DettTerance for us all: tJkAs enterprize 4C5 

None (hall partake vHth me. —-Thus tSiying rofe 

The Monarch, and prevented all reply : 

Prudent, left, from his refohxtion rais'di 

Othen among the chief might oficr now 

(Certain to be refcsM) what erft they fear*d $ 47or 

And fo refos*d, mig^t in opinion ftaod 

His rivals ^ winning chea{r the high re^pute. 

Which he through hasard hi^ muft earn. But they 

Dreaded not more th* adventure, than his voice 

Forbidding J and at once with him Aey rofe 1 475 

Their rifing aU^rt once was as the found 

Of thunder heard remote. Towards 410^ they bend 

Whh awfol revectnce prone$ and as a God 

Sxtol hin^ ec^al to thftfi^icft in hesv*n s 
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Nor faa*d they to expreTs how much they praitM, 
That for the general Mtty he defpisM 4S1 

His own ! (for neither do the fpirits damn'd 
Lofe all their virtne j left bad men fliould boaft 
Their fpecious deeds on earthy which glory excites ; 
Or clofe amU^oD ▼ami(h*d o*er with xeal.) 4S5 
Thus they dieir donbtful confliltationB daik 
Ended, rqoictng in dieir matchlefs Chiefs 
As when<from mountun-tops the duiky doods 
Afcendingy while the north-wind ileqis, o'er*lpread 
He«v*n*s chearfnl face, the low*ring element 490 
Scowls o*er the darkened laodfchape fnow, or IhowV : 
If chance the radiant fun with (arewel fweet 
Extend Ms er'ning beam, the fields refire. 
The birds their notes renew, and bleating berdf 
Atteft their joy, that hiU and vaUey rings. 495 
O (hame to men ! Devil ^th Devil daomM - 
firm concord holds, men only dilagree 
Of creatures rational, though under hope 
Of heaT*nly grace: and, God proclaiming peace, 
Tet live in hatred, enmity and ftrife 500 

Among themfdves, and levy cruel wan. 
Wafting the earth, eaeh other to deftroy: 
At if (which might induce us to accord) ' 

Man had not hellifh foes enow befides. 
That, day and night, for his deftru^on wait. 505 

The Stygian council thus diflbWdj and forth 
In.crder came the grand infernal Peers: 
*Midft came their mighty Paramount, and leem*d 
Alene th^anta^Miift of heav^ nor lefs 

Than 
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Than heU*8 dnad Bmparar, with pomp fu^^reme, 
And God-Uke imitattd lUCe. Him roond 5 1 1 
A globe of fitry Seraphim intios*dy 
With bright iaibUxoiirj, and horrent armt« 
Then^ oC thflir MBon diidsd fhey bid ctj 
WvAk trumpets regal found the great refult : 51^ 
Tow*rd8 the four wiikU four fpeedy Cherubim 
Put to their mouths the founding alchymy, 
By herald*t roiee explainM : the hollow Abyfs 
Heard £u> and wide, and all the hoft of hell 519 
Vith deaf *Bing foout retum*d them loud acclaim* 
Thence more at eafetiieir minds,and fomewhatrais'd 
By £dfo preArniptuous hope, the ranged Powers 
Bllband, and wandering, each hb feveral way 
PurTues, as inclination or UA choice 
JLeads him perpIexM, Where he may fikeliei^ find 5^5 
Trace to his reftlefs thoughts, and entertain ' ^ 
The irkfome hours, till his great Chief return.' 
Part on €tm plain, or in the air fubfime 
Upon the wing, or in iWift race contend. 
As at tV Olympian games, or Pythian fields : 530 
Part curb their ftery Heeds, or (hun the goal 
With rapto ^Rmeels, or fronted brigads form. 
As when, to warn proud cities, war appears 
Wag^d in the troubled (ky, and armies rulh 
To battel in the clouds ; before each Tan 535 

Prick forth the aery Knights, and couch their fpcars 
Till diickeft legions clofe ; with foats of arms 
From ather end of heay*n the welkin burns. 
Others, wWl taft Ijfhttan rage, mow feU ! 
D 
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Rend up both rocks and hillt, and ride the air 540 
Inwhirlwindj heU fcarce holds the wUd uproar. 
Aft when Alcides from Otcbalia crown'd 
With conqueft, felt th' invenom'd robe, and tore. 
Through pain up by the roots Hf^alian pii^ $ 
And X/VAtf4 from the top of 0«ftf threw S45 

Into th'£«^V Sea. Others more mild. 
Retreated in a filent valley, fing 
With notes Angelical to many a harp 
Their own heroic deeds, and haplefc fall 
By doom of battel : and con^hun that iate 550 
Free virtue ihould inthrall to fiwce, or chance. 
Tficirfong was partial} but the harmony 
* (What could it lefe when fpiritt immortal finfi ) 
Sufpendcd hell, and tookwith ravifliment 
The thronging audience. In difcouife more fwect, 
(For eloquence the foul, fong charms the feniy 556 
6thers apart (at on a hill retired. 
In thoughts more elevate, and reafonM h]|^. 
Of providence, foreknowledge, wiU, mdiM} 
FixM fate, fiw will, foreknowledge abfolutis 5^ 
And found no end, in wandring maxes loft. 
Of good, and evil, much they argu'd then. 
Of happineft, and final mifery, 
Paffion, and apathy, and gk)ry, and (hames 
Vain wifdom all, and falfe pWlofophy I 5»S 

yet, with a pleafing forcery, could charm. 
Pain for a while, or anguiih } and excite 
Fallacious hope, or ann th' obdurate breaft • 
With ftubbom patience, as with triple ft^ 
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Another part, in fipiailpont and grofr buids^ 579 
On boM adventure to difcover wide 
That difinal world (if any dime peihapt 
Might yield them eafier hahttation) bend 
Four ways their flying march^ along the banki 
OC four infemal fiTert, that di%orge 575 

Into the bqming bke their hakfiil ftreaim i 
Abhorred Styx, the flood of deadly hatej 
Sad Achenti, of forrow ; black and deep! 
Cocyttu, namM of lamentation load 579 

Heard on the nieliil fiream : lieroe PtlegetMig 
Whofe waves of toRvnt fire infiame with lagoii 
Far off from thefe^ a flow and filentfiiwuni 
Lethe, the dwnr of oblivion, rolls 
Her wat*ry labyrinth ; whereof vrho dHnks* 
Fordiwidi his former Hate and Being forgets, 585 
Forgets both }oy, and grief, pleafore, and pain* 
Beyond this flood a froien continent 
Lies dark, and wild; beat with perpetual ftorms 
Of whirlwind, and dire hail j whidi on firm land 
Thaws not, but githers hes^, and ruin feems 590 
Of ancient pile s all elfe, deep fiiow and ice : 
A golf profound ! as' that Serhonian bog 
Betvnzt Damata, and mount Cafim old. 
Where armies whole have funk : the pardimg air 
Bqmt fiore, and cold performs th*elRfft of fire. 595 
Thither by harpy-footed furies hard. 
At certain revolutions, all the daamM 
Are brought} and feel by turns the bticer change 
Of fierce extremes, extremes by diange more fiorcel 
Da 
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Fkdqi hedt of ragfeBg if« to £tam in ic9 loc» 

Their foft ethereal warmtli, and there lo pint 
Inunoveahley kM'd, and kwim toand, 
Pdriods of tiaoj thmoe hnnM back to irtr 
They imyover thie Lethasn Soimd 
Both to and froy dieir Cdrw to mpmtA, 005 
And wiih, and ilnmlo at tbejr pafr,. to reach 
The tempting fiieam, «ntfa one fmall drop to hrfe 
in fweet fbtytftiloifi all pain and woe, 
AJl in one. moment, andfonnrtbebiinks 
But Fate withftandt* «nd to oppofrth* attempt $» 
Mtduf4 w^ Otrgimdm terror gnardi 
The ford, and of ttMf the watar fliea 
All tafte of living wi^ % m cnoe it Had 
The Up of Tmtt^Uu, Thna roving on 
In confosMmarph forlorn th*adirettt'routfaandi, 615 I 
With flmdd^rins horror pale, and eyes agaft. 
Viewed firft their bmenUble loC» and found 
No roils through many a dark and dreary valo 
They paft*d, and many a region doierow^ 
0*er many a froCin> many a tey Alp^ ^ 

Rocke, cavat, lakai, font, hogi, dtnt, and ftndai of 
A laiterfe of dMith ! whkb God by carfo [deatbi 
Created evil { for ovil only good. 
Where all lifo diaa, death Uvea, and natort hMtda 
9Brr«rfc« all monlhmia, all predigiottt thingat ^5 
Abon^nable, inotticrablo } andwaifo 
Than Fables yet htva foign*d, or foar 0QMeiv*d« 
GorgptUf and J^f^^9 Md Chhnrst diraw 
MaaawfailothaadMriafyofGndaadnaa M 
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etffM^ ^ffi txioQ^uts ifnnfli d d[ nignCfii odfen^ 

Puts on fWift wtast, and towards the gates of hel! 

£xploN8 Ms ttXttMTj night : lomethkies 

He icoort die right'hand coaft^ fometimes the left i 

Now fiuives with levd wing the I>ee|>s then (ban 

Vp to the fiery concave tow'ring high. ^35 

As y^hm £ir off stfea a 6eet defcryM^ 

Httgs in Che doads, hy ^qiuinodial winds 

Clofe fiufing from Ba^nh, or the Ifies 

Of Tenutte, and ^dm^^ t^ience merchants bring 

Th^ {ifkcf drugs : they on the trading flood 64A 

Throt^h the wide Jtthi^ian, to the C^ 

Plr» flemming nightly towVd the Pok: fo feemM 

Far off* the fiybig Rend. At laft ap|>ear 

Hell bouads, hif^-tcachlng to tt» horrid roof ; 644 

Aad thrice threeloid the gates t three folds were braft« 

A^hres hODy three of adamantliie foclt ^ 

uaptneunilej impsd M with dit^ng nre ^ 

Vet oftconfomM. Before the gates there fat 

On diiier flde a fbmiidable ttap9 $ 

The one feemM woman to the waift, and fair j 659 

Bet ended foid ht many a fcaiy fold, 

Yoh&nmoQS and vaft ! a ferpcnt aim d 

With mortal fthig ; ^tit her middle romd 

A ciy of heO-honnds never ceaflng bark*d €54^ 

With wide (Mtrian inonths foil loud, and rung 

A hideot» feali yet, when they fift, would creep^ 

If oe^ diftorb*d their noife. Into her womb. 

And kennel there ; yet there ftill bark*d, and howF d 

Within, vnfeen. Far left abhorM than thefts 
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VexM SeyUa, bathing in the fea that parts 660 
€alahria from the hoarlb Trinacriau (hore 1 
Nor uglier follow the Night-hag, when caU*d 
In f<cret> riding through the air (he comet 
Lur*d with the finell of infuit-blood, to dance 
With Lapland witches^ while the lab*ring Moon 
Eclipfes at their charms. The other (hape 664 
(If fliape tt might be pall'd, that (hape had none 
PifKnguilhable in member, joint, or limb; 
Oc fubftance might be callM that fliadow leemM, 
For each feemM either : ) black it ilood as nighty 670 
Fierce as ten Furies, terrible as hell. 
And ihook a dreadful dart : what feem*d his head. 
The likenels of a Kingly crown had on. - 
Satan was now at hand, and from his feat 
The monfter moving, onward came as hSt $7$ 
With horrid ftrides : hell trembled as he Arode. 
Th* undaunted fiend what this might be admir*d j 
Admired, not fearM ; God and his Son except. 
Created thing naught valued he, nor (han*d ; 
Jind with difdainful look thus firft b^an. 6Se 

Whence, and what, art thou I execrable fliape ! 
fhat dar*ft, though grim and terrible, adyanoa 
Jhy miT-created front athwart my way 
To yonder gates ? through them I mean to pai^ 
^ That be aflurM, without leave aflcM of thee. 685 
Retire, or tafte thy folly, and learn by proof. 
Hell-bom ! not to contend with fpirits of heaT'n. 

To whom the Goblm full of wrath replyM; 
Art thou that Traitor- Angel, art thoa He, 
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Wbo firft broke peace in lieaT*n, and fiuth, tin then 
Unbroken 3 and in proud rebeflioiu arms 69 1 

Drew after him the third part of heav^n^s fons, 
Conjured againft the Higheft ; for which both thou 
And they, outcaft from God, are here condemnM 
To waile eternal days in woe and pain } 695 

And reckon*!! thou thy felf with finritt of heav*n, 
Hell-doomM ! and bresith^il defiance here and foom, 
¥7here I r^n Ring, and to enrage thee more, 
Thy King, and Lord ? Back to thy punifhment, 
SaUe fugitive I and to thy fpeed add wings ; 700 
Left with a v^p of fcorpions I porfae 
Thy lingering 5 or with one^ftroke of this dart 
Straage horror feize fhee, and pangs unfclt before. 

So fpake the griefiy Terror, and in fliape, 
(So fpeaking, and fo threatning) grew tenfold 705 
More dreadful and deform. On th* other fide 
InoeasM with indication Satan ftood 
UnterrifyM ; and like a Comet bumM, 
That fires the length of Ofbiucut huge 
In th*ar^c (ky, and£rom his horrid hair 71* 

Shakes peftilence and war. Each at the head 
Leverd his deadly aim ; their fatal hands 
No fecond fbt>ke intend : and fuch a frown 
Each caft at th* other, as when two black clouds 
Witfi heaVn's artil'ry fraught, come rattling on 715 
Over the Cafpian ; then ftand front to front, 
Hoy*ring a fpace, till winds the fignal blow 
To join their dark encounter in mid air: 
So 4nw]i*d the mighty combatants, that ht!l 
D4 
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Grew darker at their frown : fo matchM they ftood r 
For never but once more was either like ' jit 

To meet to great a foe. And now great deeda 
Had been atchlev'd, whereof all heU had ning» 
Had not the Ihaky forcereft that fat 
Fall by hell-gate^ and kept the fatal key, y^j 

Ris'n, and with hideous outcry ru(h'd betweau 

O father ! what intends thy hand^ Ihe cryM^ 
AgainA thy only fon ? What fury» O iot^, 
Poflefles thee, to bend that naortal dart 
Againft thy father's bead ? and know*il for wtun f 
For Him who fits aboir^, and laughs the while 73 1 
At thee, ordainM his drudge, to execute 
Whatever his wratli, whidi HeTbaUs juftice, bids ; 
His wrathi which one day will deftroy ye both f 

She fpake, and at her words the heUUh peft 735 
Forbore j then tbefe to her Satat retum*d« 

So ilrange thy outcry, and thy words ig taflf • 
Thou interpofeft, that my fudden hand 
Prevented, fpares to tell thee yet by deeds 
What it intends ; till firft I know of thee, 749 
What thing thou art, thus double-formM } and wby^ 
In this infernal rale fixUt met^ thou called 
Mil father, and that phaau'm caU*ft my fon : 
I know tliee not, nor ever isw dll now 
Sight more deteftable than him, and thee. 745 

T* whom thus the portieis of hell-gate reply'dt 
Haft thou forgot me then, and do I fisem 
Now in thine eye fo fbul ? once deemM £0 fair 
In heav'a { when at th* aflembly, and in fight 
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of illdieSiraplliiif^ wiflitheeeattiKiiM 750 

In bold tMiTpiracy agdfift hetr^a^s Kin;, 
All on a fiiddeii mifei m Mc pain 
tapntM &mf, Am Cbiiie eytt, and dlny fwum 
In daiimds; wMe thy bead ftmes thick ahd fail 
Tlitw fonft } tffl en the left fide op*fting wMe, 755 
likefi to thca ti» (hape, and eoanffranca bii«ht^ 
Then lifting heat'nly ftdr, a Odddeft ann*d, 
Oct of thy head I fpnuig ; axnacement ^iz*d 
AD th'hoft of heaY*n ; back they recoilM, afraid 
At firft> and caU*d me ^SiVr; and for a fign 76a 
Portentotta held me * but nxniliar gro^n^ 
I pleased, and \Mi attra£iive graces won 
The moft averfe, thee chicAj, who ftril oft 
(Thy felf in me thy perfeA image viewing) 
Becain*ft inamorM, and fuch joy thou toofc*il 765 
With me in feoret^ that nly womb conceivM 
A growing burthen. Mean while war an^fe. 
And fields were fought in heav'n; wherein remained 
(for what codd elfe ? > to our Almighty foe 
Clear vidory 5 to our part lofc, and rout, 770 
Through aU the empyrean : down tiiey Ml 
Driven headlong from the pitdi of heav*n, down 
Into this Deep ; and in the gen*ral fan 
I alfo ; ad which time lids pow'rfiil key 
Inte my hand was giT*n, wKh charge €0 kee^ 775 
Tbefe gales for sirer finit, which none can pais 
Without my op^ttng. Penfive here I fat 
Alone, but long 1 htt not, tiB my womb 
Pregnant by th^^ -and now ^xceffive groxvti, 
»5 
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Prodigious motion felt, and raefvl throes ! j%9 
At lall this odious offspring vrhom thon fteft, . 
Thine own begotten, brealdng violent vnf 
Tore through my intraib } that with fear, lukl V^ 
Diftorted, all my nether (bape thus grew 
TransformM. But he, my inbred enemy 7S5 

Forth-iflTuM, brandiflung his fatal dart. 
Made to dfftroy 1 I fled, and cry*d out Diotb I 
Hell trembled at the hideous name, and figh*d 
From all her caves, and back refoonded, DetthI 
I fled, but be purfu*d (though more, it feems, 790 
InflamM with luft than rage) and, fwifter far ! 
Me overtook his mother, all difinayM t 
And in embraces forcible, and foul, 
Ingendring with me, of that rape begot 
Tbefe yelling monfters ; that with ceafelefs cry 795 
Surround me, as thou faw'il \ hourly conceivM, 
And hourly bom, with forrow inflnite 
To me r For, when they lift, into the womb 
That bred them they return \ and howl, and gnaw 
My bowels, their rqxift : then burfting fiortb, Soo 
Afrefli with conscious terrors vex me round. 
That reft, or intermiifion none I find. 
Before mine eyes in oppoiition fits 
Grim Death, tof fon and foe : who fets them on. 
And me his parent would full foon devour 805 
For want of other prey, but that he knows 
His end with mine involvM s and knows that I 
Should prove a bitter morfel, and his bane. 
Whenever that iball be; (6 Fate proiieunc*4« 
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Si4tlKMiO£idiar} IfiMWwifiithee^ flran tia 
His deadly arrow $ neithar viinly hope 
To be invuhi'nihie in thofe bright anm. 
Though temperM hetT'nly } for that mortal dinC^ 
Save He who reigns aboTe> none can refiftl 

She i&ni(h^dy and the fubtile fiend hia lore 8x$ 
Soon leamM, now milder, and thus anfwer*d finooth. 

Dq^ daughter! fince thoa daim*ft me for thy fire» 
And my lair fon here ihow*A me (the dear pledge 
Of daUiance had with thee in heav'ny and joys 
Then fweet, now lad to mention, thro* dire change 
BefiJl^n us« nnforefeen, unthought of ! ) know Sat 
I come no enemy, but to let free 
fhim out diis daik and diimal houfe of pain. 
Both him,- and thee, and all the heav'nly hoft 
Of Spirits ^t (in our juft pretenfes arrnM,) %%$ 
Fell with us fircdn on high: from them I go 
This uncouth errand fob ; and one for all 
My felf cj^fe^ with lonely ileps to tread 
Th* unfounded Deep, and through the void immenfo 
To foarcfa with wandring queft a place foretoM 8$» 
Should be, and, by concurring flgns> e*er*now 
Qre^nted, vaft and roundi a place of bli& - 
In the pourlieucs of heav*n, and therrin placed 
A nee of upftart ci«atures, to fopply . 
Pecbaps our vacant room $ though more removed. 
Left heaven furchaigM with potent multitude 8 36 
Might hap to move new broils. Be this, or ought 
Than this more fecret, now defignM, I haile 
To knows and this once kao¥na, ihall foon retum> 
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Amd bring fe to the place wine Then, and M>mthp 
Shall dwell at tifo, aoA «p and dowm wtfeoA 141 
Wing filently the buxom air, imhalai^d 
Withodoret theMyelliaUbeiiid, andiird 
Ifhmeafunblfy aU things fliall be yonr pref . 

He ceaaM,for both fbein*d highly frfeaaM, and Dtath 
Grinn'd hturiMe a gfaaAly (anile, to hear 846 

Hitftmineftiooklbefill'ds and UeA hia maw 
Deftin^d to that good hour t no left rejoic'd 
His mother bad, and tfaos beQMiIre htrttti 

The key of this infernal ^t by due, 950 

Aim) by command of hearVs jd-pow*rftiI King, 
J keep ; by Him forbidden to unlock 
Thefe adamantine gaaee j againll aO feree 
Death ready ilands to interpofe his dart, 
Fearlefs to be o*efmatiA*d by liWnp might, §55 
But what owe I to Ifis commands above 
Who hates me, and hath hither thnah me down 
Into this gloom of Tafiartit profound, 
7o nt m hatenil omce here eonfin d, 
Infanbitant of heaVn, and heav^nly-bom. Me 
Here in perpetual agony, and pain. 
With terrors, and innth chunors compauM round. 
Of mine own brood, that on my bowels lbed^ 
Thou art my fether, thou my atfdior, tfieu 
My Being gav*ll me ; whom Aeuld I obejr M5 
But thee? whom follow? thou wilt brilig me foen 
To that new world of light and bHfs, among 
The Gods who Hve at eaib, w4iere I ftiaU refgn 
At thy right hand ▼oleptitous^ as befoema 
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Tk^ daoghlery isd tfif dMling, wMiofUt end. tyo' 

Thus Hy^, frtfta Im* fide die fteal key. 
Sad MlniiiMne of aB ew woe r flietooks 
And towVdb the gace vdBang Iter beilfat train. 
Forthwith the huge iMMteitlfo Mgh u^dlrew } 
Which hoc her Mf, not all the Stygian Pow'rs 875 
Coaldoiieeh«feinoT*d| then m the key-hole turm 
Th* intricate wnda, won every bolt ssta bar 
Of mafly iron, or fbfid rock, with eafe 
Unfaftens 1 on a Aidden open fly, 
Wki impetoous reoofl, and ]mvD% fbund, fSo 
Th* infeiiial doors, and on Aeir hinges grate 
Haiih thunder, that tiie toweft bottom fhook 
Of Erebut, She openM, but to (hut 
ExoellM her pow*r ; the gates wide open ilood, . 
That with extended wfaigs a bannerM hofi, S9$ * 
Under fpread enflgns marchfaig, might paft through 
With horfe, and dtarioti, rank*d in toofe array. 
So wide they flood t and, like a fbmace mouth, 
Caft forth redoun^Bng finoke, and ruddy flame. 
Befbre their eyes in'fWilen Tiew appear S90 

The fecrecs of the hoary I%ep; a dark 
Sfiniiable ocean ! without boimd, [height, 

Without dimenfion; where length, breadth, and 
And time, and phce are loft ; where eldeil i^^]^i&/ 
And C&tfer, anoeflors of Nature, hold 895 

Eternal anarchy, amtdft tfie noife 
Of endlefs wars, and by conftifion Hand : 
For, hot, ooM, moiflr, and dky, lour champions fierce^ 
Stfhe here for vaSCtf, aodto battel bring 
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Ofeadihis£kaU)n, inthttrfov'taldaM, 

light-armM, or hcairy, iharp, fi«M)oth, fwift, or llo^^ 
SwMm pojHilottt, nn-auQiberM at the fimcU 
Of Bona, or (JrrcM*t torrid foU, 

Uvy'd to fide with WMTinflfwkid*, and poife ooe 

Their Kghtarwingt. To whom thefe moft adhe^^ 

He nilet a moment) Chsat umpiieLfits, 

And by decifion more embroils the <rey. 

By which he rdgm i next him high arbiter 

<^Mfe governs aU. Into this wild abyft, ^ga 

(the womb of nature, and perhaps her grave) 

Of neither fea, nor Ihoar, aor air, nor fire 

But all thde in their pregnant caufes mixM 

Confai'dly, and which that muft ever fight 

go»th-AUnighty Mater them ordain - g„ 

M« dark materials ^ create more worlds) 

Into this wild abyls the wary fiend 

Stood on the kfinkrf hcM, and look'd a-while, 

Pond'ring hU voyage ; (for no wnow fiith 

Khadtocrofs): nor was his e«r left peal'4 oio 

With Boifes loud, and ruinous, (to compaie 

Crcac things with final!) than when Scllona fioims. 

With aU her battering engins bent to rafe 

Some capital city 5 or lefs than if this fiame 

Of heav'n were felling, and thefe elemenu m. 

Ifi mutiny had from her axle torn 

The fteadfiUl earth. At laft hU faU-broad vans 

He fpreads for flight, and in the furging finoke 

V>-li£Wd fpum, the grounds thence many a Icegu*^ 
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At in a doudjr ciiair» ateuUng lidet 9 }• 

Audadoiisi but tliat feit iboii CHliog^ acett 
A vaft vacuity : all mawam 
Fliitt*ilDg his pennons Tain, plumb down ha drapt 
Ten thoufand £iithom deep : and to this hour 
I>oiwn had been CUling, had not by iU chanoa 93$ 
The ftrong rebuff of (bine tumultuous cioud^ 
Inflinft with fire and nitre, hurried him 
As many miles aloft: that fury flayed, 
Quench*d in a boggy Syitit , neither fin, 
Norgooddryland^ nig|iibundcr*donhe£u«ty 94* 
Treading the ovde conflAence, half on feot. 
Half flying^ behooves him now both oar and fiiiU 
As when a gryfen, through the wiHeneA 
With winged comie o'er hill, or mooiy dak. 
Purines the Arimrffign^ who by fleakh 949^ 

Had from Ids wakeful cuftody purloinM 
The guarded gold t fo eagerly the fiend 
0*er bog or lleep, through ftrait, rough, denibor rai^ 
With head, hands, wings, or ftet, purfues his way} 
And fwhns, or iSalcs, or wades, or creeps, or files. 950 
At kngthia^iiteiverial hubbub wild 
Of ftunning founds^ and voices all confused. 
Bom through the hollow dark aflanlts his ear 
With loudeft vehemence : thither he plies. 
Undaunted to meet there whatever Pow*r, 955 
Or fpirit, of the netheimoft abyfs, 
Mightin that noiie refide, of whom to aik 
Which vfay the neareft coaft of darkneft lies, 
Bordepng on tight t when ilrait behold the throne 
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€ftCI>aos, and Mi iaA p«vlBMi ^mM ^#tf 

Wideoit^walMitDtotpi wH li hin ui^iraiVI 
Sat lable-veAed iVir^^^, dUM of tlimst, 
Thb eofifbrt of Ids reigA » and hf tfitai Aood* 
Orf^M^ and Aiis, aiMt the dreaded fMme 
€)LDimdgorg$n s R»mornatt, mdCtmKe, 965 

And TiMivfr, and Cb^s^#ff aH imkreiTi^ 
And />//£dri >#ifb a diottfiml ▼arioui simcIb* 
T* whom Satai^ txmvikt Mdlf,ttim^^Y9 Tcw^tn, 
And fpirits, «f tlliia MChcrmofl abyft> 
Cl#«^ and A$cftntl9igiff I come fl» ffrjr 
With pvrpofe ce eoiplofei or to diUvrlr, 971 

ThofecfMiolyoiirmlmf kut^lyeoiiAniMt 
Wand'rinjf tirif^dHftflNhO doCirty af an^ ii^y 
Lies throosb your rpacie«s eHi]nfo vf» to IStgut, 
iUone, and ti^lheiit guid^^ half loft, t feelB 975 
What readieil path leads where yonr gtoomy boundi 
Confine vnth heaven t or if ibme other plaee 
From yottr donBsnion won^ to euiereai Kja^ 
Fbflfeflbs lately> tfiither to arrive 
I travd this Prefennd : dired my eowfe } ^le 
Direfled^ no mean re co m p enfe it bringi 
To your behoof: if I that region toft^ 
All ufurpatHon thence expelfd, reduce 
To her ori|^nal darltneft/ and your fway, . 9&f 
(Which is my prefent journey) and onoa mora 
£rea the ftandard tiiere of Aneienf Jfigbfj 
Yours be th* advantage aU, mine the rt v m get 
Thtt9 Satan I and him thus the anarch old. 
With &u!t'r!n|p fjpeech, and tifi^e incoBUfKit^ 
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AnfwerM. I kotom tlite» ibanger, ^wlio dioB art, 9^ 
That might/ leading Aagd who cf late 
Made head againftheavVaKiagy tlio* cnttthnvm, 
I (aWy-aad heard$ for Mk a nnm^toys balk 
Fled not in filence tia:xii|gh tbo frighted Deep^ 
With nuB upon nun, rout on rant, 99$ 

Confufion woife confoonded ; and heav'a-fatct 
Poured out by miUiona ber vhBtpntm banda 
Porfning. I upon my fronttan here . 
Keep rafidenoe^ if all I can will krvg 
That little which is left lb to <lefimd* too* 

E&croadi*d on ftitt through our inteiUna hrailaa, 
Weak*niDg the fceptre of M l^ht: firft hel(» 
Your dungcoo, ilretdiing iar and wide beneath t 
Now lately heaven, and earthy anotficr woiid 
Hung o*er my realm, link'd in a golden chaw, 1005 
To that fide hoaT'n fipom whence yoiir legiona foil* 
If that way he your waUcy you have not for; 
So much the nearer danger: go, and ^pead! 
HaToc, and fyuX, and ruin are mf gain. 

He ceas'd, and Baton ftaid not to reply^ itSft 
But glad that now hit foa IhouM find a ihieff. 
With frdh alacrity, and force nnewM, 
Springs upward, like a pyraaaid of fire, 
Into the wild ezpMifoi and through the ftock 
Of fighting elementB, on all fides roimd sofl] 

EaviraoM, winshiaway: hafder hafoe, 
And more endangered* thap when Jhg^ pdl*d 
Through S^ffkvna, betwixt the jnftlinf rodnt ' 
Or when Ul^fu «a the insboard f^simCA 
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£bmrybMs, and by th* other whirlpool fteerM. xo20 
So he with difficulty,- and labor hard 
>|oy*d on : with d&fficalty and labor he ; 
But he once paft, foon after, when man ML, 
Strange alteration ! Sin, and Death, a-main 
JPeUewing his track (fnch was the will of heav'n ! } 
PavM after him a broad and beaten way X026 

Over the dark abyfs, whofe boiling gulf 
Tamely endnr'd a bridge of wond*rous length. 
From heU continnM, reaching th* utmoft orb 
4>f this frail world ; by which the fpirits perrerfe 
With eafie hoitercourfe pais to and fro, 1031 

To tempt or puniih mortals, except whom 
God and good Arigels guard by fpecial grace. 

But now at laft the facred influence 
Of "Isght appears^ and from the walls of heaven Z035 
Shoots for into the bofom of dim night 
As.glimmering dawn s here Nature firft begins 
Her fartheft verge, and Chaos to retire. 
As from her outmoft woiics a broken foe, 
VVith tumult lefs, and with lefs hcftile din; X040 
That Satan with lefs toil, and now with eafc, 
Wafts on the calmer wave by dubious light ; 
And like a weather-beaten veflel holds 
Gladly the port, though (hrouds and tadde torn *. 
Or m the emptier wafte, refembling air, 1045 

Weighs his fpread wings, at leifore to behold 
Far off ih* empyreal heav*n, extended wide 
In circuit, undeterminM fquare or round t 
With opal tow^s, and battkmeau adooi^d 
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Of Kving fephir^ (once his native feat! ) S05P 

And faft by, haoiging in a golden chain. 
This pendant world, in bigncft ttg a ftar 
Of finalleft inagaiAde, dofe by the moon* 
Thither liiU fraught with mifchieroua re^raiife^ 
AoBOH^d^- and^m a curfed hour he hkt, B055 



Tbi End rf the Sicond B9ok. 
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bath fended thi majefly of God by aj^ 
. rimg U GidbHtd^ and thtrrfire tmtb alt 
bis pregewf diWHd U diatbffmfl dii^ m« 
ifsfmu cfii can hi found fiStuwt /« im^ 
fwerfor bitjffmk^ amdwukrgo bis fa* 
nijhmeni. tis^onrf God fredf ojfirs 
^ bimfelf a ranfomfir Man: ibo FaAtr 
accepts btMj ordains bis incarnation j fro* 
fumncis bis exaltation above all names in 
beensen and eartb\ commands all ^ Anm 
gels to adore him ; tbe^ obef^ and hymning 
to their harps in fklt chotr^ celebrate tbe 
Father ana the Son. Mean while &taii 
alights upon the hare convex of this worUTs 
atttermojl orb 'y where wandrin^ he firft 
finds a placey fince caWd the £imbo of 
Vanity J what perfons and things fiy up 
thitber\ thence comes to the gate of heaven^ 
defcriVd afcending hyjlairs^ and tbe wa* . 
ters above the firmament that flow about , 
it : bis paffagc thence to the orb of the fun : . 
be finds there Urid ibe recent nthat ori ; 
butfirfi changes bimfelf into thejhape of' 
a meaner Angela and pretending a zea- ^ 
lous defire to behold the new creation^ and 
Man whom God bath placed here^ inquires 
of bim tbe place of his habitation^ and is 
iireitcdi alights firfi on mount Niphatcs. . 
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HAU holy fight, offspring of heav*n arft-bora ! 
Or of th* eternal co-etemal beam ! 
May I esepreb thee unblamM? fince God is llghf. 
And never tut in nnapproached light 
Pwelt from eternity % dwelt then in thee, 5 

Br^;ht effluence of bright effence increate ! 
Or bear'ft dion rather pure ediereal ftream, 
Whofe fountain who (hall tell ? Before the fun» 
nWore the heavens thou wert, and at the voice 
Of God, as imth a mantle didft inveft 10 

ISie rifing world of waters dark and deep, 
^on from the void and fomUefs Infinite, 
'[[hee I re-vifit now with bolder wing, 
XfcapM the Stygian pool, tho* long detained 
]ix that obfcure fojoum ; while in my flight 15 
Through utter and through middle darknefs bom, 
With other notes than to th* Orphean lyre, 
I Yung of Chaos, and eternal Nighty 
Taught by the heavenly Mufe to venture down 
The darj( defcent, and up to re-afcend, £• 

Tho* hard, and rare ! Thee I re-vifit Cife, 
Aiid fed thy fov'reign vital lamp : but thou 
Kc-vifit'ft not thcfe eyes, that rowl in vain 
' To find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn ; 
80 tMck a Drpp Serene hath quench*d their orbs. 
Or dim fuffulion veiTd ! Yet not the more 26 

Ceafc I to wander, where the Mufes haunt 
Clear fpring, or ihady grove, or funny hHIj ' 
Soiit with the love of iacred fong : but cluef 



Book III. Pakadise Lost. 71 

Thee Sion, and the flow*ry brookt beneath, - 30 

That waih thy hallowM feet, and warbling flow^ 

Nightly I vifit : nor fometimes forget 

Thofe other two equal*d with me in fate, 

(So were I cqualM with them in renown I ) 

Blind Tbanyris, and blind MaMtda : 35 

And Ttf^atf and Fbintus, Prophtts old* 

Then feed on thonghtSy that voluntary nunw . 

Hannonious Numbers i as the wakefol bird 

Sings darkling^ and in (hadieft covert hid . 

Tunes her noAumal note. Thus with the y«ar 40 

Seaibns return ; but not to me retumt 

Day, or the fweet approach of cv*n or moni» 

Or fight of vernal bloom, or. fununer's rofe» 

Or flocks, or herds, or human iaoe diviaos 

But doud inftead, and ever-during dark 45 

Surrounds me I from the cfiearfiil ways of men 

Cot off; and £or the book of knowledge finr^ 

PreTented with a umverial blank 

Of nature's works, to me expungM and m^d, 

MM wifdom at one entrance quite ihut out ! 51^ 

So much the rathec thou, cceleftial light ! 

Shine inward, and the mind through all her pow'n 

Irradiate \ there plant eyes \ all mift from thenoe 

Purge, and difperfe } that I may iee and teU "^ 

Of things invifible to mortal fight. 5f 

Now had th' Almighty Father from above, 
(From the pure empyrean where He fits 
High thron*d above all height) bent down His eye. 
His own works and their works at once to viewii^ 
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Abcmt Him all the Sandities of heav*a 5« 

^tood thick as ftan, and fi-oin His fight recdvM 

Beatitude pail utt*raiice : on His right 

The radiant image of His gloiy ftt, 

His onljr .Son. On earth He firft beheld 

Ov two firft parents (yet the only two ^5 

Of man](ind) in the happy garden ]^*d. 

Reaping fanmortsl Ihilts of joy and love $ 

tTninterropeed joy, nnrivard lore, 

Iirblifsfblfolitnde. He then farvey'd 

kell, and the gulf between, and Satan there 79 

CcaiHng the wnll of heav*n on diia fide night, 

tnthedunairfubfime; andieadynow 

To (loop wkh wearied wings, and wiffing £tet. 

On the bate ontfide of this world, that feomM 

Ei«m fand imbofomM without firmaaient | 75 

Uncertain which, in ocean, or in afa*. 

Him Cod behoMHig from His.profpeft high, 

Wherein pad, prefent, ftitive He beMdf , 

Thus 'to fhs only Son fofefeeing ^Mke. 

* Only iiegotten Sen t flwll thou what rage %o 

Tranfports oar adter&ry, whom no bounds 

Prcfcrib^d, no bars of hell, nor all the chains 

Healed on him there, nor yet the main abyft 

Wide-intemapt, can hold ? So bent he feems 

CN} defperate ijprenge, that ftiall redound %$ 

Upon his own rebellious head. And now 

Through all reftraint broke loofe, he wings his way 

Not far off heav'n, in the piecinds of Kght, 

DilOly towards the new-created world, 

% And 



Book III. ParadissLost. 73 

^nd man there {dac*d ; with purpofe to aflhy 90 
[f him by force he can dtRroy, or wode. 
By fome falfe guile penrert : and (hall pervert ; 
Por man will hearken to his glo2ing lics» 
And eafily tranfgrefs the fole command. 
Sole pledg* of his obedience : fo will Call, 95 

He, and his faithlefs progeny. Whofe fault t 
Whofe but his own ? Ingrate ! he had of me 
AH he couM have : I made htm juft, and right i 
Sufficient to have flood, though free to (all. 
&ich I created all th* etheieal Powers, xoo 

And fpiritSyboth them who ftood,and them who faiPd : 
Freely they ilood who flood, and fell who fell. 
Not free, .what proof could they have giY*n fincere 
Of true allegiance, conflant faith, or love, J04 
Where only what they needs mufl do, appeared ; 
NQt,what they would f What praife could they receive t 
What pleafure I from fuch obedience paid. 
When will and realbn (reafon alfo is choice) 
Vfeleis and vain, of freedom both defpoiPd, 
Made paflivte both, had ferv*d neceflity, xio 

Not Me ? They therefore, as W right belonged, 
^ were created, nor can jufUy accufe 
I'heir Maker, or their making, or their fate ; 
As if predeftination over-nilM 
"Their will, difposM by abfolute decree, 115 

I ^ high fore-knowledge. They themfdves decreed 
I Their own revolt, not I: if I fore-4cnc\vi 
[ fore-knowledge had no influence on dieir fault, 
I Which had no lefs provM certain unforeknoWn. 
£ 
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So without leaitimpulfe, or fluulow of fiite^ iio 
Or ought by Me immutably forefeen. 
They trefpadi) authon to themfeWes In all. 
Both what they judge, and what they choofe ; for fo 
I formM them free, and ttte they muil remain. 
Till they inthrall themfelves; I elfe muft change 
Their nature, and revoke the high decree i%S 

Unchangeable, eternal, whicb-ordain'd 
Their freedom j they themfelves ordainM their fiUL 
The firft ibrt by their own fuggeftion fell, 
Self-tempced, lelf-deprav*d : man falls deoeivM 130 
By th* other firfti Man therefore fliall find grace; 
The other none : in mercy and juftice both. 
Through heav*n and earth, ib ihall my glory excel ) 
But mercy, firft and laft, Audi l^righteft ihtne* 

Thus while God fpake, ambrofial fragrance fiU*d 
All heav*n, and in the blefled Spirits ded 136 
Senfe of new joy tneffiible diffus*d. 
Beyond compare the Son of God was feen 
Moft glorious j in Him all Bis Father ihon 
Subftantially ezprefsM $ and in His Face 140 

Divine compaffion vifibly appeared, 
, Love ^thout end, and without meafure grace | 

Which uttering, thus He to His Father fpake. 
« O Father I gracious was that word which clos*d 
Thy fi)V*rrign ibntenoe, that man fliould find grace $ 
For which both heaven and earth (hall^gh extol 14!^ 
Thy pndfes, with th* innumerable icmnd 
Of hymns, and (acred fongs, wherewith thy thmic 
XaGonpaft'd fluiU refamid thee ever bkft* 
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For (houkl man finally be Mt, ihoidd man * 150 

Thy creature late fo loyM, thy youngeft fon« 

Fall circumvented thus by fraud, tho* joinM 

IVith his own folly f That be Brom thee far^ 

That £ur be from thee. Father, who art judge 

Of all things made, and judgeft only right. 155 

Or fliall the adversary thus obtain 

His end^ and frufbate thine ) (hall he fulfil 

His malice, and thy goodneft bring to nought. 

Or proud return (though to his heavier doom,) 

iTet, with revenge accompliihM, and to hell 160 

Draw after him the whole race of mankind. 

By him convpted ? Or wilt thou-thy felf 

Abolifli thy creation, and unmake 

For him, whatior thy gk)ry diou haft made f 

So (hoold thy goodneft, and thy gteatnefs, both 165 

Be queftion'd, and btafphem'd without defenfe. 

To whom the great Creator thus reply*d. 
) Son, in whom my foul hath chief delight, 
(on of my bolbm. Son who art akme 
Ky word, my wifdom, and efieAual might ! 170 
Ul haft thou fpoken as My tiioughts are, all 
Is My ttatal purpofe hadi decreed. 
Man ihall not^uite be loft, fout favM vdio will ; 
fet not of will in him, but grace in Me 
'reely vouchfaf *d i once more I will renew 175 
fis lapled powers, though forfeit, and inthralTd 
Ijr fin to foul exorbitant defires 1 
'pbekl by Me, yet once more he ihall fland 
to even (round againft his mortal foe ;' 
S z 
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By Me «pheld^ that he may know how frail i8o 

His fallen condition is, and to Me owe 

All his deliv*kanGe» and to none bat Me. 

Some I haye chofen of peculiar graca 

£ka above the reft t fo is My will : 

The reft fhall hear Me call, andoftbewamM 185 

Thdr finful ftate, and to appeafe betimes 

Th* incenfed Deity, while offer*d grace 

Invites : for I will clear their icnfes dark. 

What may fuffice, and foften ftony hearts 

T» pray, repent, and bring obedience due. 190 

To prayV, repentance, and obedience due, 

(Though but endeavoured with fincere iaient) 

Mine ear fhall not be flow, Mine eye n»t (hut. 

And I will place within them as a guide 194 

My umpire -Confcienee \ whom if they wiXL hear, 

Light after light well us*d they ftudl attain. 

And to the end perfifting, fiife arrive. 

This my long fuiferance, and My day of grace. 

They who neglect and fcom, (hall never tafie ; 

But Inrd be harden*d, blind be blinded more ; 200 

That they may ftumble on, and deeper fall : 

And none but fuch from mercy I exclude. 

But yet all is not done : Man difobeying, 

Difloyal breaks his fealty," and (ins 

Againft the high fupremacy lof heaven, 205 

Aflfe^ling God-head, and fo lofing all. 

To expiate his treafon hath nought left : 

But to deftrudion facred, and devote. 

He with his whole pofterity muft diej 
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Die he or Jollioe muft ; unlefs for him 210 

Some other able, and as wiUing, pay 

The rigid (atisfadion, death for death. 

Say, heavenly Pow*rs, where IhaU we find fuch love } 

Which of ye will be mertal to redeem 

Man*s mortal crime : and juft, th* unjnft to fave ? 

Dwells in all heaven charity fo dear ? 116 

He alk*d, but all the heavenly choir fiocd mute. 
And filence was in heav'tt : on man^s behalf 
Patron, or incerceflbr, none appeared ; 
Uodi le(s that duril upon his own head draw zao 
The deadly forfeiture, and ranfom fer. 
Aod now, without redemption all mankind 
Muft have been loft, adjudgM to Death and hell 
By doom fevere, had not the Son of God 
(In whom the foUneft dwells of loye divine,) M5 
His deareft mediation thus renewM. 

Father I thy word is paft, Man (hall find grace : 
And (hall grace not find means, that finds her way, 
The fpeedieft of thy wmged me(rengers. 
To vifit all thy creatures, and to all 230 

Comes unprevented, unimplor^d, unfought ? 
Happy for Man, fo coming ! He her aid 
Can never feek, (once dead in fins, and loft) 
Attonement for hintfelf, or offering meet, 
( Indebted, and undone ! ) hath none to bring. 235 
Behold Me then ! Me for him, life for life 
I offer, on Me let thine anger fall ; 
Account Me Man : I for his fake will leave 
Thy bofom, and this glory next to Thee 
E3 
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FreeljT put off, and for him lailly die 149 

Well pleas*d, on Me let Death wreak all hia rage. 

Under his gloomy pow*r I fliall not long 

Lie ranquUhM { Thon haft giv*n me to poflefii 

Life in My felf for ever; by Thee I live. 

Though now to Death I yield, and am his due 245 

All that of Me can die ; yet that debt paid. 

Thou wat not leave Me in the loathfome grave 

His prey, nor fufier My mifpdtted foul 

For ever with corruption there to dwell t 

But I (haU rife vidorious, and fiibdue 950 

My vanquiflier, fpoilM of his yaonted fpoil : 

Death his death's wound fliall then reoehre, and ftoep 

Inglorious, of his mortal fting diiaraiM. 

I through the ample air in triumph high 

Shall lead hell cs^itive, maugre hell I and ihow S55 

The Powers of darknels bound. Thoiyat the %ht I 

Pleas*d, out of heaven flialt look down, and foiik ; I 

While by Thee raisM I ruin all My foes. 

Death lad, and with his carcais glut the graves ' 

Then, with the multitude of My redeemM a6o 

Shall enter heav*n long abfent, and return. 

Father ! to fee Thy fiice, wherein no doud 

Of anger ihall remain ; but peace aflur*d 

And reoondlement s wrath fliall be no^rtore 

Thenceforth, but in Thy prefence joy enthv. 165 ^ 

His words here ended,. but His meek afped 
Silent yet fpake, and bteathM immortal love 
To mortal men, above which only fiion 
Filial obedience : as a lacfifice 
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0\ad to be oIKrM, lie •ttendt the win 170 

Of His great Fttfier. Admintioii feizM 
All heiT'iij wluit this might mean, and whither tend 
Wondering { hot focm th' Almighty thos rcply*d t 

O Tboa in heaven and earth the only peace 
FomiJ^ oat for mankind mider wrath I O Thou X75 
My Mc oomplaoencet well Thou know^ft how dear 
To Me are an Bffy works^ nor Man tfw kaft,^'^^ 
Thoii^ laft created; diat for him I fpare 
Thee from My bolbm, and right hand, to hft 
(^lofing Thee a-wta]le)tfie whole race loft. iSo 
ThoQ cheiefors whom tfaon only cann redeem^ 
Their nature alfo to Thy natnre join $ 
And be Thy felf Man among men on earth. 
Made flefli, when time ihaU be, of i^i^^-feed. 
By wond^rous Urdi : be Thoo in AiMm*i nom it$ 
The head of an mankind, though Adam*$ ftn. 
' As in him perifli aU men, fo in Thee, 
As fitwi a feeond root, ihati be teftor^d 
As many as are reftorM, without Thee none. 
His crime mdKS guilty an his fons I Thy merit 19b 
Imputed flian abfidve them who renounce « 

Thdr own both righteous, and unrighteous deeds 1 
And live in Thee tranfplanted, and finom Thee 
RecdTe new life. So man, as is mod jufi, 
Shan fatisfie for man, be judgM, and die $ 195 
And dying rife, and rifing with Him raife 
His brethren, ranfom'd with His own dear life. 
So, heay*nly love (haU outdo heUiih hate 
Qiving to death, and dying to redeem, 
B4 



$Q Pa R A D I c s Lo8 r. Book in. 

So dearly to redeem what lieUi/b hate 30* 

So eafil/ deftroy*d, and AiU dcfU-oys 

In thofe wfaoi when they may, accept not grace. 

Nor (halt Thou by defcending to ai&ime 

Man*s nature, leflen or degrade thine own. 

Becaufe Thou haft (tho* thran*d in highcft blift 

Equal to God, and equally enjoying 306 

God-like IhutiMi) quitted all, to iave 

A world from utter loft, and haft been found 

By merit more than birthright Son of God : 

Found worthieft to be fo by being good, 310 

Far more than great, or high ; becaufe in Thee 

Love hath abounded more than glory abounds ; 

Therefore Thy humiliation ihall exalt 

With Thee Thy manhood alfo to this throne : 

Here (halt Thou fit incarnate, here ihalt reign 3x5 

Both God and Man, Sop both of God and Man, 

Anointed Univerfal King j all pow*r 

I give Thee, reign for ever, and aflume 

Thy merits : under Thee, as head fupreme 319 

Thrones, Princedoms, Pow'rs, Dominions I reduce: 

All knees to thee (hall bow, of them that *bide 

In heaven, or earth, or under earth in hell;. 

When Thou attended glorioufly from heav*n 

Shalt in the iky appear, and from Thee fend 

The fummoning Arch-Angels to proclaim 325 

Thy dread tribunal : forthwith from all winds 

The living, and forthwith the cited dead 

Of all paft ages, to the general doom 

Shall haften, fucb a peal Ihall roufe tlieir fleep ! 
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Then all thy fidnts aflembledy diou (halt judge 33« 
Bad men* and Angels $ they arraigned (hall fink 
Beneath Thy fentence $ hell (her numbers full) 
Thenceforth fiiaU be for ever ihut. Mean-while 
The world (hall bum, and from hpr aOies fpring 
New heav*n and earth, wherein the juil (hall dwell ; 
And after all their tribulations long 336 

See golden days, fruitful of golden deeds, 
Widi joy and love triumphing, and fair troth : 
Then Thon Thy regal fceptre (halt lay by^ 
For, r^al fceptre then no more (hall need ; 349 
God (hall be AU in AU. But aU ye Oods, 
Adore Ifim, who to compads all this dies $ 
Adore the Son, and honour Him as Me. 

No fooner had th* Almighty ceasM, but all 
The multitude of Angds with a (hout 345 

(Loud, as from numbers without number j fweet. 
As from hieft Toices) utt*ring joy, heaven rung 
With jubilee, and loud hofiimia*s fillM 
Th* eternal regions. Lowly reverent 
Towards either throne they bow, and to th^ground 
With folemn adontion down they caft 351 

Their crowns, inwove with amarant, and gold. 
Immortal amarant I a flow*r which once 
In ParadUe faft by tlie Tree of Life 
Began to bloom ; but foon for man*s offenfe 3,55 
To heav'n removed, where lirft it grew, there grow% 
And flowers aloft (hading the fount of life ; 
And where the river of blifs thro* midfk of heaY'n 
Rowls d^er Ely fan Oow*rs her amber ftrtam » 
E 5 
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With thefe, that never &de, the fi»rtt8 etea 360 
Bind thdr refplendent locks, inwiestfaM ir^ heuns i 
Now in looTe garlands tliidc duownoff thebi^ht 
Parementy that Kke a fea of jafper (hon^ 
Impurpled with cceleftial rofes finilM. 
Then crown*d again, their gcrfden harps they took 5 
Harps ever tun'd, that glittering by their fide j6« 
like qmven hung, and with preamble fweet 
Of charming fymphony tfiey introduce 
Their facred fong, and waken rapCures high 5 
No voice exempt ; no voice but well could Join 570 
Melodious part, f.:ch concord is in heaVn. 
Thee Father firft they fung. Omnipotent, 
Immutable, Immortal, Infinite, 
Eternal Kmg ! Thee Author of all Bdng> 
Fountain of Light, Thy felf invifible 375 

Amidft the glorious brightncft where thou fit*ft 
Throned inaoceffible, but when thou fiuul*ft 
The fiill blase of thy beams, and thro* a ckmd 
Drawn round about diee like a radiant ibrine> 
Daric with exoeifive bright, thy fiurts appear i 3S0 
Yet dazle heaY*n, that brighteft Serai:Mm 
Approach not, but with both wings v«l their eyes* 
Thee neact they iaiig of all creation firft. 
Begotten Son, Divine Similitude 1 
In whofe confpicuous countenance, without cload 
Made vifible, th* Abnigkty Father flunctf 3^^ 

Whom elfe no creature can behold i on Thee 
Impie&*d, th* effulgence of his glory abides j 
Tranifiis*d on.Thee his ampk Sfuit n&$t 
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He heaVn oihnf*a», and all tiie |ww*n tfaenliiy 
By Thee created $ and by Thee threw down 391 
Th* afpiring Dominations. Tiwo that day 
Thy Father^s dreadftd thonder dld*fl not fpare ; 
Kor Hop thy flandng chariot.wfaeelB, that flioolc 
HeaVn^s everiaftmg Fmne, wUk o*cr the necks 
Thou drov'ft of warring Angda dHaiiaid. 396 
Back finom purfuit thy Pow*rei»nth loud aodaim 
Thee only extoU'd^ Son of thy Fatfaer*s mighty 
To oMUte fince vengeance on Ifis foes } 
Not fo on 1^1 him dirO' their malice fall'n, 400 
Father of mercy and grace ! Thou didft not doom 
So iknGdy, bat much more to fiity inclines 
No fooner did Thy dear and only Son, 
P er c ei v e Thee purposM not to doom frail man 
So llri£Uy> but much more to futy inclinMy 405 
He to appeafe Hiy wrath, and end the ftrile « 
Of mercy and juftioe in thy face difeemM, 
Regardleis of the blifs wherein he (at 
Second to Thee,-ofierM hunfelf to die 
For Man^s ofeife. O unexampTd love f 410 

Love no where to be found left than Divine I 
Hail Son of God, Savionrof men ! Thy name 
Shall be the copioos matter of my fbng 
Henceforth, and never ihall my harp Thy praife 
Forget, nor fiom diy Fadier^s pndfe di^oin. 4r5 

Thus they in heav*n, above the ftarry ffhtu, 
Thar happy hours in joy and hymning fpent, ' 
Mean-while upon the firm opaoons globe 
Of this rofond wwld, wbofe fiift convex divider 
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The ImiinoQi ialirior Cfbs, ifickxM 420 

From ChMM, and th* inrcmil of dariuefii old, 

Sittw a3i%httd wailkt. A globe ftroff 

It feemM, no)w feems a bouadlefr. «eatSneiit 

Dttk, wifte, ajid wild, under the 6«wn of nighe 

Starkfr exposed, and ever-throatning ilonnt 425 

Cf C^M bluftiing ronnd, indement iky I 

Save on that fide i^iich from the waU of heav*n 

(Tho' diftant £ur) fome finall i^fleOion gains 

Of glimmering air, le& vexM with tempeft kwid. 

Here waUcM the fiend at large in fpaciontiiekl. 43a 

As when a Tultur on htaus bred, 

(Whofe ihowy ridge the nmng Tartarhoaads} 

Diflodging from a region fcarce of prey, 

Togorgethefieihof lamba^ and weanling kids, 454 

On hills where fiocics are fed, fiiies toward the ^fngs 

Of Cangis, or Bydafpex^ (Udran ftreams) . 

But in his way lights on the barren plaim | 

Of Serieanay where Cbhtfes drive i 

With (ails and wind their cany waggons light : | 

So on this windy fea of land, the fiend 440 

Walked up and down alone, bent on his prey ^ 

Alone, for other creature in this place 

Uviflg, or Uvelefs, Co be found Niras none ; 

None yet, but ftore hereafter from the earth 

Up hither like aSreal vapors flew, 445 

Of all things tranfitory and vain, when fia 

With vanity had fiUM the works of men : 

Both all things vaui, and all who in vain things 

Buit th^ fond hqies of glory, or lafting fiuw. 
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Or hai^ineft in this or th* other life : 450 

All who have their reward on earth, the firnits 

Of painful fuperilition, and blind seal^ 

Nought ieefcing but the pnufe of men, here find 

Fit retribution, empty at their deeds ; 

Ml tb' unaccomplifii'd works of natiire*» hand, 455 

Abortiye, monftrous, or unkindly mtx*d, 

DiflblvM on earth, fleet hith^, and in vain> 

TiU final diflblutioo, wander here: 

Not in the neighb*ring moon,' as fome have dreamed i 

(Tbofe argent fields more likely habitants, 460 

Tranflated faints^ or middle fpirits bold. 

Betwixt th* aogdical and human kind) 

Hither, of ill-join*d fons and dai^ghters bom, 

Firil from the ancient world thoie giants came. 

With many a yain exploit, tho* then renownM : 465 

The buildov next of BaheJ on the plain 

Of Senmaar, and ftiU with vain defign 

New Baie/i^ had they wherewithal, wpuld build i 

Others came fingle $ he who to be deem*d 

A God, leaped fondly into v£ttia flames, 47A 

EmpedocUss and he who to enjoy 

PAifo*s Elyjium, leapM into the fea, 

Cleemiroeui : and many more too fcng, 

Embryops, and idiots, eremite, and fijars 

H^bite, Blacky and Gref, wiHi all their trumpery s 

Here Pilgrims roam, that firay*d fo far to feek 476 

In Gtjgviba Him dead, who lives in heaven t 

And they who to be fiire of Paradife> 

Dying put pn the weeds of D'Mmtp 
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OriaA»»)t»«tlHyKlD|iaftdi%iBsM| 4S0 

Thrf prfi the Pfanrfs fer*o» jhmI pdt tte Fiz*d, 
Aiid that cfaryftdliw ^Acn wfaofe balfaDce w^ht 
TheTktiMMtoBtaft'd, nd tfnt Fifft^iovMs 
Attd aoir fiwrt ^««ir at hnv*tt*s wichee feemi 
To WMt dKinimdi his keyB, JHMl now at liBot 4S5 
or hc«rVs albmt Aqr lift didr fiBCt s wfan lo ! 
A violeot croft-iriad i 



^thedenooiiir: thm migbt ye lee 
Cemk$, hoodf, mdhdats, ^wtfadwir wmBWi , toA, 
Aiidaiiltcr*diiitDfaiKis thARcKqaetyBeadt, 491 
iiMiiiigmoBij XJiipsiHty rafooiiiy miiij 
Tbefpeitef wiadt! An thefe npi-wUilM aloft 
Fly o*cr the backfide of the waM fur off, 
ialo a Limbo laffe» and broad, fince caUM 495 
TheParadiieof Foobi to few vntaMNm 
liOO^^ after s now mpeopl d, and ummiw 
An tfab daifc globe the fioid fonnd at he ptli*d; 
Attd long ho iiandar'd» tin at lall a gtam 
OTdawnfaigJighltvii'dthither-wanlinhaflB 500 
Ifis tnrciM AqK x fiv diftant he dcfcrici^ 
Afc e wi mg vf ^legr aa a nagnifiociit 
Up to the watt of heav'o, a ftraAnie hi|^ ; 
A top whanof , bat fer mote rich, apptarM 
The wDife as of a kiii^ paJaoa-giMe, jsf 

With frooCi^Mooe of diamondy and gold 
ImbeUidiM ; tiuck-with iparUing oiient ( 
The portal ihen, hdmitable on earth, 
Ey model, or Igr flMdiog pandl^ 
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The fturs were ftidi is whereon Jac^ few 51^ 

AngeU^ efcending and ddoendiiigj bends 

Of giuardians bright, when he from Efam iled 

To Fadam^Aram in the field of Lwb, 

Dreaming by night under the open iky. 

And waking crfd^ Th't it the gate efheav^tt, 515 

Each ftair m ytorio o fl y was meant, nor ftood 

There always, bat drawn op to heaVn Ibmetimet 

Vlewlefs, and, midemeadi, a bright fea flow*d 

Of jafper, or of liquid pearl, whereon 

Who after came from earth, (ailing arrivM, 52b 

Wafted by Angds, or flew o*er the hdn 

RapM in a diariot drawn by fiery fteeds. 

The ftaus were then let down, whether to dare 

The fiend by eafie aibent, or aggravate 

His fad exdufioB from the doors of bfift s 515 

Diieft agamft ^riiich openM from beneath, 

Joft e*er the bfiftful feat of Paradife, 

A paflage down to th* earth, a paffiige wiifo, 

(Wider by fiu* than that of after-times 

Over mount 5itir, and, thoi%h that were large, 531^ 

Over the Frmh'd Land to God fo dear. 

By whidi, to vifit oft thofe happy tribes. 

On high behefts his Angels to and fro 

PaftM frequent, and his eye with choice regard, 

from Fanea*^ die Ibunt €i Jerdan^t flood, 5^5 

To Bftrjahm^ in^iere the B»lf hand 

Borders on c^^c^, and ^Arabian (here) ^ 

So wide the opening ieemM, vrhere bounds were ftl 

To daikncft, teh as bound the ooeaa waiM» 
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Satan ftom hrnoe^ now dn the lower ftair, 540 
That fcard by Aeps of gold to heayen-gate^ 
Looks down with wonder at the fudden view 
Of all this world at once. As when a foout. 
Thro* dark and defert ways with peril gone 
All night, at laft by break of chearful dawn 545 
Obtains the brow of fome high-climbing Ml], 
Which to his eyjp difcovers un-aware 
The goodly profpeft of fome foreign land, 
Ftrft feen \ or fome renown*^ metropolis. 
With gUftering fpires and pinnacles adom*d, 550 
Which now the rifing fun gilds with his beams : 
Such wonder feiz*d, though after heaven feen. 
The fpirit malign $ but much more envy fcisM 
At fight of all this world beheld fo fair. 
Round he furveys (and well might, where he ftoed 
So high above the drdsng canopy 5S^ 

Of night*s extended fliade) from eaftem point 
Of Libray to the fleecy Har, that bears 
Andromtda far off jitlautie feas, 
Jieyond tb* horizon : then, from Pole to Pole 56* 
He views in breadth ; and without loiter paufe 
Down right into the world*s Mt region throws 
His flight precipitant, and winds with eafe 
Through the pure marble air his oblique way, 
Amongft innumerable ftars, that flion 565 

Stars diftant, but nigh hand feemM other worlds; 
Or other worlds they feemM, or happy ifles, 
like thofe Htfferian gardens flun*d of old. 
Fortunate fi6lds» and groves, and flowery indes ) 
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Thrice happy ides I Bat wfi> dwelt happy thfre 576 

He Itay^d not to inquire. Above them all 

The goMed fon, in fplendor likcft heav'n. 

Allured his eye :^ thitiier his courfe he bends 

Through the cafan firmament : but, up or down, 

Bf ceqtre or eccentric^ hard to tell ; 575 

Or longitude^ where the great luminary 

Aloft the vulgar confteUations thid^. 

That fipm his lonUy eye keep diftance due, 

Difpenfes light from far ; they as they move 

Thtir ftury dance in numbers that compute 5Sd 

Days, months and years,tow*rds bisall-chearing Lamp 

Turn fwift their various motions, or are tumM 

By bis magnetic beam, that gently warms 

The unisperfe, and to each inward part 

With gentle pcnetration> though unfeen, ft 5 

Shoots invifible virtue even to the Deep ; 

So wondroufly was iet his ftation bright ! 

There lands the fiend, a fpot like which perhaps 

Aftronomer in the fun^a lucent orb 

Through his glazed optic tube yet never faw. 590 

The place he found beyond expreflion bright, 

Compsr'd with ought on earth, metal, or ilone s 

Not aU parts like, but all alike informM 

With radiant light, as glowing iron with fire ; 

If metal, part feem'd gold, part filver clear s 595 

If ftone, carbuncle moftj or chryfoUce, 

Ruby, or topaz $ or the twelve that ihon 

In Aaron's breaft-plate: and a ftone befictes 

(Imagined rather oft than cUewhere fees) 
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Tkat Hone, or 6k» to tliaty wMcfa hero below 600 
Philofophen in yain fo long have fought. 
In Tain, though by their pow*rful art they bind 
Volatil Hirmes, and call op unbound 
In Tariout fliapes old Proteus from the lea, 
DninM through a limbec to his naked form. . 605 
What wonder then if fieldt, and regions, here 
Breathe fibrth tUgdr pure, and rirers nm 
Potable goldj when with one virtuous feondi 
Th* arch-chimic ftin, fo tu from us remoce, 
ftuducei, with terreftrial humor mix*d, 610 

Here in the dark fo many predous things 
Of color glofioas, and eflea fo rare ? 
Here matter new to gaze the devil met 
Undated ; Ur and wMe his eye commands, 
fir fight no obftade found here, or ihade, 6x5 
But all futt'-fliine ; as when his beamf at noon 
Cuhninate frtm th'^Aqoator ; as they now 
Shot upward ftiU dirad, -whence no way round 
Shadow from body opaque can foU, and th*atr, 
(No where fo dear,) fliarpenM his vifual ray fso 
To obje£b dlftant hr, wherdiy he foon 
Saw within ken a glorious Angel Hand, 
The (ame whom John faw alfo in the fun s 
His back was tum*d, but not Ms brightneft hid s 
Of beantfng funny rays a golden tiar 625 

Girded his head, nor lefs his locks behind 
niuftrious on his fhoulders, fledge with wings, 
lay waving round : on fome great chaige employed 
He feem*d, or lixt in cogitation deep. 
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Ohd was the ffMt itapan, tt now in hope 630 
To find who might dxred his wandering flight 
To Paradife, the happy feat of man, 
His joarney*s end, and our beginning woe. 
But firft he cafts to change his proper (hape, 
Which elft might woric him danger, or delay s 633 
And* now a ftripling Chenib he appears^ 
Not of ^ prime, yet (bdi as in Ms face 
Youth fmiTd coeleftia], and to ev^ry limb 
Suitable grace dtfl!iis*d, fo weH he feign*d. 
IXoder a coronet his flowing hair 640 

In curis on either cheek pbyM ; wings he wore 
Of many a colorM plume, fprinUed with gold 2 
His habit fit for fpeed fuccind, and held 
Before his decent fieps a filver wand. 
He drew not nigh unheard, the Angel bright, €41 
£*er he drew high, his radiant vifage tum*d, 
Admonifli*d by his ear $ and firait was known 
Th' Aich'^Angd UritI, one of the fev*n 
Who in GodU prefence, neareil to His throne. 
Stand ready at command,, and are His eyes 650 
Tha€ run thro* all the hear^ns, or down to th* earth 
Bear his findft errands, over moid and dry, 
0*er fea and land : him Satan thus accofts. 

Urieil for thou of thofe fev*n fpirits that iUnd 
In fight of God*s high throne, glorioufly bright, 
Thd firft art wont His great authentic will 65^ 
Interpreter through higheft heav*n to bring. 
Where all His fons thy embaifie attend t 
And here art fikdteft by fupreme decree 
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Like honor to obtain^ and as his eyt, 660 

To vifit oft this new creation ronnd : 

Unfpeakable define to fee^ and know 

AD thefe His wondrous works, but chiefly man, 

His chief delist, and favor ; him, for iidiom 

AU theie His works (b wondrous He ordainM, 665 

Hath brought me from the choirs of Cherubim 

Alone thus watering : brighteft Seraph I tell 

In which of all thefe Ihining orbs hath man 

His fixed feat, or fixed feat hath none. 

But all tbefe (hining orbs his choice to dwell : 67* 

That I may find him, and with fecret gaze. 

Or open admiration, him behold 

On whom the great Creator hath beftowM 

Worlds, and on whom hath all thefe graces poar*d : 

That both in him, and all things, as is meet, 675 

The univerfal Maker we may praife ; 

Who juilly hath driv'n out his rebel ion 

To deepeft hell $ and, to repair their lo(s. 

Created this new happy race of men. 

To ferve Him better : wife are all His ways 1 6U 

So fpake the falfe dUTembler unperceivM j 
For neither man, nor Angel, can difoem 
Hypocrify (the only evil that walks 
Invifible, except to God alone, . ^84 

By His permiffive will, through heav*n and earth : 
And oft though wifdom wake, fufpicion fleeps 
At wifdom's gate, and to fimplicity 
Refigns her charge, while goodneis thinks no ill 
Where no ill fccms) which now for once bqjuird . 
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IM't/, though regent of the fun, and held 690 

The iharpeil-fighted fptrit of all in heav*n : 
Who to the firaudulent impoftor foul. 
In ins ufHightnel^ anfwer thus return'd. 

Fair Angel ! thy defire, which tends to know 
The works of Go^, thereby to glorify 695 

The great work-mafter, leads to no excefs 
That reaches blarney but rather merits pr^ife 
The more it feems excels, that kd thee hither 
From diy empyreal maniion thus alone, 
Tt> witnefs with thine eyes what fome perhaps, - 700 
Contented ¥dth report, hear only in heav*n :. 
For wonderful indeed are all His works ! 
Pleafant to know, and worthieft to be all 
Had in remembrance always with delight. 
But, what created mind can comprehend 705 

Their number, or the wifdom infinite 
That brought them forth, but hid thdr caufes deep ? 
I faw when at His word the formlefs mafs. 
This- world*s material mold, came to a heap : 
Confufion heard His voice, and wild uproar 710 
Stood ruPd, flood vafl infinitude confinM : 
TUl at His fecond bidding darknefs fled. 
Light (hop, and order from diforder fprung. 
Swift to their feveral quarters hafUd then 
The cumbrous elements, earth, flood, air, fire, 715 
And the ethereal quinteflence of heaT'n 
Flew upward, fpirited with various forms. 
That rowFd orbicular, and tum*d to fUrs, 
NuMbcrlefs, as thou fceft* and how they move 5 
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£ach had his pkceappotnted^ each hit conrfe; 720 
The reft in circuit walls this uoiverfe. 
Look downward on that globe whofe hither fide 
With light from hence, tho' but lefleaed, fliineis 
That place is earth, the feat of man | that light 
. His day, which elie, as th* other hemifphere, 7%S 
Might would invade ; but there thfraeigbb'ring moon 
(So call that oppofite £ur ftar) her aid 
Timely interpoies, and her monthly round 
Still ending, ftill renewing through mid heav'ii. 
With borrowM light her countenance trilbnn 750 
Hence fills, and en^>ties, to enlighten th* eardi. 
And in her pale dominion checks the night. 
That fpot to which I point is paradiie, 
AiawC% abode, tbofe lofty (hades his bowV ; 
Ttiy way diou can*ft not miis, me mine requires. 7|$ 

Tlius faid, he tum*d \ and Satan bowing low 
(Af to fuperior fpirits is wont in heav*n. 
Where honor doe, and reverence, none negle^} 
Took leave, and tow*rd the coaft of earth beneath 
Down from th* ecliptic, fped with hop*d fucoefi,. 
Throws his fteep flight in many an aery wheel j 
Kor ftaid, till on Nipbata^ top he lights. 



The end of the third Bo6k. 
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BOOK IV. 



; The ARGUMENT. 

Satan* n^w in profte^ rf Eden, ^nd nigh 
tif^laci where he mift now attempt the 
hiU enterprise which be undertook alme 
i^aht/tGodj and Man^ falls into mawf 
OftAts with him/elf J andmawf paJEons^ 

Jkat^ envy^^ and defpasr: but at Teuph 
tmfirtns bimfilf in evily journm en te^ 
Paradife^ whofe outward prMe& and' 

JHuatim is defcribedt overleaps the bounds f 

Jiis in the Jhape of a cormorant on the 
3%/ of Ltfe^ as the higheft in the gar^ 
den^ to look about him. The garden de^ 

jhribed'y^tuCsfiJi fight ^ Adam and^ 
jEve J bis wonder at their excellent form 
emd hatfyjlate^ but with refolution to 
work their fall\ overhears their dif* 
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€Ourfe\ thence gathers that the Tree of 
Knowledge was forbidden thAn to eat oL 
under penalty of death ; and thereon in- 
tends to found his temptation^ Ij f educing 
them to tranfgrefs: then leaves them a- 
, while to know further of their Jlate by 
fome other means. Mean-while Uriel 

* defcending on a fun-beam warns Gabriel 
(who had in charge the gate ofParadife) 

^ that fome evil Jpirit hadefcaped the Deep^ 

* andpafl at noon by hisjphere in the /hope 
of a good Angel down to Paradife, dif 
covered afterwards by his furious geftures 

• in the mount: Gabriel pronufes to find 
' him out eW morning. Night comes on^ 

• Adam and Eve difcourfe of going to 
their refi: their bower defcribed\ their 
evening worjhip. Gabriel drawing forth 
his bands of night-watch to walk the 
round of Paradife^ appoints two Jlrong 
Angels to Adam'j bower^ left the evilfpi- 
rit Jhould be there doing fome harm to 
Adam or Eve Jleeping ; there they find 
him at the ear of Eve, tempting her in a 
dream^ and bring him^ tM unwilling^ 
to Gabriel ; by whom quejiion^-d^ hefcorn- 

fully anfwers^ prepares rejifiance^ but^ 
hindered by a fign from heav^n^ flies out 
of Paradife. 

o 
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OFOR diat naming voioe^ which he who faw* 
Th* Apocalypt heard cry in heav*n aloud. 
Then when the Dragon, put to fecond rout. 
Came iurious down to be revengM on men, 
fTo f th* inhabit Ant X m earth / that now $ 

While time was, our firft parents had been warnM 
The coming of their fecret foe, and fcapM 
Haply fo fcapM, his mortal (hare : for now 
Satan, now firft inflam*d with rage, came down, 
(The tempter, e*er th* accnfer, of mankind,) !• 
To wreak on innocent frail man his lofs 
Of that firft battel, and hU flight to hell. 
Yet not rqoycing in his fpced, diough boM, 
Far off and foarlefs, nor with catife to boaft. 
Begins his dire attempt ; which nigh the birth 15 
Now fowling,, boils in his tumultuous breaft. 
And like a devilifli engine back recoils 
Upon himfelf : horror and doubt diftrad 
His troubled thoughts ; and from the bottom Air 
The hell within him, (for within him hell 20 

He brings, and round about him, nor from hell 
One ^ep, no more than from himfelf, can fly 
By change of place : ) now confcience wakes defpair. 
That ilumberM ; wakes the bitter memory 
Of what he was, what is, and what muft be, 25 
Worfe I of worfe deeds wtirfe fufferings muft enfuc. 
Sometimes tow'rds Eden, y^Yach now in his view 
Lay pleafaht, his griev'd took he fixes fad : 
Sometimes tow'rds heaVn^ and the ftiUblMing fun, 
F 
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Which DOW fat high in his meridian to^*r : 30 
Then much revolving, thus in ilgha began. 
' O thou ! that, with furpafiing glory crown'd^ 
Look'ft from thy ible dominion like the God 
Of this new world $ at whofe fight all the ftan 
Hide thdr dimini(h*d heads j to thee I call, %$ 

But with no friendly voice, and add thy name* 

Sun 1 to tell thee how I hate thy beams. 
That bring to my remembrance from what ftate 

1 fell: how glorious once above thy fphere I 

*Till pride, and worfe ambition, threw me down, 40 
Warring in heav*n againil heav*n*s matchleft King. 
Ah wherefore ! He deferv*d no fuch return 
From me> whom He created what I was. 
In that bright eminence $ and with his good 
Upbraided none ; nor was his fervice hard, 45 

What could be lefs ! than to affi}rd him pnife, 
(The eafieft recompenfe,) and pay him thanks s 
How due ! yet all his good provM ill in me. 
And wrought but malice i lifted up fo high 
1 *icleinM fubje^on, and thought one ftep higher 50 
Would fet me higheilj and in a moment quit 
The debt immenfe of endlefs gratitude; 
So burthenfome, ftill paying, ftill to owe ; 
forgetful what from Him I ilill receiv*d : 
And underftood not that a grateful mind 55 

By owing owes not, but ftill pays, at once 
Indebted^ and difcha^gM s what burden then } 
O had His powerful deftiny ordainM 
Me Umc inferior Angel! I had ftood 
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Tben haup^ 3 no unbouAded hope had raiiM €0 
AmbitioB ! Yet wAkj not ? fome other PowV 
As sreat might have afpir*d» and me though mean 
Drawn to his part t but other Pow*n as great 
Fell not, hut iland unfluken ; from within. 
Or from without, to aU temptations arm*d. 65 
Hadft diou the fame free will, and pow>, to (land * 
Thou hadft I Whom haft thou then, or what, t'accufe, 
But heav*n*8 free love, dealt equally to aU > 
Be then Hb love accurft, fince love, or hate 
To me alifce, it deals eternal woe : 70 

Nay> curft be thou t finoe againft His thy wifl 
Chofe freely what it now fo juftly rues. 
Me miferable f which way (hall I fly 
Infinite wrath, and infinite defpair f 
Which way I fly is hell ; my felf am hell ; 75 

And, in the loweft deep, a lower deep 
Still threati'ning to devour me opens wide j 
To which die hell I fuifer feems a heav*n. 
O then at laft relent ! Is there no place 
Left fr>r repentance ? none 'Tor pardon left ? g« 

None left, but by rubmiflion ; and that word^ 
Difiain fortnds me, and my dread of fliame 
Among the fpiiits beneath, whom I feducM 
With other promifcs, and other vaunts 
Than to fubmit, boafting I could fubdue S5 

Th* Omnipotent. Ah me ! they little know 
How dearly I abide that boaft fo vain ; 
lllader what torments inwardly I groan, 
l^e they adore me on the throne of hell, 
F a 
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With diadem, and fceptre, high advanced, 90 

The lower ftill I isM, only fupreme 
In mifery j iiich joy ambition finds ! 
But fay I could repent^ and could obtain. 
By a£l of grace, my former ftate ; how foon 94 
Would height recall high thoughts, how foon uo-fiiy 
What feign*d fubmiffion fwore ! eafe would recant 
Vows made in pain, as vi<rfent and void ; 
(For never can true reconcilement grow 
Where wounds of deadly hate have pierc*d fo deep) 
Which would but lead me to a worie relapfe, 100 
And heavier fall : fo fliould I purchafe dear 
Short intermiflion, bought v^th double finart. 
This knows my puniflier ; therefore as far 
f rom granting He, as I from begging peace. 
All hope exchided thus, behold ! in flead its 

Of us out-caft, exird, his new delight 
Mankind created, and for him this world. 
So farewel hope t and with hope, farewel fear ! 
Farewel remorfe I all good to me is loft : 
Evil be thou my good ! By thee at leaft lie 

Divided empire with heaven's King I hold { 
By thee, and more than half perhaps, will ragn: 
As man e*er-k>ng, and this new world, ihall kno«r. 
Thus while he fpake, each paflion dimm*d hit (ace. 
Thrice changM with pale, ire, envy^ and defpair, 115 
Which marrM his borrowM vifage, and bctrayM 
Him counterfeit, if any eye beheld. 
(For heavenly minds from fuch diftempers fool 
Are ever clear.) Whereof he foon awai«. 
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Each perturbation fmooth'd with outward calm, 120 
Artificer of fraud ! and was the firft 
That pradis*d fal/hood, under faintly ihew 
Deep mafice to conceal, couchM with revenge. 
Yet not enough had pradisM, to deceive 134 

Ur:ei once wamM ; whofe eye purfuM htm down 
The way he went, and on th* Affyrian mount 
Saw him disfigurM, more than could befall 
Spirit of happy fort t his gcftures fierce 
He mark*d, and mad demeanor, then alone. 
As he fuppos'd, all un-obferv'd, un-fcen. 130 

So, op he fares ; and to the border comes 
Of Ederty where delicious Paradife, 
Now nearer, crowns with her cnclofure p"ccn, 
As with a rural mound, the champain head 
Of a fteep wildcmcfs ; whofe hairy fides 135 

With thicket overgrown, grotefque, and wild, 
Accefs deny'd : and over head up-grew 
InfuperaWc height of loftieft fliade. 
Cedar, and pine, and fir, and branching palm, 
A fylvan fccne ! .and as the ranks afcend 140 

Shade above (hade, a woody theatre 
Of fiatelieft view. Yet higher than their tops 
The verdurous wall of Paradife up-fprung : 
Which to our general fire gave profpeft large 
Into his neatfaer empire, neighboring round. 145 
And higher than that wall a circling row 
Of goodlieft trees, loaden with faired fruit, 
Bloflbms, and firuits at once of golden hue, 
AppearMj with gay enamePd colors mix'd : 
F 3 
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On which th« fun more glad imprefsM his. benrn^ 
Than in fair evening cloud, or humid bow, 151 
When God hath flxowV'd the earth ; fo lovely lecm'd 
That landfcape 1 and of pure now purer air 
Meets his approach ; and to the heart iofpires 
Vernal delight^ and joy, able to drive . 155 

All fadneis, but defpair : now gentle gales. 
Fanning theijr odoriferous wings^ difpenie 
Native perfumes, and whifper whence they Aok 
Thofe balmy fpoils. As when to them who £ul 
Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are paft 160 
Moxambic, off at fea north-eaft winds blow 
Saha^an odor, from the fpicy ihore 
Of A'aby the Bled, with fuch delay [leagoe 

Well-pleas*d they flack their courfe, and many a 
ChearM with the grateful (mell old OceM9 fouks: 
So entertain*d thofe odorous fweets the fiend, 166 
Who came their bane $ though with them better 
Than Afmodeut with the fifliy fume [pleas'd 

That drove l^m, though enamoured, from the fpoufe 
Of T0^/>*8 fon, and with a vengeance feot 170 
Crom Media pofi to t^iypf, there £ift bound. 

Now to th*afcent of that iteep lavage hill 
Satan had joumied on, penfive, and flow \ 
But further way found none, fo thick cntinn^d. 
As one continuM brake, the undergrowth 175 

Of (hrubs, and tangling buihes, had perplexed 
All path of man, or bead, that pafs*d that way. 
One gate there only was, and that looked eaft 
On th' other fide : which when tb' arch-fellon iaw, 
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D«e entrance he dii(laiA*d, and in o^ntempfc ilo 
At <me flight bound high OTcr-letpM all bound 
Of hillj or higheft wall, and (heer within 
Lights on his feet. As when a prowling wolf. 
Whom hunger drives to feek new haunt for prey^ 
Watching where (hqphotls pen their flocks «t •▼• 
In hunn*d cotes, an^d the field fecore, iSC 

Leaps o*er the fence with eafe into the <bkl : 
Or as a thief, bent to un-hoard the cafli « 
Of fome rich burgher, whofe fubflantial doors, 
Crofe-barrM, and boltM fait, iear no aflfault, i^ 
In at the wmdow climbs, or o*er the tiles : . 
So ck>mb this firft grand thief into God*s fold ; 
(So fince into his Church lewd hirelings climb.) 
Thence up he flew, and on the Tree of Life, 
(The middle tree, and higheft there that grew) 195 
Sat like a cormorant | yet not true lift 
Thereby regain'd, but iat deviflng death 
To them^who liY*d : nor on the virtue thought 
Of that life-giving plant, but only us*d 
Forprofpedl, what well-us*d had been the pledge 
Of immortality. (So little knows aoi 

Any, but God alone, to value right 
The good before him, but perverts heft things 
To word abufe, or to their meaneft nfe.) 
Beneath him, with new wonder, now he views. 
To all delight of human ienfe exposed 206 

In narrow room, nature^s whole wealth, yea more, 
A heav'n on earth I for blifsful Paradife 
Of God the garden was^ by him in th' eaft 
F4 
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€H Eden phntad \ Edem ftretchM her line iio 

From Auran eaftward to the royal tow^n 
Of great SeUucU, built by Grecian Kingt^ 
Or where the fons of Eden long before 
Pwdt in TeUffar, In this pleaiknt foil 
His fu more pleafant garden God ordainM. 1x5 
Oot of the fertile ground he c^sM to grow 
All trees of nobleft kind, for fight, finell, tafte; 
And all amid them ftood the Tree of Life^ 
High eminent, blooming ambrofial fruit 
Of vegetable gold : and next to life, tie 

Our death, the Tree of Knowledge, grew faft by } 
Knowledge of good bought dear by knowing iU 1 
Southward through- £i/<>« went a river large. 
Nor changM his courfe, but through the ihaggy hill 
PafsM underneath ingulf *d j for God had thrown 21$ 
That mountain as His garden mound, high raisM 
Upon the rapid current, which through veins 
Of porous earth with kiftdly thirft up draipiy 
Rofe a £relh fountain, and with many a riB 
Watered the garden ; thence united fell 230 

Down the deep glade, and met the neather flood. 
Which from his darkfome paflage now appears : 
And now divided into four main ftreams. 
Runs diverfe, wandjing many a famous reahn 
And country, whereof here needs no account : »35 
But rather to tell how, (if art could tell 
, How) from that faphire fount the crifped brooks 
Rowling on orient pearl, and fands of gold, 
"With maxy error under pendent fhades 
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Ran VeCtar, vifiting each plant, and fed «4<» ' 

Flow'rs worthy of Paradife, which not nice art 
In beds, and curious knots, but nature boon 
PourM forth profufe on hill, and dale, and plain, 
Both where the moming^ fun firft Warmly fmote 
The open field, and where the un-pterc*d (hade 24 c 
ImbrownM the noon-tide bow'rs. Thus was this 
A happy rural feat of various view : [pLice, 

Groves whofe rich trees wept od'rous gums,and baling 
Others whofe fruit, bumi(h*d with golden rind. 
Hung amiable t HeJ^ian fables true, 150 

If tine, here only, anM of delicious tafte. 
BetMrixt them lawns, or level downs, and flocks 
Grazing the tender herb, were interpo&M *. 
Or palmy hiUoc, or the fiow*ry lap 
Of fome iiriguous valley fpread her ftore ; 25$ 

Flow'rs of all hue, and without thorn the rofe. 
Another fide, umbrageous grots, and caves 
Of cool recefs, o*er which the mantling vine 
Lays forHi her purple grape, and gently creqps 
luxuriant: mean^while murmuring waters fall a(« 
Down Che ilope hills, difpers'd, or in a h^e, 
(That to the fringed bank with myrtle crowned 
Her chryftal mirror holds,} unite their ftreams. 
TJie birds their choire apply : airs, vernal airs, 
Breathing the fmell of field and grove, attune 265 
The trembling leaves, v^e univeiial Fan, 
Knit with the Grainy and tho Hmn, in dance. 
Led on th' eternal fpring. Not that iair field 
Of Ewfi, where fr^ftrfint gathtiiog Sow r6» 

r 5 
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Her felf 't fiiirar flowV, by gloomy Dts ^^o 

Was gathcrM j which <»ft Cm aU that pain 

To feck her thfx>* the world : nor that fwaet grove 

Of Daphne by Oronta, and th' iniptr*d 

Caftaltan fpring, might with this Paradife 

Of Eden firive t nor that Nyfeian ifle S75 

Girt with the river I'rhon, where old Cham, 

(Whom Gentiles j§mmen call, anfi Liiyan J9ve) 

Hid Amakbea, and her florid fon 

Younff Bacchus, from his ftepdame Rbed*9€y€t 

Nor where Ahaffin Kings their ifliie guard, tfo 

Mount ^M^rtf (though this by fome (bppos*d 

True Paradife) under the ^tbiap Line 

By Nilus* head, inclosed with (hining rock, 

A whole day*8 journey high ; but wide remote 

From this Affyrian garden : where the fiend 285 

Saw un»delight6d all delight, all kind 

Of living creatures, new to fight, and ftrange* 

Two of far nobler (hape, ered and tall. 
Godlike tstO. \ with native honor clad 
]a naked majefty, feemM Lords of all 1 %^ 

And worthy feemM t for in their looks divine 
The image of their glorious Maker flion. 
Truth, wifdom, fanftitude fevere, and pure ; 
Severe, but in true filial freedom plac'd. 
Whence true authority in men : though both 295 
Not equal, as their fex not equal ieem'd t 
For contemplation he, and valor formed { 
For ibftneis (he, and fweel attraOive grace | 
He, for God only} Ac^ line God ia him. 
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His fair laiig^ fronts and fey fuUime,. declared 3QO 
Abfolute rute) and hyacinthi^ looks 
Round from his parted forelock manly hunf 
CluAring, but not beneath his ihonldars broad. 
She, as a v^^ down to the (lender waift 
Her un-adorned golden trefles wore^ -305 

Disihevel*d $ bvt in wanton ringlets wav'd. 
At the vine curis her tendrils, which implyM 
Siibjedion, but requirM with gentle fway $ 
And by her yielded, by him beft received: • 
Yielded with coy fubmiffion, modeft pride, 310 
And fweet relu^ant amorous delay. 
Nor thofe'myilerious parts Were then conceaVd ; . 
Then was not guilty ihame, dilhoneft fliaaie 
Of naCnre*s works: honor diihonorable! 
Sin-fared 1 how have ye troubled all mankmd 315 
With (hews indead, mere (hews, of feeming pure ; 
And baniih*d from man*6 Hfe his happieft life> 
Simplicity, and fpotleis innocence } 
So pafs*d they naked on, nor fliunM the fight 
Of God, or Ai^el, for diey thought no ill* 3a« 
So lumd in hand they pa£i*d, die lovelieft pair 
That ever fince in loYe*s embraces met $ , 
Adam the gomfiieft man of men fince bom 
Hb fons i the faireft of her daughters Eve, 
Under a tuft of (hade, that on a green 315 

Stood wliifp*ring Ibfr, by a fre(h fountain*fide 
They (at them do*9fn ; and after no more toil * 
Of thor fWeet gardening labor, than fiifficM. 
Ta reconyiMBd «oel^«^^> and made ctfe 
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More etfy ; whoUbme thirft, and appetite 330 
More grateful, to their fupper-firuits they fell, 
Nedlarine fruits! which the compliant boughs 
Yielded them, iide-long as they fat recline 
On the foft downy bank damalk*d with flow*rs, 
The fayoury ptdp they chew, and in the lind, 335 
Still as they thirfted, fcoop the brimmixlg ftream: 
Nor gentle purpofe, nor endearing fmzles 
Wanted, nor youdiful dalliance, as beieems 
Fair couple, HnkM in happy nuptial league, 
Alone as they. About them friikxng plaid 340 

All beads of th* earth, (fince wild,) and of aU chafe* 
]n wood, or wildemefs, foreft, or den ; 
Sporting the lion ramp*d, and in his paw * 
Dandled the kid ; bears, tigers, ounces, pards, 
OambolM before them ; th' unwieldy dephant, 345 
To make them mitth, us*d all his might,and wreathed 
His lithe probofcis : clofe the ierpent fly 
Infinuating, wotc with Gordian twine 
His braided train, and of his fatal guile 
Cave proof unheeded r others on the grafs 350 
CouchM, and now fiird with pafture gasing fat, . 
Or bed-ward ruminating: for the fun. 
Declined, was hailing now with prone career 
tXo th* ocean ifles, and in th^aicending fcale 
Of heav*n the ftars, thatufher evening, rofe : 355 
When Sgtan ftill in gaze, as firft he ftood, 
SAMxe thus at length failM fpeech recovered fad. 
O Hell what do mine eyes with grief behold ! 
into our room of Uift thus high advancM 
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Ck^tures of other mold ; earth-boni perii«|>8> }(a 

Kot (pirits ; yet to hetY^nly fpiriCi bright 

Utde inferior $ whom my thoaghts pvrfee 

With wonder, and could love, fo lively ihines 

In them divine refemblance, and fuch grace 

The hand that form*d them on their Ihape hath poiir*d. 

Ah gentle pair! ye little think how nigh 366 

Yonr change approaches; when all thefc delights 

Will vaniih, and deliver ye to woe ; 

More woe, the more your tafte is now of joy t 

Happy ! but for fo happy ill fecurM 379 

Long to continue; and this high feat your heiv*n, 

ni-fenc'd for heav*n^ to keep out iVich a foe 

As now is enterM : yet no pnrposM foe 

To you, whom I coi^ pity thm forlorn. 

Though I vnpttied. League with yow I faek, J75 

And mutual amity, fo Aralt, fo clofe. 

That I with you muft dwell, or you with me 

Henceforth : my dwelling haply may not pleafe. 

Like this fiiir Paradife, your fonfe; yet fuch 

Accept; your Maker's work j He gave it me, $96 

Which I as freely give: heO Ihall unfold. 

To entertain you two, her wideft gates, '' 

And fend forth all her kingst there will be room, 

(Not like thefe narrow Cmits,) to receive 

Your numerous offtpring; if no better place, 3?$ 

Thank Him who puts me leth to this revenge 

On you, wh6 wrong me not, for Him who wrong'd*' 

And fhouid I at your harmlefs innocence 

Melt/ (as I do) yet piiUie reafon juf^ 
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Itaor, and mifin with revengs inhurfd, 390 
By oonin*riag this new world, compels me noiw 
To do, what eUe (though damn'd) I (hould abhor. 

So fpake the fiend, and with neceffity, 
(The tyrant's plea,) excut*d his deviliih deeds. 
Then from his lofty ftand on that high tree, 595 
Pown he alights among the fportfol herd 
Of thole Ibor-liDOCed kinds j himielf now one. 
Vow other, as their fliape beft ierv*d his end 
Nearer to view his prey, and un-efpy'd 399 

To mark what of their fUte he more might learn, 
, By word, or aaitMi marked: about them round, 
A lion now he ftalks with fiery glarej 
Then, as a tiger, who by chance hath fpy'd. 
In fome purlieu, two gentle fiiwns at pby> 
Stvait couches dole, then rifing changes oft 405 
His couchant watch, .as one who chofe his groond, 
Whence ruflung he might fureft feize them both, 
Crip*d in each paws when AJam^ fifft of men. 
To firft of women, £«#, thus moving fpeech, 
TumM bim,allear, to hear new utterance fiow. » 4ze 

Sole partner, and fole part of all thefe joys I 
Dearer thy fetf than all 1 needs mud the Pow'r 
That made us, and for us this ample world. 
Be infinitely good, and of His good 
M liberal; and free, as infinite^ 415 

That raisM us from Uie duft, and placM us he» 
latsdl this happineili, who at His hand 
Have nothing merited, nor can perform 
fhightwhoeof HfclMttfanaedi Htl whorffuim 
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from us no other fervioe than to luep 4^ 

This oae> this ea^c chsB^ge, of aU the tiect 
In Paradife, that bear deliciout fruit 
So various, Bot to tafte that oiUy Tree 
Of Knowledge, planted by the Tree of Life t 
So near grows death to iile I whatever death is : 4^5 
Some dreadful thing, nodoubt : for well thou know*l| 
God haith pronouncM it death to tafte that to«e. 
The only fign of our obedience left. 
Among fo many fignrof pow*r, and nile^ 
Confer*d upon us | and tiominion giv*tt 4|« 

Over all other creatures that pofiUs 
£arth, air, and fea. Then, lefe «e not lh«k haid * 
One eafie prohibicion, who enjoy 
Free leave fo lai^e to all things elfo^ and eheiot 
Unlimited of manifold cblightt s 4^5 

But let us ever praifo Him, and estd 
His bounty, foUowiny our d^ghtfiil taft. 
To prune thefe growing plants,and tend thefeilow*ii| 
Which weie it toilfooM, yet with thee wem ^Pee^ 
To whom thus £«« rsplyt'^d. Othou! forwhonr. 
And from whoaa I vrsiB fonoVd J flsOiof thyAeflt $ 44< 
And without whom am to no end; my gidde. 
And head! what iImu haft iaid is juft, and Hgfat. 
For, we to Him indeed all praifes owe. 
And daily thanks} I chiefly, who eojoy 445 

So £u- the happier lot, ei^ying thee 
Pne-eminent by fo mueh odds | while ihott 
Like coafort to thy felf ca»ft no where iind. 
That day I oft rttiembery wiwii fnm ioep 
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AArft awak*d, and found my felf reposM 450 
Underaihadc of flow*rs$ much wond'ring where. 
And what I was, whence thither brought, and how. 
Not diftant far from thence, a murmuring found 
Of waters ifliiM from a cave, and fpread 
Into a liquid ]^lain, then ilood unmoved, 455 

Pure as tii*«xpanfe of heay*n : I thither went. 
With in-experiencM thought, and laid me down 
On the green bank, to look into the clear 
Smooth lake, that to me feem*d another flcy. 
As I bent down to look, juft oppofite 460 

A (hape within the watry gleam appeared. 
Bending to look on me : I ftarted back; 
It ftarted backt but pleas'd I foon retum*d ; 
Pleased it retumM as ibon ; with anfwering looks 
Of fympathy* and love: there I had fixM 465 
Mine eyes till now, and pin*d with vain defire, 
Had not a voice thus wam*d me, ** What thou (eeft, 
** What there thou feeft, fair Creature, is thy kV\ 
** "^th thee it came, and goes: but, follow me, 
** And I will bring thee vdiere no ihadowftays 470 
** Thy eoimng, and thy foft embraces ; he 
** Whole image thou art x him thou (halt enjoy . 
" Infeparably thine, to him ftialt bear 
" Multitudes like thy felf, and thence be cali'd 
**< Mother t)f human race.** What could I do 475 
But follow (Irait, invifibly thus led. 
Till I efjpyM theef fair indeed, and tall. 
Under a plantan ; yet, methought, lefs fair, 
he(s wimiing foft^ kft amiably oiild^ 
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Than that finoothwatry image: back I turn'd } 4S0 
Tbou following cryd'ft aloud, retum fair Ev€^ 
Whom fly*ft thou? whom thou fly' ft, of him thoa art. 
His fleOij his bone j to give thee Being I lent 
Out of my fide to thee, neareft my heart, 
Subibntial life, to haye thee by my fide 415 

Henceforth an indirldual folace dear : 
Part of my foul, I feek theej and thee claim. 

My other half ! With that, thy gentle hand 

SeisM mine \ I yielded ; and from that time fee 
How beauty is excelled by manly grace, 490 

And wifdom, which alone is truly fair. 

So fpake our general mother; and with eyes 
Of conjugal attra^on unreprovM, 
And meek furrender, half embracing lean'd 
On our firft £sther : half her fweUing breaft 495 
Naked met his, under the flowing gold 
Of her kwfe ticfles bid : he (in delight 
Both of her beauty, and fubmiifive charms,) 
Smll*d with fuperior love; as Jufittr 
On ymno fmiles, when he iinpregns the clouds, 500 
That fhed May-flow'rs ; and prefs'd her matron-lip 
With kifles pure: — aflde the devil turn*d 
For envy, yet with jealous leer malign 
EyM them aikance $ and to himfelf thus plain'd. 

Sight hateful, fight tormenting! thus thefe two, 
ImparadisM in one another*s arms, 506 

(The happier Eden ! ) (hall enjoy their fill 
Of blifs on blifs : while I to hell am thrud. 
Where neither joy, nor love, but fierce dcfire. 



-l 
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(Amang our other torments not the leaft) *5i» 
Still unfuUUrd with pun of longing, pines. 
Yet let me not forget what I have gainM 
From their own moistiis : all is not ttiein, it feems: 
One fatal Tree there ftands, of Knowledge calUd, 
FoiiMdden them to tafle. Knowledge forbidden ? 515 
Sufpicious^ reafonlefii. Why ihould their Lqri 
' SnY/ them that? can it be fin to know? 
Can it bo death? and do they only ftand 
By ignorance? is that their happy ftate^ 
The proof of their obedience, and their faith ? 520 
O fair fbmidation laid whereon to build 
Their min ! hence I will eitcit^ thdr minds 
With more defire to know, and to rejeA 
XnTious commands^ invented with defign 
To keep them low» whom knowledge might aalt 
Squal with Gods : afpiring to be fuch, 5s6 

They tafte, and die; What likelier can enfoe? 
But fM, with narrow fearch I muft walk ro«nd 
This garden, and no comer leave un-fpyMj 
A chance but chance may lead where I may meet 
Some wandring fpirit of heav*n, by fountain-fide 531 
Or in thick ihade r«tir*d, from him to draw 
What further would be learnM. Live 'wdiile ye nay, 
Yet happy pairl enjoy, till I return. 
Short pleafures} for, long woes are to fucceed! 535 

So dying, his proud ftep he fcomful tum*d. 
But with fly circumf^£Hon \ and began [roam. 
Through wood, through waile, o'er hill, o'er dale his 
Mean-While in utmoft longitude, where heav*n 
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With earth and ocean meets, the fetting fan 540 

Slowly defoended ; and ^th right afped 

Againfl the eaftem fate of Paradife 

Leverd his evening rayss it was a reck 

Of AlahaAer, pilM up to te clouds, 

Confpictious far } wmding with one afcent 545 

Acceffible from earth, one entrance highi • 

The reil was craggy cU£^ that over-hiittg 

Still as it rofe, impoffible to climb. 

Betwixt tbefe rod^ pillars Gahriel lat. 

Chief of th* Angelic guards, awuting night : 55^ 

About him exercisM heroic games ^ 

Th* unarmed youth of heav*n \ but nigh at hand 

Coeleftial armory, fluelds, hehns, and fpears. 

Hung high, with diamond flaming, and with gold. 

Thither came Uritl, gliding through the er'n 555 

On a fon-beam, fwift as a fixooting ftar 

In autumn thwarts the night, when vapors fir*d 

Impreft the air, and ihew the mariner 

From what poinS of his Compafs to beware 

Impetuous winds: he .thus bqpn in hafte. 560 

Gainriel! to thee thy couric by lot hath giv'n 
Charge, and ftria watch, that to this happy pUot 
No evil thing approach, or eiitei; in : 
This day, at height of noon, came to my fphere 
A fpirit; sealous, as he feemM, to know 565 

More of th' Almighty's works ; and chiefly man, 
God's Utcft image: I defcrib'd his way. 
Bent all on fpeed, and mark'd his aery gait : 
But, in the mount that lies from Kden norths 
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Where he llril figfUed, ibon difcemM his looks 570 
Alien from heaT'o, ^th paffions foul oUcor'd: 
Mhie eye purfriM him flill, but under fliade 
Loft fight of him : one of tiie banUhM crew, 
I fear, hath ▼entnr^d fr^om the Deep, to raife 
KewtraviUes; him thy care moft be to find. 575 

To whom the wmged warrior thus returned s 
Vrid! no wonder if tiiy perfed fight. 
Amid the fan*s bright circle, where thou fit*ft. 
See far, and wide : in at this gate n<Mie pais 
The '^gilance here phK*d, but fuch as come s^e 
Well-known from beaT*n ; and finoe meridian hoar 
No creature thence. If fpirit of other fort. 
So minded, have o*er-kapM thefe earthy bounds 
On pnrpofe, hard thon luiow*ft it to exclude 
Spiritual fubftance with corporeal bar. 5S5 

But, if within the drcuit of diefe walks. 
In whatfbever (hape, he hirk, of whom 
Thou teU*ft, by morrow dawning I Ihall know. 

So pronusM he ; and Uriel to his charge 589 
RetnmM, on that bright beam, whofe point now fiis*d 
Bore him flope downward to the fun, now M'n 
Beneath th* Ae^res: whither the prime orb, « 
Incredible how fwift, had thither rowlM 
Diurnal; or this lefs volubil earth, 
By fliorter flight to th' eaft, had left him there, 595 
Arraying with rcfleaed purple, and gold. 
The clouds that on his weflem. throne attend. 

Now came ftill evening on, and twilight grqr 
Had in her fobcr livery aU things clad : 
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Silence accompany^ ; for beiift, md bird, 600 
They to their grafly couch, th^e to their i^e^. 
Were flunky all l^t the wakeful nightingaJes 
She all night long her amorous defcant fung $ 
Silence was pieasM : now glowM the fifmamaat 
With Hving Ctphirs ; Hefpertu, that led 60$ 

The ftarry hoft, rode b^Hteft ; till the moon, 
Rifittg in clouded majefty at length. 
Apparent Qgeen, unveil*d her peerleft light. 
And o*er the dark her filver mantle threw; 
When Mam thus to Eve : fair confort! th*hour 
Of night, and all things now retirM to reft, €it 
Mind us of like repofe $ fince God hath let 
Labor and reft, as day and night, to men 
Suoceffive ; and the timely dew (»f deep. 
Now falling with foft (lumbrous weight, inclines 
Our eye-lids. Other creatures all day-long 616 
Rove idle, un-employM, and leis need reft : 
Man hath his daily work of body, or mind. 
Appointed, which declares his dignity. 
And the regard of heav'n on all his ways : 610 
While other animals una€^ive range j 
And of their doings God takes no account. 
To-morrow, e'er frefli jnorning ftreak the eaft 
With firft approach of light, we muft be ris*n, 
And^t oar pleafant labor, to reform 625 

Yon flow'ry arbors ; yonder allies green. 
Our walk at noon, with branches overgrown ; 
That mock our fcant manuring, and require 
More hands than ours to lop their wanton growth* 
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Thoie blodbms My, and thofe droppiag f;ams, 630 
That lie beftrowB, unfightijr, and unfinootfa, 
Aik rkManoOy if we mean to tread with eafe: 
Mean-while, at nature wiUs> night bids us reft. 

To whom thus Eve, with perfed beauty adoniM. 
Mf author, and difpoTerl what thou bidil 635 
Un-afguM I obey ; fo God ordAins : 
God is thy law, thon mine: to know no more 
Is woman's happteft knowledge, and her pndfe. 
IVIth thee oonverfing I forget all time | 
All fealbns, and dmr change, all pleafe alike t 640 
Sweet is the breath of mom, her rifing fvveet. 
With charm of earlieft birds : plealant the fun. 
When firft on this del^htful land he fpreads' 
His orient beams^fn herb, tree, fruit, and flowV, 
Clift*ring with dews fragrant the fertile earth 645 
After foft ihow^rs: and fweet the coming oa 
Of grateful ev*ning mild : Chen, filent night. 
With this her folemn bird, and this fiur moon. 
And thefe the gems of heav*n, her ftarry trun. 
But neither breath of mom, when (he afcendt 650 
With charm of earlieft birds: nor rifing fun 
On this delightful land ; nor herb, fruit, flower, 
Glift*ring with dew : nor fragrance after fliow*rs : 
Nor grateful evening mild t nor filent night. 
With this her folemn bird: nor walk by moon : BsS 
Or glittering ftar->light, without thee is fweet. 
But wherefore all night long (hine thefe ? for rihom 
This glorious fight, when fleep hath ihut all cjrct? 

To whom our general anceftor rq>lyU 
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Daughter of God and man, accompliihM K^ ! 669 
Thefe have their courie to fiaUh, roniid the earth. 
By morrow evening; and fixMn land to land 
In order, though to nations yet unborn, 
Miniftring light preparM, they ftt, and riles 
Uft total dartcaeft. (hould by night regain €%% 

Her old pofleflion, and extii^iih life 
In natnre, and all things; which thefe kit iires 
Not only enlighten, but with kindly heat. 
Of varioas influence, foment, and warnt. 
Temper, or no«iri(h ; or in part ihed down 679 
Their ftellar Virtue, on all Wnds that grov 
On earth; made faefeby 9|>ter to receive 
Perfeaion from the fun's more potent my. 
Thefe then, though un-beheld indiep of night, 674 
Shine not in vain : nor think, though men were none. 
That heav'n would want ipe&itors, God want praifet 
Millions of fpiritual creatures walk the earth 
Un-feen, both when we wake, and when we fleept 
All thefe, with ceaCeleis praife, his works behold 
Both day, and night : how often, from the i^eep 689 
Of echoing hiU, or thicket, have we heard 
Coeleftial voices, to the midnight air 
(Sole, or refpoofive each to other's note)' 
Singing their great Creator? oft in bands 
While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk, 68^ 
With heavenly touch <tf inftramental folmds, 
la full luumonic number join*d, their fongs 
Divide the night, and lilt otir thoughts to heaven. 
Thus talking; hand in hand, alone they pafs*4 
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On to their bliftfiil bow*r\ it wm a place 691 

Cho6*n by the Sov*reisn Planter, when He fran'd 
All thingf to num*fl ddightfid ufe: the rod; 
Of thlckeft covert, was inwoven fliade. 
Laurel/ and myrtle j and what higher grew. 
Of firm, and firagrant kaf : on dtfaer 6de 695 
Acanthus, and each od*ro«s buihy Ihrub, 
Fenc*d up the verdant wall : each beauleout flovV, 
Iris all hues, roles, and jeflamhi, 
Rear*d high their floorifliM headtbetireen,and wrought 
Mo&ic: underfoot the ^olet, 700 

Crocus, and hyadntb, with rich in-lay 
Broider'd the ground $ more colorM, than widi iboe 
Of Goftlieft emblem : other creature here, 
Betfti bird, infeft, or worm, durft enter none; 
Such was their awe of man ! In ihady bow> 705 
More (acred, and fequefter*d, though but fetgn'^. 
Pan, or Syk/anus, never flept ; nor Nymph, 
Nor Fauma, haunted. Here, in clofe reoeft. 
With flowers, garlands, and fweet-fmelling herbs, 
Zfpoufed Eve decked firft her nuptial bed: 710 
And heavenly Chdrs the Hymen«an fung, 
What day the genial Angel to our fire i 

Brought her, in naked beauty more adom*d. 
More lovely, than Pandora $ whom the Gods 
Indow'd with all their gifts, (and O, too like 715 
In fed event ! ) when to th'unwifer fon 
Of Japhet brought by Hierma, flie infnar^d 
Mankind with her fair looks, to be aveng*d 
On him who had ftole JWr's authentic fire. 

Thus 
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Thut at their fhkdy Lodge arrivM, both ftood, 
Both tumM> and under open iky adorM 72 1 

The God that made both iky, air, earth, and heav'n» 
Which th^ beheld ; the moonU refplendent glohe. 
And ilarry Pole: Thou aUb road*ft the night. 
Maker Omnipotent! and Thou the day, - 725 
Which we in our appointed woric employed 
Have finifliM, happy in our mutual help. 
And mutual love, the crown of all our bllfii 
Ordain*d by Thee ; and this delidout place. 
For us too large; where Thy abundance wants 730 
Partakers, and uncropM £dls to the ground. 
But Thou hall promisM from us two a race 
To fill the earth, who (hall with &s extol 
Thy goodneft infinite, both when we wake. 
And when we feek, as now. Thy gift of Heep. 73? 

This faid unanimous, and other rites 
Obfenring none, but adoration pure. 
Which God likes bed, into their inmoft bow> 
Handed they went; and (eas^d the putting off 
Thefe trouUefbme difguifes which we wear,) 74.0 
Strait fide by fide were laid : nor tuitiM, I ween, 
jitlam from his fair fpoufe ; nor Eve the rites 
Myfterious of connubial love refusM : 
Whatever hypocrites aufierely talk 
Of purity, and place, and innocence ; . 745 

Defaming as impure what God declares 
Pure; and commands to fome, leaves free to all. 
Our Maker bids increafe ; who bids abftain. 
But our dcftroyer, foe to God, and man? 
G 
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Hail wedded tove \ myfterious law, true fooroe 750 
0£ human offsprings fole propriety 
)n Paradife ! of all things common eUe. 
By thee adulterous luft was driv'n from men. 
Among the beftial herds to range ^ by thee« 
(Founded in reafon, loyal, juft, and pure) 755 
Relations dear, and all the charities 
Of father, fon, and brother, firft were known. 
Far be it, that I (hould write thee fin, or blame! 
Or think thee un-befitting holieft place; 
Perpetual fountain of domeftic fweets ! 760 

Whofe bed is undcfilM, and chaAe, pronooncM, 
Prefent, or paft; as Caints, and patriarchs usM. 
Here, Love his golden (hafts employs ; here lights 
His conftant lamp ; and waves his purple wings f 
Reigns here, and revels s not in the bought (mile 765 
Of harlots, lovelefs, joylefe, un-endear*d i 
Cafual fruition I nor in Court-amours, 
MixM dance, or wanton maik, or midnight ball, 
Or ferenate, which the ftarvM lover fings 
To his proud Fair $ beft quitted with difdain. 77^ 
Thefe, lulFd by nightingales^ embracing fleptj 
And on their naked limbs the flow*ry roof 
ShowerM rofes, which the mom repair*d. Sleep on, 
Bleft pair! and Ol yet happteft, if ye feek , 

No happier (late, and know to know no more. 7:)' 
Now had night meafur*d, with her (hadowy cow, 
Half-way up hill this vaft fublunar vault :. 
And from their ivory port the Cherubim 
Forth ifluing 0X th* acGuftomM hour, Hood armM 
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To their night watches in warlike parade, 780 
When Gabriel to his next in pow'r thus fpake. 

Uxxiel f half thefe draw off, and coaft the fouth 
With ftri^eft watch t thefe other wheel the north : 
Our circuit meets full weft. As flame they part. 
Half virheeHng to the ihield, half to the fpear. 785 
From thefe, two ftrong and fubtUe fpirits he call'd. 
That near him ftood, and gave them thus in charge. 

hburieif and Zepbon I with wtng*d fpeed 
Search diro* this garden, leave unfearchM no nook: 
But duefly where tbofe two fair creatures lodge, 790 
Now bud perhaps afleep, fecure of harm. 
This evening from the fun*s decline airivM, 
Who tells of fome infernal fpirit, feen 
HiChefward bent (who could have thought ? ] efcapM 
The bars of hell; on errand bad, no doubt: 795 
Such, where ye find^ ieize faft, and hither bring. 

So faying, on he led his radiant files, 
Dazling the moon: thefe to the bow'r dire^. 
In fearch of whom they fought : him there they found. 
Squat like a toad, dofe at the ear of Eve $ Soo 
Aflaying, by his devilifli art, to reach 
The organs of her fuicy, and with them forge 
rUufions, as he lift, phantafms, and dreams : 
Or if, infpiring venom, he might taint 
Th* animal fpirits, that fixmi pure bk)od arife, 805 
Like gentle breaths from rivers pure ; thence raife 
At laft diftemperM, difcontented thoughts ; 
Vain hopes, vain aims, inordinate defires. 
Blown up with high conceits ingendring pridt. 
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Him that intent Jtburjtl with his fpear 8io 

TouchM lightly ; (for no falihood can endure 
Touch of coeleftial temper, but re^ms 
Of force to its own likenefs) up be (birts, 
DifcoverM, and Airpriz'd. As when a fpark 
Lights on a he^ of nitrous powder^ laid 815 

Fit for the tun, fome magaane to ftore 
Againft a rumorM war, the fmutty grain 
With fudden blaze difiusM, inflames the air : 
So ftarted up, in his own (hape, the fiend. 
Back ftepM thofe two fair Angels, half araazM, 820 
So fudden to behold the grifly King ^ 
Yet thus, unmovM with fear, accoft him iboii. 

Which of thofe rebel fpirits, adjudged to bell. 
Commit thou, efcapM thy prifon ? and transformM 
Why iat'ft thou, like an enemy in wait, 825 

Here watching at the head of thefe that fleep ? 

Know ye not then, faid Satan, fillM with fconi, 
Know ye not Me ? ye knew me once no mate 
For you ; thferc fitting where you durft not foar; 
Not to know me argues yourfelves unknown, 830 
The lowed of your throng: or if ye know. 
Why afic ye, and fuperfluous begin 
Your mefiage, like to end as much in vain ? 

To whom thus Zepbon, anfwering fcom with foorn, 
Think not, revolted fpirit ! thy fhapc the fame, 835 
Or un-diminiHiM brightnefs, to be known 
As when thou ftoodft in heav'n, upright, and pure: 
That glory tlicn, when thou no more V^aft good, 
Departed from thee ; and thou refcmbrft nov 
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Thy fin, and place of doom, obfcure, and foul. 840 
But come ! for thou, be fure, ihalt give account 
To him who Cent as, v^hofe charge is to keep 
This place inviolable, and thefe from harm. ^^ 

So fpake the Cherub $ and his grave rebuke. 
Severe in youthful beauty, added grace 84^ 

Invincible : abaihM the devil ftood. 
And felt how awful goodnefsis, and faw 
Virtoe in her' ihape how lovely j faw, and pin*d 
His lois : but chiefly to find here obferv*d 
His tuftre ^ibly impaired: yet feem*d 859 

Undaunted. If 1 mud contend, faid he, 
Beft with the beft, the fender not the fent. 
Or all at oncej more glory will be won. 
Or lefs be loA. Thy fear, faid Zepbon bold, 
WiU fave us trjml what the leaft can do 855 

Single againft thee wicked, and thence weak. 

The fiend reply*d not, overcbme vTith rage \ 
But like a proud fteed reinM, went haughty on. 
Champing his iron curb : to ftrive, or fly. 
He held it vain \ awe from above had queird 860 
His heart, not elfe dtfinayM. Now drew they nigh 
The weftem point, where thofe half-rounding guards 
Juft met, and clofing itood in fquadron joined. 
Awaiting next command ; to whom their Chief, 
Gabriel, from thd Front thus callM aloud. 865 

O friends ! I hear the tread of nimble feet 
Hafting.this way; and now by glimps difcern 
Itburielf and Zepbon, through the fliade $ 
Ajid with them pomes a third of regal port, 

G a 
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But faded fplendor wan ; who by his gait, S70 
And fiecce demeanor, feems the Prince of hell: 
Not hkely )o part hence without conteft : 
Stand finn, for in his look defiance lowers. 

He fcaroe had ended, when thofc two approach'd, 
And brief related Wh^jn they brought, where found, 
How bufied, in what form, and poflure, couched : 876 
To whom with ftem regard thus C7^^r/V/(pake. 

Why haft thoa, Satan ! broke the bounds prefcribM 
To thy tranfgreflions, and difturb'd the charge 
Of others, who approve not to tran^^fe Sib 

By thy example ? but have pow*r, and right, 
To queflion thy bold entrance on this place ; 
Employ'd, it feems, to violate fleep, and thpfe 
Whofe dwelling God hath planted here in blife ? 

To whom thus Satan , with contemptuous brow : 
Cahriel! thou hadd in heav*n th* efteem of wife, 
And fuch I held thee ; but this queftion aik*d %%^ 
Puts me in doubt. Lives there who loves his psin? 
"Who would nqt, finding way, break loofe from |ieil, 
Tho' thither doom'd ? thou wouldil thyfelf, no doubt, 
And boldly venture to whatever place, 891 

Fartheft from pain $ where thou might^ft hope to 
Torment with eafe, and fooneft recompenfe [change 
Dole with delight ; which in this place I fought ; 
To thee no reafon, who know*ft only good, 895 
But evil haft not try'd. And wilt objed 
His will who bounds us ? let Him furer bar 
His iron gates, if He intends our ftay 
In that dark duranoe ! thus much what was alkU 
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The reft is true : they found me where they fay ; 900 
But that implies not violence, or haim. 

Thus he in feom. The warlike Angel mov*d^ 
DifdainfuUy half fmiling, thus reply*d. 
O lofs of one in heaven to judge of wife^ 
Since Satan fell, whom felly overthrew \ 905 

And now returns him, from his prifon fcapM, 
Gravely in doubt whether to hold them wife. 
Or not, who a(k what boldnefs brought him hither 
Un-UcensM, from his bounds in hell prefcribM : 
So wife he judges it to fly from pain 910 

However, and to fcape his punishment ! 
So judge thou ftill, prefumptuous ! till the wrath. 
Which thou incurU by flying, meet thy flight 
Sevenfold, and fcourge that wifdom back to hell^ 
Which Uught thee yet no better, that no pain 915 
Can equal anger infinite provoked. 
But wherefore thou alone ? viierefore with thee 
Came not all hell broke loofe ? is pain to them 
Le£> pain, lefs to be fled ? or thou than they 
Lefs hardy to endure P couragious Chief! 920 

The firfl in flight from pain ! Hadft thou alledg'd 
Tp thy deferted hoft this caufe of flight. 
Thou furely hadA not come fole fugitive. 

To which the fiend thus anfwerM, frowning Aern* 
Not that I lefs endure, or (brink from pain, 925 
Infulting Angel ! well thou know'ft I ftood 
Thy fierceft, when in battel to thy aid 
The blafting vollied thunder made all fpccd, 
And f^conded thy clfc not dreaded fpear. 
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But AUl thy words «t random^ as before^ 930 

Argue thy in-exp6rience^ what behoves, 
(From hard alTays, and ill fucceOes pail,) 
A faithful Leader, not to hazard all 
Through ways of danger, by himfelf untry'd: 
I therefore, I alone, firft undertook 935 

To wing die defojate abyfs, and fpy 
This new-created world, whereof in hell 
Fame is not fllent ; here in hope to find 
Better abode, and my afflidled Powers 
To fettle here on earth, or in mid air; 94a 

Though, fbr poflcflion, put to try once mooB 
What thou, and thy gay legions, dare againft: 
Whofe eafier bufinefs were to ferve their Lprd 
High up in heav*n, with fongs to hymn His throne. 
And pra^isM diftances to cringe, not fight. 945 

To whom the warrior -Angel foon rqplyMs 
To fay, and flrait unfay, pretending firft 
Wife to fly pain, profefling next the fpy, « 
Argues no Leader, but a liar trac'd, 
Satan! and could thou /i/>i&^«/ add? O name, 
O facred name of faithfulnefs profan'd ! 951 

Faithful to whom ? to thy rebellioqs crew. 
Army of fiends ? fit body to fit head ! 
Was this your difcipline, and faith engaged. 
Your military obedience, to diflblve 955 

Allcglsmce to th' acknowledge PowV fupremc? 
And thou, fly hypocrite! -who now wouldft fecoi 
Patron of liberty, who more than thou 
Once fawned, and cringM, and fervily ador*d 
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Heav'n^s awful Monarch ? wherefore ? but in hope 

To difpoflefs him, and thy felf to reign? 961 

But mark what I aread thee now : avant ! 

Fly thither whence thou fledft ! If from this hour 

Within thefe hallowM limits thou appear. 

Back to th* infernal pit I drag thee chainM, 965 ' 

And feal thee fo, as henceforth not to fcorn 

The facil gates of hell too flightly^barr*d. 

So threaten*d he : but Satan to no threats 
Gave heed^ but waxing more in rage, reply^d. 

Then, when I am thy captive, talk of chains, 970 
Proud Cmitary Cherub 1 but e'er then 
Far heavier load thy felf expert to feel 
From my prevailing arm ; though heaven^s King 
Ride on thy wings, and thou with thy compeers, 
Us'd to the yoke, draw'ft his triumphant wheels 975 
In progrefs thro* the road of hcav*n ftar-pav'd. 

While thus he fpake, th* Angelic fquadron bright 
TumM fiery red, iharpning in mooned horns 
Their phalanx, and began to hem him round 
With ported fpears ; as thick, as when a field 9S0 
Of Ceres, ripe for harveft, waring bends 
Her bearded grove of ears, which way the wind 
Sways them ; the careful plowman doubting Aands, 
Left on. the threlhing-floor bis hopeful (heaves 
Prove chaff. On th* other fide, Satan alarm' d, 9S5 
Colleding ^ his might, dilated ftood 
Like Tenerify or Atlas, un-remov'd : ^ 
His (biture reach'd the Iky, and on his creft 
Sat Horror plum'd j nor wanted in his grafp 
G5. 
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What feemM bothfpear^and (hield.Now dreadful deedi 
Might have enfu*d : not only Paradife 991 

In this commotion, but the ftairy cope 
Of heay*n perhaps, or all the elements. 
At lead had gone to wreck, difturbM^ and torn 
With violence of this confliA, had not (bon 995 
Th' Eternal, to prevent fuch horrid fray. 
Hung forth in heav*n his golden fcales, yet fecn 
Betwixt Aftraa, and the Scorpion Sigh, 
(Wherein all things created firft he weighed. 
The pendulous round earth, with balancM air 1000 
In counterpoife : now, ponders all events, 
Battels, and realms:) in thefe he put two weights, 
The fequel each of parting, and of fight ; 
The latter quick up flew,' and kick'd the beam: 
Which Gabriel fpying, thus bcfpake the fiend. 1005 
Sgtan ! I know thy flrength,and thou know' A mine : 
Neither our own, but giv*n : what folly then 
To boaft what arms can do ? fince thine no more 
Than hcav'n permits ; nor mine, tho' doubled now 
To trample thee as mire: forproof look up, 1010 
And read thy lot in yon cceleftial Sign ; [weak, 
Where thou art weigh'd, and ftiown how light, how 
If thou rcfift. — The fiend lookM up, and knew 
His mounted fcale aloft : nor more ; but fied 1014 
MurmVing, and with him fied the (hades of nis^^ 



The end of the fourth Book. 
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BOOK V. 



The ARGUMENT. 

Mcrning attroacFd^f Eve relates to Adam 
her troublefome dream ; he likes it not, yet 
comforts her: they .come forth to their 
daily labors : their morning lymn at the 
door of their bower. God^ to render 
Man inexcufabUj fends Raphael to ad^ 
monijb him of his obedience^ of his fret 
t/faiej of his enevy near at hand, who 
be is^ and why his enemy ^ and whatever 
elfe may avail Adam to know. Raphael 
comes down to Paradife ; his appearance 
defer ih^d^ his coming difcerrCd by Adam 
afarroff^ fitting at the door of his bower ; 
he goes out to meet him^ brings him to his 
loi^e^ entertains him with the choicejl 
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fruiu of Paradife got i^ethtr hy Eve; 
their dtfcmrfe at table: Raphael j>^^mJ 
his meJTa^e^ minds Adam rf his Jtatty 
and of hts enemy \ relates, at AaaroV 
requejl^ who that enemy is, and how be 
came to he fo\ beginning from his M 
revolt in heaven, and the occajion there- 
cf'j bow he drew his legions after him to 
. the parts of the north, and there inched 
them to rebel with him; perfuading all 
but only Abdiel, a Seraph, who in argur 
ment dijfuades and oppofes him^ then for' 

fakes htm. 
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No W Morn^ ber rofy ftepc in th* eaftern clime 
Adyancing^ fow*d Ibe l?arth with orient pearly 
When Adam wak*d: fo cuftoin*d$ for hit ileep 
Was acry-Ughc, from pure digeflion bred, 
And temperate vapors bland, which th* only found 
Of leaves, and fuming rills, {Attrwd'% fan) 6 

Lightly difpeis'd, and the (hriU matin fong 
Of birds on every bough. So much the more 
His wonder was, to find unwakenM Evt 
With trefles difcompos*d, and glowing cheek, to 
As through unquiet reft : he, on his fide 
Leaning half-raisM, with looks of cordial love 
Hung over her enamor*d \ and beheld 
Beauty, vtrhich, whether waking or afleep, 
Shot forth peculiar graces : then, with voice 15 
Mild as when Zepbyrux on Flora breathes. 
Her hand foft-touching, whifperM thus : Awake 
My UAftAy my efpousM, my lateil found, 
Heav*n*s laft beil gift, my ever-new delight I 
Awake : the morning (hines, and the freih field 20 
Calls us ; we lofe the prime, to mark how fpring 
Our tended plants, how blows the citron grove. 
What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed^ 
How nature paints her colors, how the bee 
Sits on the bloom extrading liquid fweet. 25 

Such whifp^ring wak*d her, but with flartled eye * 
Og Mam I whom embracing, thus (he fpake. 

O fole ! in whom my thoughts find all repofe^ 
My j^ory, my perftdllon I glad I fee 
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Thy face, and morn returned j for I this night, 30 
(Such night till this 1 never pafsM,) have dreamM, 
(If dream*d) not, as I oft am wont, of thee. 
Works of day pafsM, or morrow^s next dcfign; 
But, of offenfe^ and trouble ; which my mind 
Xnew never tiU this irldbme night. Methougbt 35 
Clofe at mine ear one call*d me forth to walk 
With gentle voice $ I thought it thine s it Cud, 
Why fleep*ft thou .E«rf now is the pleaCmt time, 
The cool, the filent, fave where filence yields 
To the night-warbling bird, that now awake 40 
Tunes fweeteft his love-labor'd fong 5 now reigoi 
Full-orb'd the moon, and with more pleafant light 
Shadowy fets off the face of thihgs ; in vain. 
If none regard : heav*n wakes with all his eyes 5 
Whom to behold but Thee, nature's defire ? 45 
In whofe fight all things joy, with raviOuneot 
Attra^ed by thy beauty ftill to gaze. 
I rofe, as at* thy call; but found thee not s 
To find thee I direded then my walk $ 
And on, methought, alone I palsM, thro* ways 50 
That brought me on a fudden to the Tree 
Of interdi£ted Knowledge: fair it feem'd. 
Much fairer, to my fancy, than by day : 
And as I wondering look'd, befide it Aood 
One IhapM, and wingM, like one of thofefromHeavX 
By us oft feen : his dewy locks diftillM 56 

Amhrofia \ on that tree he alfo gazM s 
Afidn O fair plant, faid he, with fruit furchaifMI 
P^igns none to eafe thy load^ and tafte thy fwset i 
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Not God> nor man? Is knowledge fo deTpisM ? 60 
Or enyjy or what refenre forbids to tafte > 
Forbid who will^ none (hall £rom me with-hold 
Longer thy offisr*d good ; why elfe fet here ? 
This (aid, he paus*d not» but with yentVovs arm 
He pluckM, he tailed 1 me damp horror chiird 6$ 
At Aich bold words, vouch*d with a deed fo bold. 
Bat he thus, orerJoyM : O fruit divine ! 
^weet of thy felf, but much more fweet thus cropMI 
Forbidden here, it feems, as only fit 
For Gods, yet able to make Cods of men s 70 
And why not Gods of men, fince good the more 
Communicated, more abundant grows. 
The author not impairM, but honor'd more .^ 
Here, happy creature, fair Angelic Evef 
Partake thou alfo : happy though thou art, 75 

Hapi^er thou may*ft be, worthier canil not be : 
Tafte this, and be henceforth among the Gods 
Thy felf a Goddefs; not to earth confin*d. 
But fometimoe in the air, as we ; fomedmes 
Afoend to heav*n, by merit thine, and fee Sb 

What life the Gods live there, and fuch live Thou. 
So (aytng, he drew nigh, and to me held, 
Iv*n to my mouth, of that fame fruit held part ~ 
Which he had pluckM : the pleafant favoury fmelt 
' So quicken*d appetite, that I, methought, ^5 

Could not but tafte ! Foithwitb up to the tlouds 
With him I flew, and underneath beheld 
The earth outftretchM immenfe, a proipe^ wide, 
Audi varioyfts Trond*ring at my flight, and ttasfflk 
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To this high exaltation ; fuddenly 90 

My gaide was gone^ and I, methou^ht, fankdown, 
And iell afleep; but O, how glad I wakM 
To fin4 this but a dream ! Thus Ew her night 
Related^ and thus Adam aiifwerM (ad. 

Beft image of my Ceif, and dearer half f 95 
The trouble of thy thooghts this night in deep 
Affeds me equally: nor can I like 
.This uncooth dream, of eril fprung, I fear. 
Yet evil whence? in thee can harbour none, 
' Created pure. But IsMcm, that in the foul 100 
An many lefler faculties, that ferve 
Reafon as chief: among thefe Fancy next 
Her office holds : of all external things. 
Which the fat watchful fenfes irepreient. 
She forms imaginations, aery {hapes, lOj 

Which Reafon joining, or disjoining, frames 
All what we affirm, or what deny, and call 
Our knowledge, or opinion ; then retires 
Into her private ceB, when nature refls. 
jOft in her abfence mimic Fancy wakes no 

.iTo imitate her$ but, mis-joining (bapes, ^ . 
Wild work produces oft, and moft in dreams ; 
111 matching words, and deeds, long pad, or Iste. 
Some fucb refemblances methinks I find 
Of our lail evening's talk, in this thy dream; irs 
But with addition ilrange! yet, be not fad: 
Evil into the mind of God, or man. 
May come, and go, fo un<»approv'd, and leave 
Vo fpot or biame behind; which ^es me hops - 
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That what in ileep tboa didft abhor to daesm, lao 
Waking thou never wilt confent to do. 
Be not dif-hearten*d then, nor cloud thofe looks^ 
That wont to be more chearful, and ferene, 
Than when fair morning fir A fmiles on the world t 
And let us tp our £re£h employments rife, 125 

Among the groves, the fountains, and the fiowVs, 
That open now their choiceil bofomM imells, 
RefervM from nighty and kept for thee in ilore. 

So chear*d he his fair fpoufe, and (he was chear*d $ 
But filently a gentle tear let fall 13a 

From either eye, and wipM them with her hair i 
Two other precious drops that ready ftood, 
lach in their cryftal fluice, he e'er they" fell 
Kifs*d, as the gracious figns of fweet remorfe. 
And pious awe, that fear'd to have offended. 13I 
So all was clearM, and to the field they hafte t 
But firft, from under (hady arborous roof, 
S«on as they forth were come to open fight 
Of day.fpring, and the fun, (who fcarce up-ris*n. 
With wheels yet hov'ring o^er the ocean-brim, 140 
Shot parallel to th* earth his dewy ray, 
Diicov'ring in wide landfcape all the eaft 
Of Paradife, and Eden's happy plains.) ' 
Lowly they bow*d, adoring, and began 
Their orifons, each morning duly paid 14$ 

In various ftylej for neither various ilyle. 
Nor holy rapture, wanted they, to pratie 
Their Maker, in fit drains pronouncM, or fung 
Vmneditated j fnch prompt eloquence 
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TlowM from their lipf j in profe, or nmneroiis f erfe : 
Moiw tunable, than needed lute, or harp, 151 
To add more fweetnefs i and they thus b^an. 

Theie are Thy glorious works. Parent of Good! 
Ahnightjl Thine thii univeifal frame. 
Thus wondrous fair ; Thy felC how wondrous then ! 
Vnfpeakablel who fitt*ft above thefe heavens, 156 
To us invifible, or dimly fcen 
In thefe Thy loweft works: yet thefe declare 
Thy goodnefs beyond thought, and pow'r divine. 
Speak ye who beft can tell, ye fons of lig^t, 160 
Angels ! for ye behold Him, and with fongs. 
And choral fymphonies, day without night. 
Circle His throne rejoicing ; ye in heav*n : 
On earth join all ye creatures, tp extol 
Him firft, Him laft, Him midft, and without end * 
Faireft of ftars, laft in the train of night, z66 
If better thou belong not to the dawn. 
Sure pledge of day, that crown'ft the fmiling mom 
With thy bright circlet, praife Him in thy fphere 
While day arifes, that fweet hour of prime. 170 
Thou fun ! of this great world both eye and fool, 
Acknowledge Him thy greater; found His praife 
In thy eternal courfe, both when thou climb*il, 
And when high noon haft gain*d,and when thou falPft. 
Moon ! that now meet'ft the orient fun, now fly'ft 
With the iix^d ftars» iixM in their orb that flies ; i;6 
And ye five other wandring iires ! that move 
In myftic dance not without fong, refound 
His praife, who out of dafkncfs caUM up light. 
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Asr^ and ye elements ! the eldeft birth 180 

Of Nature*8 womb, that in qoatemion run 
Perpetual circle^ mtiltifonn j and mix. 
And hourilh all things ; let your ceafelefs change 
Vary to our Great Maker ftill new praife. 
Ye miAs, and exhalations 1 that now rife 1X5 

From hill, or (teaming lake, dulky, or grey. 
Till the fun paint your fleecy flcirts with gold. 
In honor to the world's great Author rife : 
Whether to deck with clouds th' uncolor'd (ky. 
Or wet the thirily earth with falling fhow*rs, 190 
Riling, or falling, ftiU advance His praife. 
His praife, ye winds ! that from four quarters blow. 
Breathe foft, or loud ; and ware your tops, ye pines i 
With every plant, in fign of worftjip wave. 
Fountains! and ye that warble^ as ye flow, 195 
Melodious murmurs ! warbling tune His praife. 
Join voices all ye living fouls ! ye birds. 
That fingin^ up to heaven-gate afcend. 
Bear on your wings, and in your notes, His praife f 
Ye that in waters glide, and ye that walk ico 
The earth, and (lately tread, or lowly creep ! 
Witnefs if I be filent, morn or even, 
To hill, or valley, fountain, or freih fliade^ 
Made vocal by my fong, and taught His praife. 
Hail Univerfal Lord! be bounteous ftill 205 

To give us only good : and if Ae night 
Have gatherM ought of evil, or conceaPd, 
Difpeife it, as now light difpels tlie darkl 
So prayed they innocent, and to their thoughts 
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fifm peace recovcrM foon^ and wonted calm, no 
On to their morning** rural work they hafte^ 
Among fireet dews,, and Aow*rs $ where any row 
Of frui^-treeSy over-woody» reachM too Car 
Their pamperM boughs, and needed hands to check 
Fniitlefs embraces: or, they led the vine 215 

To wed her elm $ (he fpous'd, about him twines 
Her marriageable arms, and with her brings 
Her dowV, th* adopted clufters, to adorn 
His barren leaves. Them thus eraployM beheld 
With pity heav*n*s high King> apd to Him called 
Raphael, the (bciable fpirit, that deignM ui 

To travel with Tobias, and fecurM 
His marriage with the feven-times wedded maid. 

Raphael, faid He, thou hear'ft what ftir oncardi 
Satan, from hell fcapM through the darkfome gulf, 
Hath raisM in Paradife, and how difturbM aa6 
This night the human pair, how he defigns 
In them at once. to ruin all nuuikind : 
Go therefore, half this day. as friend with friend 
Converfe with Adam, in what bow*r or ftude 2)0 
Thou find'ft him, fivm the heat of noon retired. 
To refpit his day-labor with repail, 
Or with repofe *. and fuch difcourfe bring on. 
As may advife him of his happy ftate, 
Happinefs in his pow*r left &et to wdl, 135 

Left to his own free will^ his will, though free. 
Yet muuble : whence warn him to beware 
He fwerve not, too fecure. TeU ham withal 
His danger, and from whom | what enetny. 
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Late fallen himfelf from heaven, is plotting now ^^ 
The fall of others from like ftate of Miftt 
By violence? no: for that (hall be withftood ; 
But by deceit, and lies: this let him know. 
Left wilfully tranfgrefling, he pretend 
Surprifal, un-admodidiM, un-forewam*d« 24^ 

So fpake th* Eternal Father, and fuHUlM 
All jufticei nor delayM the winged Cunt, 
After his charge receiy'd ; but from among 
Thou(and cceleftial Ardors, where he ftood * 249 
Veil'd with his gorgeous wings, up-fpringing light. 
Flew thro* the midft of heav'n : th* Angelic Choirs^ 
On each hand parting, to his fpeed gave way 
Through all th* empyreal road ; till at the gate 
Of heaven anivM, the gate felf-open'd wide. 
On golden hinges taming ; as by work 255 

Divine, the fov*rdgn archited had framM. 
From hence (no cloud, or, to obftru£i his fight. 
Star interpos'd,) however fmall, he fees 
(Not unconform to other (hining globes) 
Earth, and the gard'n of God, with cedars crown'd 
Above all hills. As when'by night the glafs 262 
Of Galileoy lefs aflur'd, obferves 
ImaginM lands, and regions, in the moon : 
Or pilot, from amidft the Cycladny . 
JytUiy or Samosy firft appearing kens 265 

A cloudy fpet. Down thither prone in flight 
He fpeeds, and through the vaft ethereal Iky 
Sails between woi:lds and worlds : with fteddy wing 
Now on the polar winds j then, with quick fan 
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Winnowt the buxom air: till widiin foar 270 

Of towering eagles, t* all the fowls he feems 
A phomix, gazM by all, as that fole bird. 
When to inflmne his reliques in the fttn*s 
Bright temple, to Mgyptian *Tbebes he ilies. 
At onoe on th* eaftem cliff of Paradife 275 

He lights, and to his proper ihape retoms, 
A Seraph wingM : fix wings he wore, to ihade 
His lineaments divine \ the pair that dad 
Each ihoulder broad, came mantling o*er his fareafl 
With regal ornament : the middle pair sSo 

Girt like a (bury zoile.his waift, and round 
Started his loins, and th^j^, with downy gold. 
And colors dipM in hc3iv*n : the third, his feet 
ShadowM from either heel with feathered mail, 
Sky-tin6birM grain ! like Maid's fon he ilood, 285 
And (hook his plumes, that heavenly fragrance filled 
The circuit wide. Strait knew him aU the bands 
Of Angels under watch ; and to his ftate. 
And to his meflage high, in honor rife ; 289 

For on fome meflage high they guefs*d him bound. 
Their gUttVing tents he pafs'd, and now is come 
Into the blifsful field, through groves of myrrti. 
And fiow'ring odors, caiTia, nard, and balm; 
A wilderncfs of fwccts ! for Nature here 
WantonM, as in her prime, and plaid at will 295 
Her virgin-fancies, pouring forth more fvreet. 
Wild above rule, or art, enormous blifc ! 
Him through the fpicy foreft onward come 
jidam dikern'd, as in the door he fat 299 
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Of his cool bow'rj while now the mounted fim 
Shot down direft his fervid rays, to warm 
£arth*s inmoft womb,(more warmth thuuiiUm needit 
And Eve within, due at her hour, prepar*d 
For dinner (ayoury finiits, of tafte to pleafe 
True appetite, and not diiirelifli thirft 30^ 

Of nedareus draughts between, fitmi milky ftream^ 
Berry, or grape ; to whom thus Adam called. 

Hafte hither Eve! and worth thy fight behold 
Eaftward among thofe trees, what glorious (hape 
Comes this way moving; feems another nnom 310 
Ris^n on mid-noon ; fome great beheft from heay*a 
To us perhaps he brings, and will vouchfafe 
This day to be our gueft. But go Y^ith fpeed. 
And what thy ftores contain, bring fbrth^ and pour 
Abundance, fit to honor and receive 315 

Our hcav'nly Granger : well we may afford 
Our givers their own gifts, and large beftow 
From large bel^owM, where nature multiplies 
Her fertil growth, and by difburd^ning grows 
More fruitful, which inAru^s us not to fpare. 310 

To whom thus Eve, Adam I earth*s hallowed mouldy 
Of God infpir'd! fmall (lore will ferve, where ftore 
(All fcafons) ripe for ufe hangs on the ftalk; 
Save what by frugal Aoring firmnefs gains 
To nourifh, and fuperiluous moift confumes. 315 
But I will hafte, and from each bough, and brake. 
Each plant, and juicieft gourd, will pluck fuch choice 
To entertain our Angel-gueft^ as he 
Beholding (hall confefs, that here on earth 
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God* hath difpens^d his bounties^ as in heav*n. 330 

So faying, with difpatchful looks in hafte 
She turns, on hofpitabie thoughts intent ' 
What choice to chufe for delicacy bcft ; 
What order, fo contriv'd as not to mix 
Taftcs, not well join'd, in-elegant; but bring 335 
Tafle after Tafle, upheld with kindlieft change: 
Beitirs her then, and from ea«h tender llalk 
Whatever earth, all-bearing mother, jrields 
In India eaft or weft j or middle (hore 
In Pcntut, or the Punic coaft 5 or where 340 

ui/cinoMs reignM ; fruit of all kinds, in coat 
Rough, or fmooth rind,, or bearded hulk, or fhell, 
She gathers ; tribute large ! and on the board 
Heaps with unfparing hand : for drink, the gnpe 
She crufhes, (inoffenfive Muft ! ) and meathes 345 
FVom many a berry : and, from fweet kernels prefs'd, 
She tempers dulcet creams ; nor thefe to hold 
Wants her fit veiTels pure : then, ilrews the ground 
With rofe, and odors from the flirub, unfiimM. 
iClean-whilc our primitive great fire, to meet 350 
His god-like gueft, walks forth ; without more traifl 
Accompany'd than with his own complete 
Perfe^ions ; in himfelf was all his ftate : 
More folemn than the tedious pomp that waits 
On Princes, when their rich retinue long 355 

Of horfes led, and grooms be^mear''d with gold. 
Dazzles the crowd, and fets them all a-gape. 
Nearer his prefence, j^am, though not aw'd. 
Yet with fubaiifs approach, and reverence meek. 

As 
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As to a fuperior nature^ bowing low, 36 ^ 

Thus faid. Native of heav*n ! (for other place. 
None can than heav*a fuch glorious (hape eootain) 
Since by defcending from the Thrones above, 
Thofe happy places thou baft deign'd a-while 
To want, and honor diefe, vouchfafe with us 365 
Two only, who yet by fov*reign gift poflefs 
This fpacious ground, in yonder fh^dj bowV 
To reft; and what the garden choiceft bears 
To fit and tafte, *till this meridian heat 
Be over, and the fun more cool decline. ^70 

Whom thus th* Angelic Virtae anfwerM mild. 
Mam! I therefore came; nor art thou fuch 
Created, or fuch place, haft hece to dwell. 
As may not oft invite, (though fpirits of heaven,) 
To vifit thee : lead on then. where thy bow'r 375 
0*er(hades; for thefe mid-hours,, till evening rife, 
I have at will. — So to the fylvan Lodge 
They came, that like Pomona's arbor fmiPd, 
with fiow'rets deck*d, and fragrant fmells : but Evo 
Undeck'd, (ave with her felf, (more lovely fair 3S0 
Than Wood-Nymph, or the fsireft Goddefs feignM 
Of three, that in mount Ida naked flrove! } 
Stood t* entertain her gueft from heav*n : no veil 
She needed, virtue-proof; no thought infirm 
AlterM her cheek. On whom the Angel Hail 385 
BeftowM, the holy fahitation us*d 
Loos ^^ '^ ^^^ -^O^y fecond Eve, 

Hail, Mother of Mankind ! whofe fruitful womb 
Shall fiU the world more numerous with thy fons, 
H 
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Than with thefe various freits the trees of God 390 
I-lave heapM this table. -«•— Raised of grafly tmf 
Their table was, and mofly feats had round: 
And on her ample fquare, from fide to fide. 
All autumn pilM ; the* fpiiflg, and autumn, bere 
DancM hand in htnd. A- while difcourfe they hold ; 
(No fear left dinner cool) when thus began 596 
Our author. Heavenly (Iranger! pleafe to taile 
Thefe bounties, which our Nourifiier, (finai Whom 
Att perfeft^ood, un-meafurM out, defcends 
To us for food, and for delight,) hath causM 400 
The earth to yield : unfavoury food, perhaps, 
To fpiritual natures ; only this I know. 
That one cceleftial Fadier gives te all. 

To whom the Angel. Therefore what He gives 
(Whofe praife be ever fung ! ) to man, in part 405 
Spiritual, may of pureft fpirits be found 
No ingrateful food : and food alike thofe pure 
Intelligential fubftances require. 
As doth your rational : and both contain 
Within them ev'ry lower faculty 410 

Of fenfe, whereby they hear, fee, finell, touch, tafie: 
Tailing conco6l, digeft, afiimilate. 
And corporeal to incorporeal turn. 
For know, whatever was created, needs 
To be fuftainM, and fed: of elements, 41 j 

The grofler feeds the purer ; earth the fea ; 
Earth, and the fea, feed air; the air, thofe fires 
Ethereal; and as loweft, firft the moon { 
Whence, Wk her vifage round, thofe fpots, unpurj'd 
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Vapon, not yet into her Aibflanee CumM. 4«« 
Nor Ajth the moon no nouriihinent exhak 
From her moift continoit, to higher oit>s. 
The fun, that light imparts to ail, reoetves 
From all his alimental jpecompenfe. 
In humid exhalations $ and at eT*o 415 

Sups with the ocean. Though in heav*n the Treea 
Of Life ambrofial froitagie bear^ and Ttnes 
Yidd NeAar { though iromvff the boughs each mom 
We braih mellifluous dews^ and find die ground 
Covered with pearly grain s yet God hath here 4]« 
Varied his bounty fo with new delights. 
As may compare with heaven ; and to tafte 

Think not I (hall be nice So down they At, 

And to their viands fell : nor feemingly 

The Angd, nor in mift, (the common ^06 431 

Of theologians) but with keen dHjpatch 

Of real hunger, and oonco6Hve he#t 

To tranfubHantiatei what redounds, tranfpiret 

Through fp'rits With eafe : nor wonder ; if by Are 

Of iboty coal, the empiric alchymift 449 

Can turn, or holds it poOlhle to turn, 

Metals of droflieft ore to perfed f;old. 

As from the Mine, Mean-while at table Eve 

MinifterM naked, and their flowing cups 

'With plea(ant liquors crown*d. O innocence 44^ 

Deferring Paradife ! if ever, then, 

Then had the fons «f God excufe t'have been 

{DamorM at that fight : but, in thofe hearts 
ore un-iaiidiBou^mgnM, nor jealaufie 
Ha 
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Was underftood> the injurM lover's heU.— 45c 
Thus ^dien with meats^anddrinks^they hadliiffic^d, 
Not burdenM Bature, iuddifeti imnd arofe 
In AioMf not- to let th* occafion pafs^ 
Giv'n him hy this great ooolemice, to know 
Of things abovcjthis world, and of their Brang 455 
Who dwell In heay*n $ whofe excellence he firar 
Tranfoend his own fo far$ whofe radiant formsi 
Divine effulgence I wlK)fe high pow'r, in far 
Exceeded human $ and his waiy fpeech 
<^husto th* empyreal miniAer he framM* 460 

Inhabitant with God! now know I well 
Thy fiivot, in this honor done to man; 
Under, wliofe lowly fx>of thou haft vouchlaf *d 
To enter, and thefe earthly fruiu to tafle ; 
Food not of Angels, yet accepted fo, 465 

As that more willingly thou couid*ft not feem 
' At hdav'n's high feafts t*have fed s yet what coin- 
To whom the winged Hierarch rtplyM. \s^^ ^ 
O Adam I One Almighty it, from Whom 
^All things proceed, and up to Hun return, f7« 
If not depravM from good; created all 
Such to perfcAion, one firft matter all, 
InduM with various forms, various degrees 
Of fubftance, and in things that live, of lifes 
But more refinM, more fpiriteus, and pure, 4.75 
As nearer to him plac'd, or nearer tending, 
£ach in their feveral a^ive fpheres affign*d: 
Till bedy up to Spirit work, inbounds 
ProportionM to each kind, S^ from thfriooc 
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SpriiissUghterth»grttnftalki fromtfaeiic«,th«leayei 

More aery; laft, the bright coBfununAtefiowV 481 

Spirits odofons^bieatlies; flewVs, and their fruir^ 

(Man*s nouriflunent) by gradual fcale fuUim*d^ 

To vita] fpiritt afpirei to animal. 

To inteUefhials giire both life, and fenie, 4S5. 

Faoey, and undcrllanding ; whence the fovl 

Reafon receiyet $ and realoa is h^ Beings 

Pifcowfive, or intnitivei difcourfe 

Is oftcA years, Che latter moft is ours $ 

Differing bnt in digree, of kind the fame. ^^m,^ 

Wonder not then, what God for you faw good 

If I refufe not, but convert, as you. 

To proper f^ftaoce. Time may come, when- men ' 

With Angels may participate, and find 

Vo inconveniettt diet, ncfr too light fare? 495 . 

And from thefe corporal nutriments, perhaps. 

Your bodies may at laft turn all to fpiht, 

ImprovM by trad of time $ and wingM siS^end 

Ethereal, as we j or may at choice. 

Hoe, or in heavenly Faradifes, dwell j 5o«k 

If ye befoimd obedient, and retain 

Unalterably firm -His love entire j 

Whofe progeny you are. Mean-while, eijoy 

Your fill what happineft this happy iUte 

Can. comprehend, incapable of more. 505 

To whom the patriarch of mankind reply*d : 
favorable fpirit, propitious guefli 
Well haft thou Uught the way that might dire^ 
Our knowledge, and the fcale of nature fet 
H3 
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'foni centre to circmnioreiicc 5 wncreonj 5'^ 

In contennplation of created tlung8> 

By ftcps we may afce&d to God. Bat fkf. 

What meant that caution join'^, if ye befimad 

Obedient f Can we want obedience then 

To Him ? or poffibly His loye defert 515 

Who form*d us from the dofl^ and placM m here. 

Full to the Qtmoft meafiire of what blifs 

Human defires can feek, or apprehend ? 

To whom the Angd. Son of heav'n^ and eardh 
Attend! That thon art happy, owe to Godt 520 
That thou contInu*ft fuch^ owe to thy fell. 
That is, to thy obedience \ therein ftand. 
This was that caution giv*n theei be advis*d! 
God made theeperfeA, not immutable $ 
And good He made thee 3 but to perfevere 515 
He left it in thy pow> ; ordainM thy will 
By nature free, not ovcr-rid'd by ftt« 
In-cxtricable, or ftrift neccflity. 
Our voluntary fcrvice He requires, 
Not our neceflitated ; fuch with Him 53a 

Finds no acceptance, nor can find : for how 
Can hearts, not free, be try'd whether they ferre 
Willing or no, who will but what they muft 
By deiliny, and can no other chufe ? 
My felf, and all th' angelic hofl, that (land 535 
In fight of God in-thron'd, our happy ftatc 
Hold^ as you yours, while our obedience holds } 
On other furety none : freely we (en«, 
BccauTe we freely lovej as in our will 
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To love, or not, in tUt we ftaad^ or fftU* 54* 
And fome are CUrn, to difobedienee lall*a s 
And fo, from fieav'n to deepeft hell s O fall 
From what high ftate of blifs, into what woe 1 

To whom our great progenitor. Thy words 
Attentive, and vrtth more delighted ear, 545 

Diviae inArudor ! I have heard, than when 
Cherubic fongs by night from neighVring hills 
Aereal mxfOc fend. Nor knew I not 
To be both will, and deed, created free 1 
Yer> that we never (hall forget to love 550 

Our Maker, and obey Him, whofe command 
Single, is yet fo juft, my conftant thoughts 
AfliirM me, and ftiUaflure j though what thou teirfl 
Hath paft in heav*o, ibme doubt within me move. 
But more deiire to hear (if thou confent) 555 

The full relation : which muii needs be Arange, 
Worthy of facrod filence to be heard : 
And we have yet large day ; for, fcarce the fun 
Hath finiihM half his journey, and fcarce begins 
His other half in the great zone of heav*n,^ 560 

Thus Adam made requeA j and Raphael, 
After Ihert paufe aflenting,, thus began.. 

High matter thouei^in'A me, O prime of men! 
Sad talk, and hardl For how (hall I relate 
To human fenfe th* invifible exploits 565 

Of vrarrinjg fpirita ? How, without remorfe. 
The ruin of fo many, glorious once. 
And perfeA, while they Aood ? how, laft, unibld 
The fecrets of another world, perhaps 
H4 
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Not lavvful to rtvtal ? Yet, for thy good, 570 

This is i^pensM: and what fannoonts the rvadi 

Of human fenfe, I fluUl delineate fo. 

By lik'ninp fpiritnal to corporeal forms. 

As may exprefs them beft : thoDgb, what if earth 

Be but the fliadow of heay'n ; and thinp therem 

Bach t* other like, more than on earth is thought > 

As yet this world was not, and Chan wild 
Reign'd where thefe hear'ns now rowl, wherr earth 
Upon her centre poisM ; when on a day Iw>^ ^^ 
(For time, though in eternity, apply'd 5S0 

To motion, meafures all things durable 
By prefent, pad, and future) on fuch day 
As heay*ns great year brings forth, th* empyreal hoft 
Of Angels, by imperial fummons called. 
Innumerable before th* Almighty's throne 585 

Forthwith, from all the ends of heav*n appear'd 
Under their hierarchs in orders bright : 
Ten thoufand thoufand enfigns high advancM, 
(Standards, and gonfalons, 't^jwxt van, and rear) 
Stream in the air, and for diftindion fervc 590 
Of Hierarchies, of Orders, and Degrees : 
Or in their glittering tiffucs bear imblai'd 
Holy memorials, si€ts of zeal, and love. 
Recorded caninent. Thus whfcn in orbs 
Of circuit in-expreflible they flood, 595 

Orb within orb, the Father Infinite, 
By whom in blifs ImbofomM iat the Son, 
Amidft (as from a flaming mount, whofe top 
"^rightnefs had made inviiSblc) thus fpake. 
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Hear all ye Angek^ prpgeay of light, <oa 

Thrones, Domiiutions, Princedoais, Virtttes, Pow V% ! 
Hear My decree, which umcTokM ihall ftaad. 
This day I faaY« begot whom I declare 
My only Son, and on this holy hill 
Him have anointed, whom ye now behold 605, 
At my right hand $ your Head I Him appoint : 
And by My Self have fworo, to Him ihall bow 
All knees in heav*n, and fliaU confefs Him Lord. ' 
Under Hk great Vice-gerent reign abide » 

United, as one individual foul, 6 id 

For ever happy s Him who dijfobeye, 
Medlibbeys, breaks union, and that day 
Caft out from God, and blefled vifion, faUe 
Into otter darkneft, deep in-gulf *d, his place 
Ordain*d without redemption, without end. 615 

So fpake th* Omnipotent, and with His words - . 
All feem'd well pleasM : all feem'd, but were not alK 
That day, as other folemn days, they fpent 
In fohgy and dance, about the iacred hill $ 
Myilicai dance 1 (which yciider itarry fphere €i# 
Of Planets, and of Fix*d, in all her wheels 
Refembles neareft $ maxes intricate, 
Eccentric, intervolv'd, yet regular. 
Then moft, when moft irregular they feem,) 
And in their motions harmony divine C25 

So iinooths her charming tones, that God*s own exc 
Lidens delighted. Evening now approached 
(For we have alfo our ev*ning, and our mom j 
We oun for change dele^bUe, not aefd) 
H5 
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Forthwith from dance to fwect rqiaft they turn 
Defiroos: all in cu-clet as they ilood, 63X 

Tables are fet, and on a fudden pil'd 
With Angels food, and rubied Nedar flows 
Ib pearl, in diamond, and mafly gold ; 
fhiit of delicious Tines, the growth of heaVnl 635 
On flow*rs reposed, and with rich fiow*rets crown*d. 
They eat, they drink, and in conrnmnioQ fwfct 
Quaff immortality, and }oy, (fecute 
Of furfeit, where full meafure only bounds 
Bxoefs) before th* all-bounteous King, who fliowr*d 
With copious hand, rejoicing in their joy. 641 
Now when ambroflal night, with ckouds ^xfial*d 
From that high mount of God,whence light and ftiade 
Spring both, the fiice of brighteft heav*n had changed 
To grateful twilight ; (for night comes not there 645 
In darker veil) and rofeate dews difposM 
All but th* unileeping eyes of God to reft $ 
Wide over all the plain, and wider fiia 
Than all this globofe eartK in plain out^fpread, 
|Such are the courts of God ! ) th* angelic throng 
* Difpers'd in bands, and files, their camp extend 651 
By living ilreams, among the trees of fife, 
Payilions numberleis ! 9ind fudden feared, 
Cceleftial tabernacles, where they flept [coorfe, 
FannM with oool winds ; (kre tbofe who» in their 
Melodious hymns about the ibv*reign throne 6jl 
Akemate all night long. But, not fo wakM 
Satan: (fo call him now; his former same 
Is beard uojnm in hcavtn) He ef the firi^ 
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If not the Mk Arch-Angel, great in powV, 660 
In fKvoT, and pre-eminence j yet fraught 
With envy againft the Son of God* that day 
Honored by his great Fathv, and proclaimed 
Meffiab, King anointed, could not bear $^ 

Thro' pride that fight, and thought himfelf impair'd. 
Deep malice thence concaving, and difdain. 
Soon as midnight brought on the dulky hour, 
Friendlieft to fleep, and filenct, he refolvM 
With all his legions to diflodge, and leave 
Un-worlhqpM, un<-obey*d, the throne fupreme, 670 
Contemptuous $ and his next (hbordinafe 
Awak*ning, thus to him in fecret fpake. 

Sleep*ft thou, companion dear ! what dtep can clofe 
Thy eye-lids, and remember'ft what decnee 
Of yefterday, fo late hath pafs'd the lips 675 

Of heav'n*s Almighty ? Thcu to me thy thoughts 
Wai^ wont, I: mine. to thee was wont t' impart & 
Both waking we were one ; how then can now 
Thy fleep diOent ? New laws thou feeft imposed 3 
Newlawsfrom Him who reigns, new minds may raii^ 
In ua who f<$rve 3 new counfels ; to debate 6S1 
What doubtful ma]( enfue : more in this place 

To utter is not fafe AiTemble thou 

Of all thofe myriads which we lead* the chief t 
Tell them that by command, e*er ye^dim night 6S 5 
Her (hadowy cloud withdraws, I am to haile 
(And all who under me their banners wave) 
Homeward, with flying march, where we poflftftc; 
The quarter of tbe north y there lo pr^ce. 
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Fit entertainment to receive our King, 690 

The great Mtjfiah, and his new commands i 
Who fpeedily through all the hierarchies 
Intends to pais triumphant, and give laws 

So fpake the falfe Arch-Angel, and infus'd 
Bad influence into th* unwary bread 695 

Of his affociate : he together calls. 
Or feveral one by one, the regent Powers, 
(Under him regent) tells, as he was Uught, 
That the Moft High commanding,' now e'er night, 
Now e'er dim night had dif-incumberM heav''n, 700 
The great hierarchal ftandard was to move: 
Tells the fuggeiled caufe, and cafls between 
Ambiguous words, and jealoufies } to found. 
Or taint iiftegrity s but all obeyM 
The wonted fignal, and fuperior voice 705 

Of their great Potentate : (for great indeed 
His name, and high was his degree in heav*o : ) 
His countenance, as the morning-ftar that guides 
The ilarry flock, allur'd them ; and with lies 
Drew after him the third part of heaven's ho(l. 710 

Mean-while th* Eternal Eye, whofe fight difccrns 
Abftrufeft thoughts, from forth His holy mount. 
And from within the golden lamps that bum 
Nightly before Him, faw, without their light, 
Rebellion rifingj faw, in whom, how fpread 715 
Among the Sons of Mom, what multitudes 
Were banded to oppofe His high decree '; 
And fmiling, to His only Son thus faid. 

Son ! ThoU in whom My glory I behold 
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In full refplcndcncc, Heir of tit My might t 720^* 

Nearly it now concerns Ut to before 

Of our Omnipotence; and with what arms 

We mean to hold, what antiently Wr claim 

Of Deity, or empire : fuch a foe 

Is rifing, who intends t 'ereft his throne' 725* 

Equal to Ours, throughout the ijpaclous north. 

Nor fo content, hath in his thought to try 

In battel^ what Our pow'r is, or Our right. 

Let Us advife, and to this hazard draw 

With fpeed what force is left, and all employe 7 3^ 

In our defenfe i left unawares we lofe 

This Our high place. Our fan6hiary. Our hill. 

To whom the Son, with calm afpeft, and clear, '" 
(Lightening divine, in-effable, ferene ! ) 
Made anfwer. Mighty Father ! Thou Thy foes 
Juftly haft in derifion, and fecure. 736 

Laugh'ft at their vain defigns, and tumults vain : 
Matter to Me of glory! Whom their hatei 
Illuftrates, when they fee all regal pow'r 
Giv'n Me to quell their pride ; and in event 740 
Know whether I be dextVou^ to fubdne 
Thy rebels, or be found the worft in hcav*n. 

So fpaSce the Son : but Sftan, with his PowVs, 
Far was advanced on winged fpeed ; an hoft 
Innumerable! as the ftars of night, 745 

Or (ftars of morning) dew-drops, which the fun '^ 
Impearls ! on every leaf, and cv'ry flowV , 
Regions they pafs'd, and mighty regencies 
Of Seraphim, and PotentSite^, afijl ThfDneff, 
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lo their triple degrees : (regions, to which 750 

All thy dominioo. Mam, it no more. 

Than what this |^eo is to all tlie earth« 

And all the fca$ from one entire globofe 

StretchM into longitude j ) which having pafs'd. 

At lengtb into the limiu of the north 755 

They came; and Ssiau to his royal feat 

High on a hill, far Uazing (as a mount 

RalsM on a mount) with pyramids^ and tow'rs. 

From diamond quarries hew-n^ and rocks of gold. 

The Palace of great Igudfer \ (fo oaU. 760 

That Aru6lurej in the dialed of mei^ 

Interpreted) which not long after he, 

Affe^ng all equality, with God, 

In imitation of that mount whereon 

MiJ/iab was declarM in fight of heaT*i|, 765. 

The Mountain of the Congregation callMi 

For thither he aflembled all his train j 

Pretending fo commanded, to confult 

About the great reception of their King, 

Thither to come: and with calumnious^art- 770 

Cf couaterfpited trufh thus held their ears. 

T^fioaos* Dominations, Princ^oms, Virtues, 
If. theic magni4c titles yet remain, [Pow'n! 

Not merely titular I fince by decree 
Another now hath to Himfelf ingrofsM 775 

All pow'r, and us eclips'd, under the name 
Of King anointed : for Whom all this haAe 
Of. midivght-march, and hurry'd meeting herej 
^bii oi^y to confult^ how r/.^ may bei^ 



Book V. Paradisb Lost. t$9 

With ysh^t may be devisM of honors new, 7$a 
Receive Him, coming to receive from us 
Knee-tribute, yet un-paid $ proftcation vile t 
Too much to One ! but double, how indur*d I 
To One, and to His image now prodaimM I 
But, what if better counfels might ere^ 7g5 

Our minds, and teach us to eail off this yoke ? 
Will ye fiibmit your neeks, and chufe to bend 
The Aipple knee ? Ye will not, if I tnift 
To koow ye rights or if ye know your felves 
Vativcs, and fens of heav*n i poOeft before 79^ 
By none ; and if not equal all, yet iree. 
Equally free: for orders, and degrees. 
Jar not vrith liberty, but well confift. 
Who can in reafon then, or fight, aflume 
Monarchy over fueh as live by right 795 

His ^uak ? tf in pow*r and fplendor Icfs, 
In freedom equal. Or, can introduce 
Law and edid on us, who without law 
£rr not ? Much lefs, for Thi^ to b« 9lir Lord> 
And loolF for adoration, to.th'abgfe %q% 

Of thofe imperial titles,, which a0ert 
Our being ordainM to govern, not to ferve ! — . 

Thus far his bold difcourie without controul 
Had audience; when among the Seraphim, 
4tb4ief, (than whom none with more zeal- ador'd 
The Deity, and divine commands obey'd) 80$ 

Stood up, and in a flame of seal fevere. 
The current of his fury thua. opposM. . 
O arfomoit bUiphcmous, lalfe, and proud! 
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Words ! wluch tto ear ew to hnr in heaw'n 810 
Expeded, lead of all from Thee^ ingritte I 
In place thy felf fo high abore thy peets. 
Canft thou with hnpiout oUoqay oondemn 
The juft decree of God, pranounc'd, and fworo : 
That to his only Son, by right indued 815 

With regal fceptre, every foal in heav*n 
Shall bend the kfite, and in that honor due- 
Confeis him rightful Ring ? Unjoft, thoa fay*ft. 
Flatly unjttft, to bind with laws the free. 
And, equal over equals, to let reign ho 

One over all, ^A unfucceeded pow*r — — 
' Shsdt Thou give law to God ? flialt Tbou di^te 
With Him the points of liberty, who made 
Thee what thou art > and form*d the Pow*n of heav'n 
Sueh as He pleased, and circumfcribM ^eir Being? 
Yet, by experience taught, we know how good, 816 
And of our good, and of our dignity 
How provident He is ; how far from thought 
To make us lefs: bent rather to exak 
Our happy ftate, under one Head more near S30 

United But,* to grant it thee unjufl. 

That equal over equals monn-ch reign: 

Thy felf (though great and glorious) doft thou count. 

Or all Angelic Nature join*d in one. 

Equal to Him begotten Son ? By Whom, 835 

As by His Word, the mighty Father made 

All things, ev'n Tbee, and all the i)>irit9 of 'heav*ii, 

By him created in their bright degrees : 

CrownM them with glory^ and to thdr gloty aaniM 
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Thrones, Dc»nlaatieM>PriO€e4paM|VirtiM»,IV^r«r 
EiTentUl Pow*rsl nor byhit-reifn'obfourkl,* S4«i 
But more-Uloftrioas mlde^ fmee He tht IhtA '^ 
One of our Number thus rediicVl bceomes^ 
His laws eur laws ; sU honor to Him done 
Returns our own. — Ceafe then this impieu* r«gt, * 
And tempt not thefe; but hallan to apprafi^ Z^fg 
Th* incenfed Father, and th* inoenied Son^- 
While pardon may be fioundi in time befoughl« 

So fpake the-fcwent Angel c bat hit zeai ^ 

None feoonded^ as o«t of- fealbn judg*^» %'^ 

Or fingvlar,^ and rafli : whereat rejoic'd 
Th* apoftate, and more haughty thus replyM. 
That we were form*d then, fiy*A thou<^ aadlhe worto 
Of fecondary hands, bytaik tranfifer*d 854^ 

From Father to His Son P Strange point, and new I 
Dodrine whidi we would know whence leam'd c who* 
When this creaffon was? RenMmbep*ft Tlb^y • t£>^. 
Thy making, while the Maker gave thee Being ? 
We know no time when XKr were hot' as now; 
Know none before us; felf*begot, felf-rait'd 86«r 
By our own quick'ning^ powV, when fataloourib . 
Had circled his full orb, the birth mature • 
Of this ouif native heav*n, ethereal fens* 
Our puiflance is our own, our own right hand 
Shall teach us higheil deeds^ by piDof totry^* 865^ 
Who is our equar*. then ! thou ihal« behold 
Whether by fupplication we intend 
Addrefs, and to begird th' Almighty thfdn«> 
Befeeching, or befieging. This raport,- 
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Heft tidifigSj aanj to tii* anointed King $ t7o 
And fly, e*«r aril intercept thy flight ! 

He find, and, as the found of waters deep, 
Hoarie uinimui ' echo*d to his wofds applanfe. 
Through the infinite hoft: nor lefs for that 
The flaming Seraph fearlefs, though alone f 75 
incompaft'd round with foes> thus aniWerM bold. 

O afienate from Cod, O fpirit accurft, 
Foffiken of all good! I fee diy fall 
0eCennin*d, and thy hapleis crew inTolT*<f 
Bi this perfidious fraud, contagion fpread SSb 
Both of thy crime, and puniilmient. Henceforth 
No more be troubled how to quit the yoke 
Of God*s Mejiab: thofe indulgent hws 
Will not be now Touchiaf M } otltcr decrees 
Againft thee are gone forth, without recaO. SS5 
That go](den foeptre which thou didft rqeft. 
Is now an iron rod, to bniife, and break 
Thydifobedience. Well thou didft advife; 
Yet not for thy advice, or threats, X fly 
Thefe vncked tents^ devoted ; left the wrath 890 
Impendent, raging into fudden flame 
Piflinguifli not : for ibon exped to fec^ 
His thunder on thy head, devourmg fii^ ! 
Tbenl who created thee lamenting learn. 
When who can un-create thee thou (halt know. 995 

So fpake the Seraph Jbdiel^ faithful found 
Among the faithlefs, faithful only he : 
Among innumerable falfe, un-movM, 
Vn-fliaken, un-feduc*d, un-terrifyM, 
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IHis lof alty he liegt, hit lawt, his zeaL 900 

Kor nitmber, ti6r example, with him wrought 
7o fwerve from truth, or change his oonftant mind 
Though fingle. From amidft them forth he pafs*d, 
I^oog way through hoftile fcom $ which he fuiUin*d 
Soperiory nor of Tioknce fear*d ought ; 905 

And, with retorted foom, his back he tum*d j% 
On thofe firoud tow*rs, to fwilt dcftrudion doom*d« 



Tli end df the f Jib Bool. 
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The ARGUMENT. 

Raphael continues to relate how Michael 
and Gabriel were Cent forth to battel 
againji Satan and hts Angels. The firft 

' fght defcriVd: Satan and his Powers 
retire under night: he calls a council^ 
invents deviltjh engines^ which in thefe- 
cond dafs fight put Michael and bis 
Angels to Jome disorder ; but they at 
length tulling up mountains^ overwhelm i 
both the force and machines of Satan : 
yet the tumult not fo endings God on the 
third day fends Meffiah His Son^ for 
whom He had referv'd the glory of that 
viefory: He in the power of His Father 
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CBmrng to the flace^ and foufin^ all His 
itgims iojland ftiil m iither fide^ ituitb 
mr- tbariat ami thunder driving into 
fhe^midft of His^iumies, purkes thtmy 
wmkkito njift^ tMJards the wall $f 
hoawn^ u^nth-o^ening^ ^thif Uap daum 
tobh- horror nmd oonfi^on into thi fJaco 
offani^mmtfroparedforthem in ibo 
Deep r Meffiah returns with trimnpb 
to His Father. 
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ALL night the dretd-lefii Angd^ un-paifaM, 
Thro^ hear Vs ifidde charopain bdd Uf way ; till 
WakM by the circling Hours, wiA rofy hand [Monw 
Vn-barr'd the gates of light. There Is a cate 
Within the mount of God, faft by His throne 5 
Where light, and darknsis, in perpetual round 
Lodge, and dtf-lodge, by turns $ which mdces tfafo* 
Cratefol yiciffitude, like day, and night : [hcar'tt 
Light UTues forth, and at the other door 
Obfeijuious daricnefs enters, till her hour xo 

To veil the heav*n, (tho* darknefs there miglit well 
Seem twilight here) and ndw went forth the Mom, 
Such as in higheft heav*n, array'd in gold 
Empyreal j from before her Tani/hM night. 
Shot thro* with orient beams : when all the plain 15 
Cover*d with thick imbattled fquadrons bright. 
Chariots, and flaming arms, and fiery deeds, 
Refleding blaze on blaze, firft met his view. 
War he perceivM, war in procinA ; and found 
Already known, what he for news had thought s« 
To have reported : gladly then he mix*d 
Among thofc friendly Pow'rs, who him recdvM 
With joy, and acclamations loud, that One, 
That of fo many myriads fall'n, yet One 
Return*d, not k>fl. On to the facred hill 95 

They led him high applauded, and prefent 
Before the (eat fupreme 5 from whence a voice. 
From midft a golden cloud, thus mild was heard. 
Servant of God, weU done ! weU haft thou foofht 
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The better £ght, who lingle lull OMintain'd, 39 

Againft revolted niultitiidct^ the eanfo 

Of truth, in woiti mightier than they in armti 

And for die teftimpor of tnith hall bom 

VniireifiaTepioacfa} fin* worlib to bear 

Than Tiokncet |br this was all thy care )| 

To Hand approvM in fight of God, tho* woridt 

JudgM thee perverfe. The eafier oonqoeft now 

Remains tiiee, aided by this hoft of friends. 

Back on thy foes more gtorious to return. 

Than IcomM thou didft depart ; and to fubdue 44 

By force, who reafon for their law refofe, . 

Right reafon for their law | and for their King 

Meffiab, who by right of merit reigns. 

Go, Michael! of coeleftial armies Prince | 

And thou, hi jnilitaiy prowefs next, 4| 

Cahriti! lead fiffth to battel thefe my font 

Invincible ; lead forth thy armed Saints, 

By thouiands, and by millions, rang'd for fight } 

Equal in nnmber to that Godlefs crew. 

Rebellious: them with fire, and hoftile arms, 5* 

Fearlefs aflault; and to the brow of heaVn 

Purfuing, drive them out from God, and blij&« 

Into their place of punilhment, tlie gulph 

Of Tartana ; which ready opens wide 

His fiery chaos to receive their fall. 5^ 

So fpake the Sovereign Voice, and clouds began 
To darken all the-hill, and frnoke to rowl 
In duflcy wreathes reludant fiames i the fign 
Of wrath awakM! Nor with lefs dread the loud 
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iSthe^nlinMApct fam. on ihigh .'gaa blow t 69 
At which coamagn^t th» Pow«U notiitant 
ThAtftoodittBJie«»*ji« (in pM^itTu quadrate joined 
Of umonaK«fiAible)'in*vlii on 
In 0ience their-brig^logioiit, to <fao found 
;9f inilnimwt4 ikannony, ^ than hrnatfa!d 65 

Heroiaardor tc^ ndvent*dni8 (deedi. 
Under, thdiir Qod^iltkirTicadcrSy. in^he cwife 
Of God, and m»JU^b. On tkeytttove 
IndUTolubly finn ;. nor ob^ous hill, €9 

rKor ilcatt*ning vale^ noc^wood, noc ilream dtfidet 
Their perfeft ranks 3 i^r,^^ high abovo the grouod 
Thcfr maichvwasy :«ad the {laffive air iip«bofc 
Their nimble tread :. asAvben the total kind 
Of bird^ ia oidcrly acrliy .on wing, 
; pame fummon - d over £dn, ,to recolTe 75 

Their names of thee:.fo, over many a trad 
Of heav'n they.maich*d, and many a proTincewkfe, 
Tenfold tha length of this terrenei Atlaft, 
Far in th'horiaon to the north appear'd 
e^rom Ikirt to flurt a fiery region, AsetcbM to 
In battailous afped,. and neacce.view | 

Briftled with upright- beams innnoneiable 
Of rigid fpearsi and hehneCa throng'c^ and ihislds 
Various^ with boallftil argoment perttaid^ { 

*Phe banded Pow*rs of ^«f#ff>hahing on t$ 

With furious expedition: lor they ween'd 
That felf-fame day, by light, or by furprize, | 

To win the mount of God $ and on His throne 
Toletdwenvierof HSsmte, theproud 1 

AfpiKr: | 
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Afpiret : but their thoughts prov*d fond, and vain, 90 
In the mid^way. Though fbrange to us it fecm'd 
At firfi, that Angel ihould with Angel war. 
And in fierce homing meet j who wont to meet 
So oft in fieftivals of joy, and love 
Unanimouiy as (bns of one Great Sire, 95 

Hymning th' Eternal Father: but, the (hout 
Of battel now began, and ruihing found 
Of on-fet, ended foon each milder thought. 
High in the midfi, exalted as a God, 
Th* apoftate in his fun-bright chariot -fat, io» 

Idol of majefty divine ! incIos*d , 

With flaming Cherubim, and golden fhields : 
Then, lighted fix>m his gorgeous throne, (for now 
^Twlxt hofl and hoft but narrow fpace was left, 
A dreadful interval 1 and, front to front 105 

Prefented, flood in terrible array. 
Of hideous length) before the cloudy van. 
On the rough edge of battel e'er it joined, 
SataM^ with vafl and haughty flrides advanced. 
Came towering, arm'd in adamant, and gold : 1 10 
AhMel that fight indurM not, where he flood 
Among the mightiefl, bent on higheft deeds i 
And thus his Qwn undaunted heart explores. 

O heaven 1 that fuch refemblance of ^he Highefl 
Should yet remain; where faith, and realty, 115 
Remain not '.wherefore fhould not flrength,and might. 
There fail, vrhere virtue fails \ or weakefl prove. 
Where boldefi? Though to fight unconquerable^ 
His puiflance (trufling in th* Almighty's aid!) 
I 
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I mean to try j whofe ivsfon I have tryM, no 
Unibmid, andfaHe: nor is H ought bufjufty 
That he who in debate of tnith tenh won, 
Shootd whi in stvrts ; in both Afpuiui xUfcb 
Vifbr : though bnitiih that oorttfeft, and ftMil, 
When reafon iiath to deal tvith imte i fiStfo n5 
Moft reafon h that reafon ovterooitie. 

So pondering, ftnd frofti his aimed l^eers 
Forth-ftepping oppoflte^ half t^ay ho met 
His daring foe, at this prgveiiU on more 
f neens'd, and titns fbcntly him defyM. rp 

Proud, aic thou met ? thy hope was lo facft nsadi'd 
The htijsht of thy capiring im-op|K>s*a, 
The tlutme of Ood uiijguarded, md hft fidb 
Abandon^dntt the tewif of thy poir'r. 
Or potent tongue : fool ! not to think how Tidh 13s 
Againft th* Omnipotent rb rife in arms : 
Who out of tmalleft things, could, wltiioift I9ntf» 
Have rais*d ineefiant armies, to defeat 
Thy folly 5 or with folitary hand, 
Itl^ching beybhd all limit, at one Uow, 140 

Un-aided, could havt finl&M thee, and whelmM 
Thy legiohs under darkneft: but, thou feeft 
All are not of thy train i that be, wllo fidlh 
Prefer, and piety to God 5 though then 
To thee not vlfible^ when I alone 145 

SeemM in thy world errottieous to dlflbnt 
From all: my Sea thou fbeftj now learn too late 
How few fometimes may know, When thou&nds err. 

Wfaonrtiie ti«nd lbe> wish 'lci>rnfiil eye afana. 
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Tbtts AfllWerM. ill ft>r tiiM, Itait in wifh'd 'hoar 1 50 
Of my iBvangv, Mt fought for, thow return'^ ' 
From flighty .feditioiis Angel! to receiw 
Thy iMritednwardy the iirtl oOay 
Of this rigbthand pro«okM> fince firft that tongue, 
Inipir'd with contrariiAiMiy dnrll oppoft 155 

A thin! part tS^m <Mt» in fynod met 
Their DeitMB.riiArtt who, while chey fe«! 
Vigor disine within than, can allow 
Omnipotent to none. Bvt, weH thou oem^A 
:Bifore thy MLomn, ambitious to win itfo 

From mefome plame ; that thy fucoels may fhow 
Deftni^on to the reft: ^is paufe between, 
(Un-anfwerM left i3i(iu hesrfl) to fat dice know. 
At fiiA t thought that liberty, and heay*n. 
To heav*nly f<Mds had been all one; hot new 1^5 
I fee that moft through flonh had rather /rtv, 
Miniftring fpirits, ^«in*d up in fea<l, ^ind fong! 
Such hail thou armVI, the minftreify ef heav*n, 
Servility with freedom to contend^ 169 

As both thMr deeds compared this day fliall prov j. 

To whom in brief tiius AMiel (Wm reply *d. 
Apoftate! ffill thou err'ft, nor end wilt find • 
Of erring, from the path of tnith remote 1 
UnjufUy theu deprav^ft it with the name • 
Of Servitude, to ferve whom God ordains, 175 
Or Nature; God, and Nature, bid the fame, ' *" 

When he who rules is worthieU, and excels 
Them whom he govern*. This is fervitede. 
To ferve di^unwire, or him who hath itebdIM 
I %' 
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Asainil his worthier, at Thine now ferveThee, iSo 
Thy felf not free, but to thy feif inthnllM ; 
Yet leudly dar'ft our minlAring upbraid. 
Reign thou In hell) thy kingdom ; let me ferve 
In heav*n God ever bleft, and his dirine 
Behefts obey, worthieft to be obey*d ! 185 

Yet chains in hell, not reahns, exped : mean-whik 
From me returned, as erft thou faidft, from flight, 
This greeting on thy impious creft recme. 
So faying, a noble ftroke he lifted high. 
Which hung not, but fo fwift with tempeft fell 190 
On the proud creft of Satariy that no fight. 
Nor motion of iWift thought, lefs could his (hield, 
Such ruin intercept: ten paces huge 
He back recoilM j the tenth, on bended knee, 
His mafly fpear up-ftaid : as if on earth 195 

5 Winds under ground, or waters, forcing way, 
"! Side-long had pufliM a mountain from his feat, 
: Half-funk with all his pines. Amazement fdzM 
The rebel thrones, but greater rage to fee 199 

Thus foir-d their Mightieft : ours joy fillM, and (hoot} 
Prefage of vi^ory, and fierce defire 
Of battel: whereat Michael bid found 
Th' Arch-angel trumpet; thro* the Vafl of heaT*n 
It founded, and the faithful armies tung 
Hofanna to the Higheil : nor flood at gaze Z05 
The adverfe legions, nor lefs hideous joinM 
The horrid (hock, ^ow ilorming fury rofe, 
And clamor, fuch as heard in heav*n till now 
Was never ; arms on armor claihing brayM 



I 
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Horrible difcord, and the madding wheels 210 
Of brazen chariots rag'd : dire was the noiie 
Of confiid ^ over head the difmal hifs 
Of fiery darts in flaming voUies flewj 
And flying, vaulted either hoft with fire. 
So> under fiery Cope together ruih'd 215 

Botli battels main, with ruinous aflauk. 
And in-extingttiihable rage: all heav'n 
Reibunded $ «^_had earth been then, all earth 
Ha d to he r c entre ihook. "What wonder ? when 
Millions of fierce encouhtring Angels fought %zo 
On either fide, the leaft of whom could wield 
Thefe elements, and arm him with the force 
Of all their regions : how much more of pow> 
Army againil Army, nqmberlefs, to raife . 
Dreadful combuiUon warring, and difiurb, 225 
Though not defiroy, their happy native feat ! 
Had not th* Eternal King Omnipotent, 
From His ^rong hold of heav*n, high over>rurd 
And limited their might : though numberM fuch. 
As each divided legion might have feemM 230 

A numerous heft ; in ftrength, each armed hand, 
A legion; led in fight, yet Leader feem'd 
Each warrior; fingle, as in chief, expert 
When to advance, or iland, or turn the fway 
Of battel, open when, and when to clofe 235 
The ridges of grim war: no thought of flight. 
None of retreat, no tmbecoming deed 
That arguM fear : each on himfelf rely'd. 
As only in his arm the moment lay 
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tW ^iaory. Doeds of eternal fetne ' %^ 

Were dbbe, but ininite ; for wMe' was Hjiial 
That W3ur^ and variotis: (^Nitetimts on €lili gMtti^, 
A iWbding fight ; ^len, foaring on nuun wh)g> 
Tormented all the air; aH air feon^d then 
Cortfliding fire. Long tnne in evett fcait ^245 
The battel hmig ; tUl Saftm, (who that dsf 
Prodigious pdw'r had ihevm, and rntt in «iM 
No equal) ranging through the M^ mtaxU 
Of fighting Serai^im confu9*d, at t^gth 
Saw where the fword of AHe^aeJ fmeM, and MTd 
Squadrons at once ;- with h«ge two-handed fmy t$i 
Brandiih'd aloft, the horrid edge came down 
Wide- wailing ! fuch dtftrudiOR to withftand 
He hailed, and opposed the roclfy orb 
Of ten-fold adamant, his ample fiiield, , ^55 
A vail circumfereneel At his approach 
The great Arch-Angel fr«m his war.Nke foil 
Surceaf d ; and glad, as hoping here to end 
Intefthie war in heav'n, th' atcb^fee fabdtt*dy 
Or captive drag*d in chains, with hoftile frown, 260 
And vifage all infianiM, firft thus began. 

Author of evil ! un-known 'tin thy ftvoH, 
Vn-namM in heaven, now plenteous, (as tiiott ftelQ 
Thefe aAs of hateful ilrife $ hxtefvl to aU, 
Though h^atkil (by juil meafnrs!) en thy ietf, 265 
And thy adherents: how haft thoa diilurb'd 
Heav'n*s blefled peaee, and into nature broagfat 
Mifery, un-created *till the cHme 
Of thy rebellion! how haft thou iniiai*d 
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Tby malice into thonftodsj qaoi vpiislit »?# 

Aad£iiMiil>iwwpvpvMa]|B) &it tlOnk Mt hwi 
Tq tponbl^ holy rift: lifaY*A caib tbue out 
From all her coiObMC: hMV*]^ tHe feat of blj^. 
Brooks oot the ^verim d violeaQC, «nd wv • 
HeaM theol «i4 «nl ce with thee «lp»c «7S 
Thy ofiapr»f» t& the pUce of evil, heU} 
Thou tti4 thy wifikffd crew! then minfle braUa i 
E'er thU anagmg ^oi^ h^ciA thy do^ms 
Or fom« fmtn fvddeo veiteance« wvif *d fnm Go4» 
Pradpitatv thee vith wgimot^ INttB« ^ 28^ 

S9 (pake th« Prioee of Anfel»l to whom thui 
The Ad^ftfSuf* Nor think thou with wind 
Of aery thfeat« to awe> whom yet with deeds 
Thou canft not. Htft Awi tum'd the Icaft of thefe 
Tq llifht? or if to OUj h^t that they riie' aftf 
Un-TanqjoiibMi cato tp traaia^ with m^ 
ThatthoH(taikl*fth(Hpa»ixi)FPnou»! and with threat! 
To chafi» m heoi;e) Srr iK>t that io fluU (•«4 
The Ikrife which thou cairft evil, hut we ftyk 
The ftri& of glocys whiUi we mean to wio« 290 
Or turn this heav*a it felf into the hell 
Thoq iableft} here| however, to dwell free* 
If not to rei^ i mean-while t|iy utmoft force 
(An4 join Him namM Abmghtj to thy ^d,) 
I Hy nets b«t have iouiht thee far, and nigh. 19$ 

They ended parle, and both addreit for fight 
Vn-fpeakable: for who> though with the tongue 
Of Angels/ can relate? or to what things 
Liken on earth confpicuous, that may lift 
I4 
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Maman itta^ia&xyn to fuch height 300 

Of God-like pow'r? For lifceft Godi tfaeyleem^d, 
Stood theyi or moy*d} in ibture, tnotion, m». 
Fit to decide the einj»re of great heay*n ! 
Now MravM their fiery fwords, and in the air 
liade horrid drcks $ two broad fans their ihieldf 
Blaz'd oppofite^ while expedation ftood 306 

In horror : from each hand with fpeed rettrM, 
Where etti wis tluckeft fight, tfa* angelic throng ; 
And left large field, vniafe within the wind 
Of fuch commotion t fuch as (to fet forth 310 

Great things' by finall) if nature^s concord broke. 
Among the conftellations war were fpmng,' 
Two planets, ruAilng from afpea mafign 
Of fterceft oppofitjon, in mid-flcf, 314 

Should combat, and their jarring fpheres confoond. 
Together both, with next t* Almighty arm 
Up. lifted imminent, one llroke they aimM 
That might determine, and not need repeat, 
(As not of pow^r, at once) nor odds appearM 
In mighty or fwift prevention : but the fword $20 
Of Micbaet, from the armory of God 
Was giv*n him tempcrM fo, that ndther keen. 
Nor folid, might reflft that edge: it met 
The fword of Satan, with fteep force to finite 
Defcending, and in half cut (heer ; nor ftaid, 325 
But with fwift wheel reyeffe, deep entring ihar*d 
All his right fidex then Satan firft knew pain. 
And writhM him to and fro convoWd ; fo fore 
The gri<iing Tword with dlfcontinuout wound 
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Pais*d thro' him ! Btit th* ethereal fubaanoe clot*d. 
Not long divifible) and from the gaih 331 

A ftream of nedarous humour ifluing flowM, 
Sanguin (fuch as coeleftial fpirits may bleed^) ^ 
And all his annor ibunM, e'er-while fo bright. 
Forthwith on all fides to his aid was run 335 

By Angeb many, and ibong, who interposed 
Defienfe | 'while others bore him on their (hields 
Back to his chariot $ where it flood retirM 
From off the files of v/xt : there they him laid 
Gnafliing for anguiih, and defpite, and ihame^ 349 
To find himfelf not matchlefs, and bis pride 
Humbled by fiich rebuke^ fo €u beneath 
His confidence to equal God in powY. 
Yet foon he healM j for, fpirits that live throughout 
Vital in every part, (not, as frail man, 345 

In entrails, heart, or head, liver, or reins) 
Cannot but by annihilating die : 
Nor in their liquid texture.mortal wound 
Receive, no more than can the fluid air: 
All heart they live, all head, all eye, all ear, 350 
All itttelled, all fenfe $ and as they pleafe. 
They limb themfelves, and color, fhapc, and fiie 
Affiune, as likes them bed, condenfe, or rare. 

Mean-while in other parts like deeds deferv*d 
Memorial, where the might of Gabriel fought. 
And with fierce enfigns piercM the deep array 356 
Of MoJoc, furious King! who him defy*d. 
And at hliB chariot wheels to drag him bound 
Threatoi'd, nor from the Holy One of heav'a 
I5 
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RefrainM bit toflgve bUfphonelis s but tooa ^36« 
Doivn cloven to Che wiift^ wiA ikattfrM arms. 
And uncodth fMUn, fled teUowing, On eacb wing 
t/riV/, and Raphatl, hit vatnting foe 
(Tho* huge^ and in a rock of diamond irmM) 
y«nquiih*d, Mrameke, aiid ^nuuiai, 365 

Two potent Thropet I that to be M than' Gods 
Difdain*d ; but meaner thoughts leamMui their fligbt» 
Mangled with gaftly wounds thro* piate> and mail. 
Nor ftood unmindful AhJiil, to annoy 
Tlieathelft-crew) but, with ndoublcd blow^ 370 
jlriel, and Arhc, and the violence 
Of Ramiel %»rchM, and blafted, overthrew**-*^ 

I might relate of thoufaods, and their Hftaes 
Stertaise liere on earth $ but thofe eiaft 
Angels, contented with their £une in hear'n^ • 371 
Seek not the |>nife of mm t the other Tait 
In might though wondrous, and ia a6s of war# 
Nor of renown 'Jeft mger^ iret by doom 
CancelM from heaVn, and facred memory, 
Namelefs in dark obUvion let them dwell. j^ 
For ftrength from tsuth divided, and from jul^ 
Xilaudable, nought merits but difprasf<% 
And ignominy ) yet to glory ai^ires, , 
Vain-glorioua> and through mfhmy feeks £une : 
Therefore eternal filence be their doom 1 |g^ 

And now, their mightieft quelled, the batleiiw«r^*d. 
With many an m-rode gor'dj deformed root 
Entered, and fb«l diforder c all 4^ ground 
With flimr'dimi0«« t^nmt,, mid m « heBp 
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Clyurioty and charioteer, Uyiov^tornM, . 390 

And fiery foaming Aecds t what ftood, nopilVI 
0*er-wearied, thro* the faiiit'Sataiiic hoft 
Defenfive icaioDy or with pale ftv furpri^Ui $ 
Then firi| with fw fiirpriai*d, and fenif <^ paja, 
fkd ignonniniomt to fi^oh evil brought 395 

By fi9 of difi>hedifaQ9{ tiU that hovr« 
Not liable to fear» or Alghi^ or ptin. 
^ otliarwifip Hk' inriolablo Sainti, 
In cubic phatax firm^ advanced cotiiv, 
Inyulaerable, in^cncttrahly arm*d 1 400 

Such high advanfiagev th«ir Innecanoo 
GaY6 tham above their foe«> not tp him ^om'i. 
Not to Imvb dilbbey*d! in ^ht tiwy ftood' 
Un-wearied^ un-obnoxioiis to be pain*d 404 

By 'Wimod, tbo' from their plaoo by violence mov*d. 

Now Qigbl her courfe began, and over hf^v^a 
Inducing darkncft, grateful tmcg isHH>a*d, 
And fiknce, on the odious din of war. 
Under her chndy covert bot]» retir'd, 
V\£tor, and vaoqniih'd^. On $b« kn^abUk fidd> 410^ 
Miitbsili and hia Angabj pmvakut 
Encamping, plac'd in gwrd their matches round. 
Cherubic wavins ^<b c on th' other part, 
SatoMf with h^ rebdlioua, di&ppear'd, 
Ifar in the dark diflpdg'd: and void of. reft> 415 
Hia Voys^fiii9t»$ to oouncil call'd by night ; 
And in the mid^ thus un-di^anay'd began* 

O ! now in d^»|^ try*d, now )9iown ia iurip» ** 
Not to ^ tfw^foiw^dj ONPfgaiov dear !^ 
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« Fdund worthy riot of liberty afoiie, 410 

(Too mean pretcnfe! ) but, what we nwrc afieft, 
Honor, dominion, glory, and renown j 
Who hare ftiftainM one day in doubtftil fight 
(And if one day, why not etemt ^iayt ? ) 
What heaven^t Lord hath powerfoUeft tofbnd 415 
Againft us from about His throne, and judgM 
Sufficient to fubdue us to His will. 

But proves hot fo ! then CaUiUe, it feems, 

Of future we may deem Him, though tiU now 
Onmifcient thought. Trae is^ left firmly aroiM, 
Some di&dvaAtage we indur*d, arid pjiin^ 451 

*TiU now nolknown ; btttknown,a8iboii conteamM j 
Since now we find tMt ouf empyresA form 
Incapable of mortal injury, 
tmperiihabie ; and though piercM with-wovnir ^$ 
Soon clofing, and by natift vigeur lieal*<t. 
Of evil then fo finall, as eafy think 
The remedy: perhaps more raKd artns; 
Weapons more violent, when tkex% we inect. 
May ferve to better us, and worfe our f^cM : 440 
Qr equal what between us made the odds ; 
In nature none : if other hidden caufe . 
Left them fuperior, while we cail prefenre 
Unhurt our minds, and underftanding found> 
Doe fearch, and confultafion, wBl diiclefe. '445 

He fat : and iii th' siflembly next upilood 
Ni/rec, of Principalities the prime; 

* At one he ftood efcap*d from cruel fight^ 
Sere toird, his tivoQ armito hafroc kewR) • 
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And, cloudy in afpeft, thus ittfwering fpak«. 450 

E>di¥erer from imw Lords! Leader to free 
Enjoyment of our right, as Gods* yet hard 
For Gods, and too nnequal work we find, 
Againft nnequal asms to fight in pain, 
Agaiail ua-pain*d, impaffive; from which evil 455 
Ruin muft needs eafue! for, what avails 
Valor, or (Irength^ tho* matchlels, quelPd with pain 
Which all fubdues, and makes remife the hands 
Of oughtieft? Senfe of pleafwe we may well 
Sp^re out of life, peHiaps, and not repine j 460 
But live content, which is the calmeii life. ' 
But, pain isperfe^ mifery, the woHl 
Of evils} tfid exceffive, overtume 
All patience. He who ^erefore can invent 
With what more forcible w« may offend 465 

Our yet un-wounded enemies, or aim 
Our.felves with like 4efenfe, to me deferves * 
Nb lefs than fqr deliverance what we owe. 

Wheoeto* witlLlook composed, I^tan reply'd. • 
Not un4flfveoted tbat«. which thou aiight ^ 4^ 
Believ*(l fo main to our fucc^is, I bring. 
Which of us who beholds the bright fqrface 
Of this ethereous mould, whereon we iland 5 . 
This continent of fpatious^ heaven, adom*d 
With plant, fruit, flowV ambrofial, gems, and gold ; 
Whofis eye fo fuperficially furveys 47* 

Thefe things, as not to mind from whence they grow 
Deep under ground 5 materials dark* »nd. crude^ 
Of fpiritgnsj an4 fiery fpnme^. till touch d 
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With hMyen's t9j, «»d temperM» tbey flioot fatii 
So beauteoui, opening to the ainbi«iit hgiti 4SL 
Thefe, in tii«ir dvk attivity, the D«q» 
Shall yield ve, |NPegBWt with infinmal flame: 
Which into bcdlcm engine, long, and round, 
Thick-raoimM, at th* other bore with toncfa ei te 
Dilated, and inluriate, Ihall fimd forth 4S6 

Fiom fitf it with thund'ring noife, among our fees 
Sach implemeati of mifchief, as ihall dafli 
To pieces, and o*erwhelm whatever ftanis 
Adverfei that they (ball fear we have diiarm*d 490 
The Thunderer of His only dnaded bolt. 
Nor long (hall be our labor) yet e*er dawa,^ 
tffe€t (hall end qht wi(b. Mean-while revive } 
Abandon fseri ^ Arength» and counfei join'd. 
Think nothing hard, inuch left to be de%air*d. 49^5 

He ended, and his words their drooping cfaear 
IhUghten'd^ and their hngoifiiM hope reviv*d« 
Th*invenl9on all admirM, and each, how he 
* To he <h' inventor mifsM, ^ eafy it leem'd 499 
' duve found, which yet un-fonnd moft woM have 
jlmpoTible. Yet haply of thy raee [tfaonghl 

' In futum days (if malioe ftiould abound) 
Some one intent on mifchief, or ititpk'd 
With dev*lifli madunalion, mi^t devUe 
like inftrument, to plague the fbns of men 50$ 
For fin $ on war^ and mutual iaaghter^ bent, 
forthwith from Council to the work they fleWj 
Kooe as^guing ihiod: innumeraUe haada 
Were ready j Ui amcMoeMt up they tucn^sl 
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Wide the ooelcftial foil $ ind law ben^th 51* 

Th* originals of nature, is their crude 
Conception: fulphurousy and. nitrous feiin 
They found, they mingted, and with iixbtile art, 
Concodedy and adufted, they redncM 
To blackeft grain, and into Aore con^reyM* S^S 
Party hidden veins diggM up (nor bath this earth 
Entraiis unlike) o£ mineral, and ftooe $ 
Whereof to found their engins, and their b^ 
Of miffive ruiii : part, incentive reed 
Provide, pernicious with one touch to fire. 520 
So all e^er day<-rpring, under confcious night. 
Secret they finiih*d, and in order fet. 
With iilent drcumfpe^ion, ttn-efpy*d. 

Now when fair mom orient in heaven aj^pear'd. 
Up rofe the viAor Angels, and to arras $z$ 

The matin trumpet fungi in arms they ftood 
Of gol^ panoply^ refulgent hoft I 
Soen banded 1 othen from the dawning hlUs 
Looked rGU|id,«ad fcouts each coaft light^urmed fcQur^ 
£ach.q)Mrter, to ddfcry the di^ant fee, 539 

Where k>dg'd, or whither 4ed, or if ior fight 
In motion, or in halt: him fioon they met 
Under fpread enfigns moving nigh, in (low 
But firm battalion : hack with fpesdieft fail 
Z^hiel, of Cherubim the fwifteft wing, 53f 

Came flying, and in nud-air aloud thus cry*d. 

Arm, warriors, arm for fight ! the loe at hand, ■ 
Whom fled we thought, will fave us long purTuil 
This day} fear oot hit fli£bt| fo thick a <\i»\A v 
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He comes, and fettled in his £ice I fee 540 

Sad refolution, and fecure. Let each 
His adamantine coat gird well, and each 
Fit well his helm, gripe UA his orbed Shield, 
Bom er^n, or high ; for, this day will pour down, 
If I conjednre ought, no drizling (how*r, 545 
But ratling ftorm of arrows barbed with fire. 

So wam*d be them, aware themfelves ; and fooa 
In order, quit of all impediment, 
Inftant, without diftui^, they took alarm; 
And onward move embattell*d: when behold! 550 
Kot difUnt far with heavy pace the foe 
Approaching grofs, and huge ; in hollow cube 
Training his deviliih cnginry, im-palM 
On ev'ry fide with ihadowing fquadrons deep, 
To hide the fraud. At interview both flood 555 
A-while ; but fuddenly at head appeared 
Satan ; and thus was heard commanding loud. • 

Van -guard! to right, and left, the Front unfold; 
That all may fee, who hate us, how we feek 
Peace, and compofore; and with open breaft 560 
Stand ready to receive them, if they like 
Our overture, and turn not back perverfe. 
But, that I doubt! however witnefs heav'n! 
Hcav'n witncfs thou anon! while we difcharge 
Freely our part : ye who appoinUd (land, 565 

Do as you have in charge, and briefly touch 
What wee propound ; and loud, that all tnay hear. 

So fcofiing in ambiguous words, he fcarce 
Had €nded j when to right^ and left, the Front 
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Diiridedy and to either Flank rctir'd ; 570^ 

Which to our eyes difcovcr'd (new, and ftmngc ! ) 

A triple mounted row of pillars, laid 

On wheels (for like to pillars moft they fecmM, 

Or hollow*d bodies made of oak, or fir. 

With branches lop'd, in wood or mountain fcll'd) 

Braft, iron, ftony mold j had not their mouths 57^ 

With hideous orifice gap*d on iis wide, 

Portending JioUow truce: at each behind 

A Seraph ftood, and in his hand a fetod 

Stood waving tipM with fire | while we fufpefife, 5^9 

CoUeded flood within our thoughts amusM :' 

Not long ! for (bdden all at once their •reeds ' 

Put forth, and to a narrow vent appIyM ■ 

With nicefl touch. Immediate in a flame, 

(But foon obfcur'd with fmoke) all heaven appeared. 

From thofe deep-throated engins belch*J[> whofe roatf^ 

EmbowelM with otitraglous notfe the aif^ 1 

And all her entrails tore ; dtfgorging foul 

Their devilifli glut, chainM thunder-bolts, and hall 

Of iron globes, which on the vi^r hoft 590 

Levelled, with fuch impetuous fury finote, 

That whom they hit, none on their feet might ftand. 

Though (landing elfe as rocks; but down theylMl 

By thoufands. Angel on Arch-Angel rowPd $ 

The fooner for their arms 5 (unarmM tfiey might 

Have eafily, as fplrits, evaded fwift 59^ 

By quick contradion, or remowe : ) but now 

Foul dilEpation followed, and forcM routj 

Nor fervM it to relax their ferried files, . 



i86 Paradise Lost. Bookvi. 

What fliouM thof do? iC on tfaef nifli*d« repidfe 

Rrpcatrdy and indeGdnl overtkrow (or 

Doubled, would render tbem yet laote d^nt*dj 

And to their foes a laughter^ for in iriaw. 

Stood rankM of Seraphhn anotber row, 

In poftore to di^lode their tocond Tire ^5 

9i thunder t hack defeated to return 

They worfe ahhorr'd. Ssism hehebd their pli^|» 

And to his ntttei tea in dartfoi catt^A 

O friends ! why com not on thflfe viaora pN«4 ^ 
S*ar while they fierce wire coming, an4 when wci 
To enteitain them iair with open fronts #xt 

And breaft, (whnt could we more? )pffO|w«ndedternii 
Of compoition» ftr^ thay changed their mindi» 
Flew off, and into flmnga vagariei feU, 614 

Aa they would dance: yel for a dance they ftnCd 
fooMWhal extrantu>*> and wild t perhaps 
For joy of «ffer*d pea^e t but I fuppoih. 
If our propoiala onoa again ware heard, 
Wa ibonld compd them to a quick reCult. 619 

To whom Ana M14/, in Uke gamefbme mood : 
Leader 1 the terms we fent were terms of weight, 
Of hard contents, and full of force, urgM home ; 
Such as we might peroeive alnus^d them all. 
And ftumbled many: who receives them right, 
Had need from head to foot well underftand } 625 
Not underftood, this gift they have befides. 
They (hew us when#our foes walk not upright. 

So they among themfelves in plealant vein 
Stood fcoffing, heightened in their thoughts beyond 
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All ao^ic of TillDnrt Btomal Miflit 69* 

To#iuiCch with thdr iovfiMUMM thagr pf«ftiM*4 
So eafy, and of lli» thwidcr oMdb a icom. 
And aU Hb hoA defided, whili thay Aaod 
A-while in trouble: hnt, thcf ftoed not long; 
Raf^ promptod them at length, and fonnd them arms 
Agaittil fach heOtii milehief fit t* oppofe. ^ 

Forthwith (hehold the excellence, Ae pow*r 
Which God hath in Me mighty Angela phK*d! ) 
Their arma away they threw, andt^theMHs 
(For earth hath fWa variety from hcar'n, 6^ 

Of pleaAire fltuate in Iritl, and dale) 
Light as the fight*ning gUmpie they ran, they dtWj 
From their foundatiens loosening to and fto, 
The]r^luck*d the feated hilbj with afl their load. 
Hocks, watan, woods, and by the ihaggy tope 645 
Up.liiting bors them in their hands. Amare, 
Be fure, and terror, (ei«*d>the rebel hoft. 
When conning towards them, fb dread they fkw 
The bottom of the mountains upward tumMj 
Till on thofe dirfed engins* tri^t-row $$0 

They faw them whelmed, and all thdr confidence 
Under the weight of mountains bury*d deep t 
Themfehras invaded next, and on their heads 
Main promontories flung, which in the air 654 
Came ihadowing, and oppreft whole legions arm*d t 
Their armor help'd their harm,crufh*d in, and bruised 
Into their fubftance ^nt, which wrou^t them pain 
Implacable, and many a dolorous groan $ 
Long ftnxgling underneath, e'er they could wind 
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Out of fuch prifon^ though fptrits of puri;(t light s 
(Pureft at firil^ iww grois by finning grown) 661 
The reft, in imiutlony to iike arms 
Betook thuo, and the neighboring hills up tore t 
So, htUs a-mid the air en-counter*d hilb, 
Hiirl*d to, and fro, with jaculation dire ; 665 

Tkat under ground they fought hi diimal fliadej 
Infiemal noife ! warfeemMa civil game 
To this uproar ) horrid confufion heapM 
Upon confufion rofe. And now all heav'n 
Had gone to wreck, with ruin over-fpread, 670 
Had not th* Almighty Father, where He fits 
ShrinM in His ian^ary of heav'n fecure, 
Confulting 00 the fum of things, fore-feen 
f This tumult, and permitted all, advisM : 
• That His great purpofe He might fo fulfil, 675 

To honor His Anointed Son, aveng*d 
« Upoo His^enemies, and to declare 
. All powV on Him transferred : whence to His Son, 
(Th* AfieObrof His Throne) He thus began. 

EiTulgence of My Glory, Son belovM ! 6S0 

Son I in Whole face Invifible is beheld 
Vifibly, what by Deity I am $ 
And in Whofe hand what by decree I do. 
Second Omnipotence! two days are paft, 
(Two days, as We compute the days of heav*n) 68 $ 
^ince Michael, and his PowVs, went forth to tame 
Thefe difobedient : fore hath been their fight. 
As Ukelieft was, when two fuch foes met arm*d : 
For to themfeWes I left them 3 and Thou know'ft. 
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Equal in their creation they were form*d« 6^ 

Save what Cm hath impaired ; which yet hath wrought 
Infenfibly, for I fufpend their doom : 
Whence in perpetual fight they needs muft laft 
Endlefsy and no folation will be found. 
War wearied hath performed what war can do, 69$ 
And to diforder*d rage let loofe the reins, [makes 
With mountains, as with weapons, arm'd } which 
Wild work in heav'n, and dangerous l» the main. 
Two days are therefore paft, the third is Thine ^ . 
For Thee I have ordainM it $ and thus £ir 700 
Have fuflferM, that the glory may be Thine 
Of ending this great war, fince none but Thou 
Can end it. Into Thee fuch virtue, and grace 
Inunenfe, I have transfusM, that all may know 
In heav'n, and hell, Thy powV above compare: 
And this .perverfe commotion governed thus, 706 
To manifeft Theeworthieft to be Heir - 
Of all things ; to be Heir, and to be King 
By facred Un^on, Thy defenred right. 
Go then. Thou Mightieft, in Thy Father*8 Might! 
Afcend My chariot, guide the rapid wheels 71! 
That (hake heav'n's bafis, bring forth all My war. 
My bow, and thunder ; My Aln)ighty arms 
CilPon, and fsvord upon Thy puiflant thigh. 
Pur(tte thefe fons of darknefs; drive them out 715 
From all heav'n's bounds, into the utter deep': 
There let them learn, as Ukes them, to defpife 
€od, and Mejfiab His anointed King. 
He faid, and on His Son with rays dired 
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Miene full. He all His Father full expreft« 720 

faeffAJy intollii'facc'recdY'dr 

And thtts the Filial Godhead anTw^ring fpafce. 
O Father! O Sapreme of heav'nly Throoes! 
Tvrtt, Hlgheft, Holiefl, Bcft! Thoa always feek*ft 
To glorifle Thy Son, 1 ah^i Thee, 71$ 

As is moft jaft : tiiia I My glory account, 
Af y exaltation, and My whole delight, 
ThatThouin Me wi^-pleasM, decUr*ft Thf will 
FoUUlM, which to ftilfiU is aU My bHft. 
Sotptre, and pow*r. Thy ghrlng, I affiime} 730 
And gladlier Audi refign, when in the end 
Thau ihalffae^ll in ail, and I in Thee 
For mnri tod in Me all whom Thou lov*ili 
But whom ThoD hat^ft, I hate, and can pot on 
Thy terrors, as 1 pot Thy mildnds on, 735 

Image of Thee in -all thingas and flnlt foon, 
ArmM with Thy might, rid heav*n of thOt rebell'd ,- 
To thcirpreparM lU maniion driven down 
To chains of darknefe, and th' undying worm : 
That fiom Thy joft obedience eonld revolt, 740 
Whom to obey is happinefs entire. 
Then fliall Thy Saints un-mixM,andfin)mth*hnpoit 
Far feparete, circling Thy holy momit 
Vn-famed hallelujahs to Thee fing, 744 

Hymns of high praife, and I among them Chief. 

So faid. He o*er His fceptre bowing, rofe 
From the right hand of glory where He iat| 
And the third facred mom began to Ihine, 
Dawning through hea^'n. Forth niOiM wWi ^^lirl- 

£wlnd found 
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The chariot of Paternal Mty, 750 

Flafhing thick flames, wheel within wheel un-drawnj 
It ielF^iftiBfk with fpirit^ but oonvoyM 
By four Cherubic Ihapes ; four faces each 
Had wondrous ; as with fbffs, their bodies all. 
And wings, were fet with eyes ; with eyes, die wheels 
Of beril; and careering fires between: 75$ 

Over their heads a chryflal firmament; 
Where on a faphir throne, (in-hld with pure 
Amber, and colors of the ihow*ry arch) 
He, in coelefthd panoply all armM 760 

Of radiant Urim, work diidnely wrought ! 
Afcended : at His right hand, Vi&wy . 
Sat eagle*wingM: befide Him bung his bow. 
And quiver with three-bolted thunder ftorM : 
And from about Him fierce effUfion rowrd 765 
Of fmoke, and bick*ring fiame, and QNirkles dire* 
Attended with ten thoufand thoufand Saints, 
He onward came } far off his c6ming (hone. 
And twenty thoufand (I their number heard) 
Chariots of God, half on each hand, were feen* 
He on the wings of Cherub rode (\iblime 771 

On the chryftallin fky/ in faphir thronM, 
IIluArious far, and wide: but by His own 
Firft feen, them un-expeded joy ftirpriz*d. 
When the great en^gn of MtJiAb blaaM, 775 

Aloft by Angels bom. His fign in heav'n ! 
Under whofe eonduft Michael foon reducM 
His army, circumfn$M on either wing. 
Under their Head Imbodted all in onet 
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Before Him PowV Divine His way prfpar'dj 780 
At His command th* up-rooted hills retir*d 
Each to his place, they heard his voiccy and went 
Obfequious} heav'n his wonted £ace renewed. 
And with frefli flowerets hill and valley fmird. 

This faw His haplcfs foes, but ftood obdur'd. 
And to rebellious fight rallied their Pow^rt^ 786 
Infenfate!. hope conceiving from defpair: 
In heav'nly fpirits could fuch perverfenefs dwell ? 
But, (to convince the proud what figns avail. 
Or wonders move th' obdurate to relent ! ) 790 
They harden'd more, by what might moil redaim, 
Grieving to fee His glory, at the fight 
Took envy } and afpiring to His hei^t. 
Stood re-embattell'd fierce: by force, or fraud. 
Weening to profper, and at length prevail 795 
Againft God, and Mejftab ; or to fall 
In univerfal rain lail : and now 
To final battel drew, difdalning flight. 
Or faint retreat ; when the Great Son of God, 
To all His hods on either hand, thus fpake. 800 

Stand Aill in bright array, ye Saints ! here fiand, 
Ve Angels armM ! this day ff om battel reft : 
Faithful hath been your warfare, and of God 
Accepted, fearlefs in His righteous caufe : 
And as ye have receiv'd, fo have ye done^ 805 
Invincibly. But, of this curfed crew 
The punilhmcnt to other hand belongs^ 
Vengeance is His, or whofe He fole appoints. 
Number to thjs day's work is not ordain'd^ 

Ncr 
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Nor multttude : ftand only, and behold 8 lo 

God*ft indignation on thefe godiefs pourM 
By Me $ not you, but Me, they have defpis'd ; 
Yet envied : againii Me is all their rage ; 
Becaufe the Father, (t^Whom in heav'n fapreme 
Kingdom, and.powV, and glory appertains,) $15 
Hath honored Me, according to His will. 
Therefore to Me their doom He hath aflign*d : 
That they may have their wiih, to try with Me 
In battel which the ftronger prov^ ; they all. 
Or I alone agauift them : . fmce by ftrength 820 
They meafure all, of other exteUenoe 
Not emulous, nor care who them excds ; ' 
Nor other ilrife with them do I vouchfafe. 

So fpake the Son, and into terror changM 
His countenance, too fevere to be beheld ! 825 

And full of wrath bent on His enemies. 
At 0nce the Four fpread out their Aarry wings^ * 
With dreadful ihade contiguous, and tiie orbs 
Of His fierce chariot rowl'd, as with the found 
Of torrent floods, or of a numerous hofl. 830 
He on His impious foes right onward drove. 
Gloomy' as night: under His burning wheels 
The fted&lt empyrean ihoofo throughout ^ 
All but the throne it felf of Gpd. Full foon 
Among them He arrived $ in His right hand S.35 
Grafping ten thoufand thunders, which He fent « 
Before Him, fuch as in their fouls infixed 
Plagues: they aftoniih'd, all refinance )oft, • . . 
All cowa^^ 4loini theii idle weapon! dropped: . 
K 
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Gf Thrones, mA nifli^ Swtyhi i n ffafennj I41 
That wiih*d^iemi»BrM<i mm ai%ftitte iigaii 
Thrown oa ik<ra» M « telMt Ibmi tfii «•• 
Kor M on driMT Me Mf^itttoai M 

Diilina wMi 9fm^ «nd fi«n4 
Diitinft auto with n w K i f^ a of «y«t4 
One Iplrk in them nil*4 aai eewf «f« 

GUr*4 Kgltf^iiiiVt ^^ *it^bi^ 1 
AflMngth'MHcft, tiiiit(«MMraftll<Mri 
And of their fMnM4«i8w lift them 4mia^ S^ 
Bxhavfted, i^Mtidk, afllAei, fidl%. 
Yet, half Ifit ftreng^ He r«c net-foftii, Isat cbRk*^ 
Hit thoAdar m mid-vellf $ lior. Ha moent 
^f^ to jde^baSTi hot root them oiit of liaavHi. if$ 
The overthrown He nia*d, end at a Ifei4 
Of foatSy or tun'rous flock, tofeCher throng'd. 
Drove theni heibie ^ffint tfawider*Ani^, |mlira 
Witli teffoiVy end with teiaa, to ihe tandi 
ted chryAal wadl of lMav*n I whkh «p*nlas enda 
RowlM inward, and a ^Mdona gap dtfdea*d Ut 
Into the waftafal Peep f the meiiftiw flghe 
Struck fhem wilh herrer iMMkimrd s taty te wecfe 
VrgMfhanbehindt tieadlanstlMndeleeatfaeylhiew 
0own from tevei^ of heav'n; eternal email' fd$ 
Buni*d after them, lo the tpooomtaft pie. 
Hell heaid th^anftAraWe nolfe; hetl i«w 
Heaven raining from heav*n, end Would haea fled 
Afli%|iiedj lMtllrid^Fateliaicaftaeo«ip 
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Har darit ^dw di t jmm, nrf t— lift tod »<md . 870 
Nina dayfltejr f<4if eotifoonded CImi roar'd^ 
And felt ttHbMd cooMmi in dMir Ml, 
Through te inrttd «iiflwhqr s ib hHft « Mae 
IncumberM him ^rMi fOMil JhU «t taft 
Yawnuif «eilv*i than m^Mkt, mn^-on tfwm dotM : 
Hell, their fit luUirtiM, AwghcwMifie tf6 
Un-quenduMe, tht hMfi of mtm, mnA ptin. 
Dif-burdea'd Wsmt^mt^ed, and foon repiir*d 
Her mnril 'Uwact i, ratorniiig whence it rowl*d. 

Sole Yiaor, from th*«iipiilfian ef His foes, Ho 
Megiuh Mb trwRifdMl chsriot tttnt'd : 
To meet IKm alt His Srints, who iHent ftooi 
£]re-witnefles of His almighty ads. 
With jubilee advanced ; and as they went. 
Shaded with branching palm, each Order bright S85 
Sung triumph, and Him fung Vidorious King, 
Son, Heir, and Lord ! tQ Him dominion grv*n^ 
Worthieft-to reign. He celebrated rode 
Triumphant through nud-heay^n, into the oodrts. 
And temple, of His Mighty Father, thronM %^ 
On high: who into glory Him received. 
Where now He fits at the right hand of blifs. 

Thus,meafuring things in heav*n by things on earth. 
At thy requeft, and that thou may'ft beware 
Zy what is paft, to thee 1 have reveal*d S95 

What might have elfe to human race been hid \ 
The dilcofd which befel, and war in heaY*n 
Among th* Angelic Pow*rs, and the deep fall 
Of thofiB IDO high a^ng, who rebelled 
Ka 
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With Sat am : he who eovici now thy ftate 5 900 

Who now is plStting how he may feduoe 

Thee alfo from obedience, that with him 

(BereavM of happinefs) thouwnay'ft partake 

His puniihment, eternal mifery : 

Which would be all his fdlaoe, and revenge, 905 

As a defpite done againft the Moil High, 

Thee once to gain companion of his woe. 

But, liflen not to his temptations : warn 

Thy weaker: let it profit thee to have heard. 

By terrible example, the reward 910 

Of difobedience: firm they might ha ve ftood. 

Vet fcU. Remember ! andyft^lBlN|itfgre6 ! 
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